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Introduction
Hallam Senior College offers an extensive range of study options in Year 10, 
VCE, VET & VCAL that enable us to personalise a student’s timetable through 
a focused program approach. The programs are designed around subject 
groupings to meet particular educational and vocational pathways. 

Our College works in partnership with a number of organisations to provide 
maximum choice and flexibility in program and subject delivery. These include 
our Alliance schools (Gleneagles Secondary College and Fountain Gate 
Secondary College) our Trade Training Centre schools (6 other local schools) 
Deakin University, Swinburne University, Chisholm Institute and other Training 
Organisations. 

Year 10, VCE Subjects, VET Certificates, Foundation VCAL, 
Intermediate VCAL & Senior VCAL

Programs include:
 • Humanities
 • Business Administration,
 • Information & Communications Technology,
 • Science and Engineering,
 • Traditional Trades & Technologies: Building & Construction, Automotive, 

Hospitality, Hairdressing, Plumbing,
 • Sports Academy: Australian Rules Football, Rugby League, Basketball, 

Football (Soccer), Diamond Sports (Baseball, Softball) and Netball,
 • Health & Community Services,
 • The Arts: Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Design
 • STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths

Sub Schools
Sub Schools are formed around groups of Programs. Students are divided into 
Sub Schools based on their programs/choice.

The Sub Schools are:
 • Traditional Trades and Technologies
 • Arts and Humanities
 • Sport and Health Sciences
 • Science, IT and Commerce

The Sub Schools are the cornerstone of communication and administration for 
students and their families. Attendance and pastoral care are administered and 
monitored by the sub schools ensuring that students in each sub school have 
a group of adults who know them well and follow and monitor their individual 
progress.

Our students
Students are at the centre of our thinking, planning and actions. We aim to 
ensure that we provide positive learning experiences for every student in a young 
adult environment.  

The relationships we forge with students and their families are critical elements 
of a student’s success at this important stage of their learning. We provide 
additional services by way of pathways planning advice, welfare and careers 
advice.

David Caughey 
Acting Principal  
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Our Aims & Values

At Hallam Senior College we aim to prepare young people
to confidently and successfully embrace the challenges of life

The College values relationships built on respect and responsibility where the relationships 
between people, learning and the environment frame our actions.

Students are at the centre of our practices.

Actioned through our planning

We need you to commit be on time, equipped and ready to learn

Guiding Actions 
In this school we:

� Attend classes   � Set goals   � Work hard 
� Strive   � Imagine the possibilities

� Prepare for our future

Attendance
“Attendance is important for young 

people to succeed in education 
and to ensure they don’t fall behind 
both socially and developmentally.  
Young people who regularly attend 
school and complete Year 12 or an 
equivalent qualification have better 

health outcomes, better employment 
outcomes, and higher incomes across 

their lives.” DET  

Effective Learning 
Behaviours

Attendance

Behaviour

Quality of work

Work Completion

Self Management

Effort

The Basics
Be on time, equipped, ready to learn 

and stay in class.
Phones off unless agreement 

with teacher. 
Bags in lockers.

Uniform is a must.
Take hats/hoodies/beanies off in class.

Always have your diary/planner with you.

Responsibility
We lead by example and our own 

actions.

We are trustworthy and loyal.

We know that we have a job to do 
and we do it.

Relationships
We communicate and work together, 

we believe in cooperation and 
coexistence.

We encourage and support each other.

We understand how our behaviour 
affects other people.

Respect
We acknowledge and accept each 

person’s culture and views.

We treat each person with empathy 
and courtesy.

We make others feel secure & safe 
in the school environment.

To Link Learning & Life at 
Hallam Senior College

We focus our learning and teaching around a framework 
designed for our school ‘IDARE’ (see page 5):
�  Intention �  Delivery �  Application
�  Review �  Engagement

We shape and design our learning and wellbeing culture 
through the Sub Schools:
�  Arts & Humanities
�  Science, IT & Commerce
�  Sport & Health Sciences
�  Traditional Trades & Technologies

To provide Subjects, Programs and Certificates in 
VCE, VCAL and VET at Years 10-12, underpinned by:
�  Organisational structures
�  Policies and procedures
�  Resources and facilities
�  DET guidelines

Strategic Plan & AIP linked to FISO 
(Framework for Improving Student Outcomes)

Actioned through our values

Guiding Principles 
In this school we believe:

Every student can...
�  Learn   � Achieve  � Succeed   � Excel

 
 

 
 

Excellence 
in teaching 

and learning

Professional
leadership

Instructional 
and shared 
leadership

Evaluating 
impact on  
learning

Evidence-based 
high impact 

teaching strategies

Strategic 
resource 

management

Vision 
values and 

culture

Parents and carers 
as partners

Global citizenshipHealth and wellbeing
Networks with schools, 
services and agencies

Intellectual engagement 
and self awareness

Building 
leadership 

teams

Curriculum 
planning and 
assessment

Empowering students 
and building school pride

Setting expectations and 
promoting inclusion

Building 
practice 

excellence

Building 
communities

Community 
engagement 
in learning

Positive  
climate for 

learning

Student 
achievement, 
engagement 

and wellbeing

Evaluate and
diagnose

Prioritise and
set goals

Develop
and plan

Implement
and monitor
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Basics Poster

ATTENDANCEEFF
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STUDENT LEARNING
We believe all students can

✓ Learn        ✓ Achieve

✓ Succeed    ✓ Excel

Effective Learning Behaviours
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These behaviours are closely linked with successful learning outcomes for students. They are focused on 
students making the most of the opportunities in the classroom as well as the follow up work required at home, 

ensuring students Learn, Achieve, Succeed and Excel.

The effective learner behaviours are also found in student progress and semester reports.

WORK COMPLETION
•  Completes set tasks

•  Completes homework

•  Focused on class activities

EFFORT
•  Seeks extra learning opportunities

•  Seeks feedback & assistance

•  Motivated to achieve

•  Doesn’t give up

•  Asks questions

ATTENDANCE
•  Attends and participates in all
    classwork
•  Arrives to class on time
•  Catches up on work missed,
    if absent

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOUR
•  Respect shown for self, others 
    and the environment
•  Co-operative
•  Responsible, mature and positive
    attitude

QUALITY OF WORK
•  Seeks feedback
•  Revises class work
•  Contributes to class activities
•  Aims for a high standard of
    work completion

SELF MANAGEMENT
•  Submits work on time

•  Sets goals

•  Arrives to class organised
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iDare Poster
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Intention Delivery Application Review Engagement
I DARE

INTENTION
Introduction to a unit of work or lesson
Students are clear about what they are learning for each
course or unit
Students know what they need to do to be successful

DELIVERY
Explicit teaching activities to develop knowledge
and skills

APPLICATION
Guided and independent practice to improve
knowledge and skills 

REVIEW
Assessment and Feedback
Goal revision and planning for future learning

ENGAGEMENT
Know your students well
Positive relationships built
Purposeful learning

BELIEFS
� Every student can learn
� Every student can achieve
� Every student can succeed
� Every student can excel

VALUES
The College values Relationships built on
Respect and Responsibility where the
relationships between people, learning and
the environment frame our actions

PURPOSE
At Hallam Senior College we
aim to prepare young people
to confidently and successfully
embrace the challenges of life



Hallam Senior College6

Page Title

UNIFORM IS A MUST

BAGS IN LOCKERS

ALWAYS HAVE YOUR DIARY
AND BE READY TO LEARN

TAKE HATS / BEANIES /
HOODIES OFF IN CLASS

BE ON TIME

PHONES OFF AND 
OUT OF SIGHT

The Learning Environment
Is Supportive & Productive

Hallam Basics

© 2015 Hallam Senior College    www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au
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Uniform

VET Building & Construction, 
VET Furniture Making Pathways
TRADE QUALITY OVERALLS
STEEL CAP BOOTS* 
Correct School Uniform to be worn at all other times. 
 
* Also to be worn in Year 10 Try a Trade: Landscaping 
or Building & Construction or  
VCE Product Design & Technology: Wood.

VET Automotive, VET Plumbing
BLUE OVERALLS
STEEL CAP BOOTS* 
Correct School Uniform 
to be worn at all other times.

*Also to be worn in 
Try a Trade: Rev Heads. 

VET Community Services 
Optional ‘Hallam Seniors Colourful Kids Community 
Playgroup’ Polo on Fridays only. 
Correct School Uniform to be worn at all other times.

VET Visual Art 
Smock Provided for class. Correct School Uniform to be 
worn at all times.

VET Sport & Recreation 
Training & Match Play Singlets & Shorts are not 
to be worn as classroom uniform. Correct Sports 
Academy Uniform to be worn at all other times.

VET Business,  
VET Employment Pathways, 
VET Health Services Assistance,  
VET Integrated Technologies, 
VET Information Digital Media & Technology,  
VET Screen & Media,  
VET Music Industry 
No PPE requirements. Correct School Uniform to be 
worn at all times.

Hair & Beauty Program, Retail Cosmetics, 
Beauty Services, Salon Assistant
HAIR & BEAUTY HALLAM SC POLO
BLACK TROUSERS (Not Leggins, Jeggings, 
Black jeans, Skins or Track pants)
SHOES TO BE ALL BLACK LACE-UP OR 
ALL BLACK LEATHER SCHOOL OR 
DRESS SHOES
To be worn in Hairdressing, Retail Cosmetics 
& Salon Assistant classes only. 
Correct School Uniform to be worn at all other times.

VET Kitchen Operations
SHOES TO BE ALL BLACK LACE-UP OR
ALL BLACK LEATHER SCHOOL OR DRESS SHOES 

To be worn in 
Kitchen Operations 
classes only.
Correct School Uniform 
to be worn at all 
other times.

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

General Uniform

Footwear with this uniform must be ALL BLACK fully enclosed shoes

Tracksuit pants and shorts are 
regulation school logo 

Footwear with these items 
can be ALL BLACK or lace up 

runners

Sports Academy Uniform

*Training & Match Play Singlets & Shorts are not to be worn as classroom uniform. Footwear with this Sports Academy uniform to be appropriate to sport.

Socks & Gloves Plain White, Plain Navy Blue, Plain Red or Plain Black

Leggings Plain Black or Navy Blue only under Skirt, Shorts, Trousers or Dress

Headwear Plain Navy Blue, Plain Black , Plain Red or Plain White Hats, Caps, Hijabs, Scarves, Beanies  

PPE & VET Requirements
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Sports Academy

Hallam
Senior College
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Hallam
Senior College
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Dress

Blue or Black Skirt

Blue or Black
Tailored Shorts

Blue or Black Tailored Long Pants Spray Jacket
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Academy Rugby Top

Polos Long Sleeve Polo

SHOES TO BE ALL BLACK LACE-UP OR ALL BLACK LEATHER SCHOOL OR DRESS SHOES

V-Neck Jumper
Vest Vertical Stripe Rugby Top

Tracksuit Pants

Sports Shorts
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Tracksuit Pants
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Sports Academy

Hallam
Senior College

Sports Academy

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
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Sports Academy

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

Sports Academy

Hallam
Senior College

Hallam
Senior College

Sports Academy

Polo
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Sub Schools for Effective 
Learning and Wellbeing
Who is involved?
Hallam Senior College understands that a student’s achievements are linked to their social and emotional wellbeing.  
We endeavour to build effective relationships with students and their families in order to enhance wellbeing and therefore 
achievement.

For this reason, we have organised the College into Sub Schools to assist the process of relationship building.  Every student at 
Hallam Senior College belongs to a Sub School depending upon the learning program that they have selected. These Sub Schools 
are the cornerstone of pastoral care and administration for students and their families. Students in each Sub School have a 
dedicated team who know them well and follow their progress.

Students
School staff and parents/carers are working together to assist your successful 
transition through the senior years of school. It is important that you 
communicate any needs or concerns that you might have with your parents/
carers or school staff. Together we can solve problems and achieve success.

 
Parents 
The school aims to communicate with you at a high level.  Please contact your 
son/daughter’s Sub School Leader or Engagement Officer for any day to day 
issues. They will deal directly with attendance/wellbeing issues and refer you to 
the appropriate school personnel when necessary. 

You are most welcome to contact subject teachers, specialist staff, Sub School 
Management staff or the Assistant Principals by phoning, emailing or messaging. 
However, it is advisable to make appointments for matters that require some 
discussion.

 
Engagement Officers
Each Sub School has an Engagement Officer who is the primary contact for 
most day to day student attendance issues.  

We encourage students and their parents/carers to make contact with the 
Engagement Officer whenever there is any issue that might affect a student’s 
attendance or experience at school. (Please see Attendance Policy on the 
College website).  The Engagement Officer will ensure that you are referred to 
the most appropriate Sub School staff member depending upon the issue that 
you raise. 
 
Subject Teachers 
Classroom teachers provide advice and specialist knowledge in their subject 
area. They are available to discuss individual student progress in their 
specific subject. They welcome information that might contribute to a greater 
understanding of their students but do not provide specialist welfare or career 
advice. However, they will refer students to sub school management staff and 
specialist staff as necessary.

Sub School Management Team 
The Student Support Team provides access to services that develop the health, 
wellbeing and educational achievement of students with specific needs. The 
team includes a Student Wellbeing teacher, Social Workers, Psychologists, a 
School Nurse, a Speech Pathologist and Program for Students with Disabilities 
Coordinator.

The Careers Pathways Team includes several accredited careers practitioners 
who provide advice about subject selection, Higher Education and TAFE Entry, 
workplace learning opportunities and employment requirements 
 
Specialist Staff 
Each of these staff members has expertise in specific fields. For example, the 
Careers team will provide advice about subject/program selection, Higher 
Education and TAFE entry requirements, work place learning opportunities and 
employment requirements.  
 
Principal Team 
The College Principal leads the work of all teams in the school. The Assistant 
Principals support the Sub School Management Teams in the higher level 
management of students. Each Assistant Principal works closely with 
designated teams of staff and has responsibility for specific areas of school 
operation.  

Arts & Humanities
Sub School

• Humanities Program

• Performing Arts

• Visual Arts

• Design

      Sub School Mgt. Team

    Engagement Officer

Subject Teachers

Science, IT & Commerce
Sub School

• Business Administration

• ICT

• Science & Engineering

     Sub School Mgt. Team

    Engagement Officer

Subject Teachers

Sport & Health Sciences
Sub School

• Sports Academy

• Health & Community

• Services

      Sub School Mgt. Team

    Engagement Officer

Subject Teachers

Traditional Trades
& Technologies

Sub School
• Building & Construction

• Automotive

• Hospitality

• Hairdressing

    Sub School Mgt. Team

    Engagement Officer

Subject Teachers

    Specialist Staff (Learning & Engagement Leaders, Careers, Student Support etc.)

    Principal Team (College Principal, 3x Assistant Principals)

Student’s Subject/Program Selection Student’s Subject/Program Selection

Students build strong 
relationships with their 
subject  teachers by 
working hard and doing 

their best.
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Our Students

Hallam Senior College services a diverse residential district within the rapidly expanding South Eastern Growth Corridor. 
The College draws students from varied social, economic and cultural backgrounds and recognises and values the diversity of its 
community.

At Hallam Senior College we aim to prepare our young people to confidently and successfully embrace the challenges of life. We seek to provide all students with the 
maximum opportunity for personal and academic growth in a supportive environment, one specially designed for students in their later secondary years. 

Our students are at the centre of our thinking, planning and actions. We aim to ensure that we provide positive learning experiences for every student in a young adult 
environment.  The relationships we forge with students and their families are critical elements of a student’s success at this important stage of their learning. 

Specialist Student 
Support Services 
A number of specialist teachers and allied health 
professionals work at the school to provide support for our 
students.

The Student Support Team provides access to services that develop the 
health, wellbeing and educational achievement of students with specific needs. 
The team includes a Student Wellbeing teacher, Social Workers, Psychologists, 
a School Nurse , a Speech Pathologist and Program for Students with 
Disabilities Coordinator.
Key contact: Ms Julie Buzasi

The Careers Pathways Team includes several accredited careers practitioners 
who provide advice about subject selection, Higher Education and TAFE Entry, 
workplace learning opportunities and employment requirements Key contact:  
Ms Bronwyn Carlos

Students, teachers and parents refer to these staff and 
programs for:

 • Assessment, Professional Assistance and Case Management
 • Support for Individual Learning Plans, Career Action Plans, Attendance 

Improvement Plans and Behaviour Support Plans

Health & Wellbeing Services within school:
✓ Social Workers ✓ School Nurse
✓ Psychologists ✓ Literacy
✓ Speech Pathologist ✓ Occupational Therapist
✓ Counselling  ✓ Mentoring for Koori Students
✓ Re-engagement Programs ✓ Mentoring for Refugee Students
✓ Program for Students with Disabilities

Careers / Pathways Services within school:
✓ Career Action Plans ✓ VTAC Counselling
✓ University and TAFE Advice ✓ Work Experience
✓ Structured Work Place Learning

Access to:
Job Search Agencies, Apprenticeship Agencies, Industry,  Business Networks & 
Disability Employment Services.

The Pathways Hub
You are very welcome at the Pathways Hub. 
It is for all students at Hallam Senior College.

Careers teachers, Engagement Officers & teaching staff work with students to 
help them decide where they are headed after school.

Each student is given assistance to understand what their interests, aptitude and 
skills are, the sorts of careers that they are suited to and to develop a plan of 
how they can get on the right pathway to get where they are headed.

The careers team oversee the development of each student’s Career Action 
Plan (CAP) as part of the SMART class program. This plan assists students with 
making decisions regarding subject and pathway choices.

Where is the Pathways Hub?
It is situated in the centre of the school, between the upper and lower 
courtyards.

Pathways / Careers interviews
All students will have regular interviews with a member of staff to discuss and 
develop their pathways / careers plans. Students (and parents) may also make 
an appointment with the Careers teachers at any time. 

The Careers Centre is open to all students before school, during recess and 
lunchtime and after school on most days.  

What is available at the Pathways Hub?
 • Careers advice. Students can speak with the careers counsellor about 

careers that might interest them and how to get there
 • Lots of brochures about universities, TAFEs, apprenticeships, careers, etc
 • Use of computers to research courses, write resumes, make applications, etc
 • Help with resumes & cover letters, interview techniques, job searching and 

mock interviews
 • Help looking for work experience and structured workplace learning and 

school-based apprenticeships & traineeships
 • Information about applying for jobs, gaining apprenticeships and traineeships
 • Links with local employers and jobs available
 • Speakers about different careers, universities & TAFEs
 • Advice about choosing subjects and courses in VCE & VCAL
 • Advice about choosing subjects and courses at university & TAFE
 • Careers excursions – visits to learn about careers, visits to universities & 

TAFEs
 • Information about scholarships, cadetships, awards
 • Year 12 apprenticeship/traineeship interviews
 • Assistance with VTAC and SEAS applications
 • Parent information on career options
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Attendance
Student learning is maximised by student attendance at all  
timetabled classes. 
Students need to be aware that if they miss 10% of classes in any subject 
for unapproved reasons that they are at risk of non satisfactory completion. 
Students are to ensure that they have a documented reason for any absence 
(eg. Medical certificate) and present this document to their Sub School 
Engagement Officer. 

School approved absences for excursions or camps do not adversely affect 
attendance unless the student is behind in their work.

If a student becomes ill during the day, they need to report to the General Office 
and a parent/guardian will be contacted so they can be taken home. Students 
will be required to sign out.  The school does not administer medication 
including headache tablets such as Aspirin or Panadol. 

Absences due to family holidays during term are not normally approved.

Parents are advised to contact the appropriate sub school regarding the 
reporting of student absence.

Bell Times
In 2018 the College day (for most students) starts at 8:30am with most classes 
concluding at 3:00pm.

Due to the wide range of VET Certificates based at Hallam and offered across 
the region, the College also extends some classes at the end of the day. Student 
timetables may vary from the standard times depending on the subjects they 
have selected. Some VET certificate classes may finish as late as 5:30pm. 

For a current timetable please see visit: www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au 

Travellers
Travellers are students from Gleneagles Secondary College or Fountain Gate 
Secondary College who are undertaking a subject at Hallam Senior College. 
Students from Hallam are also able to take a subject at Gleneagles or Fountain 
Gate.

Travelling enables even wider access to a student’s program of choice.

Travelling is a significant commitment to a program or pathway. Students need 
to act responsibly and take the opportunity presented to them with respect.  
Students who abuse their responsibilities as “travellers” may lose the right to 
travel. 

Block Training in VET Certificates
At Hallam Senior College some of our VET Certificates are delivered within the 
timetable and some are delivered as Block Training. A commitment to Block 
Training may mean that a student misses a period of another subject but the 
student will have the opportunity to work with their other subject teacher to 
organise how to make up that time and complete work.

Block Training sessions are usually 4 hours with a short break.

Expectations
The Hallam Senior College timetable has been designed to provide a range 
of options for students. The College offers a significant variety of subjects 
and certificates. The Senior Secondary environment has a young adult flavour 
enabling higher levels of movement of students during the day including early 
starts and later finishing times.

This requires students to take additional responsibility for using their time 
effectively and ensuring that they attend all scheduled classes and keep up to 
date with their work. Students carry with them a sub school card that shows 
their study periods and agreed times to be on school grounds. Students must 
produce the card on request from a staff member when not in class. We expect 
that students will attend all classes on time, equipped and ready to learn. Where 
absences occur students are required to follow policy by submitting appropriate 
documentation or have the absence deemed unapproved.

These arrangements are again required to provide students with the widest 
possible choice of subjects and individualised programs. Students need to 
demonstrate a higher level of maturity to make the arrangements work well for 
them.

College Communications
The Compass system is the primary method for the College to communicate 
with parents and students. This is done via the calendar function, the newsfeed 
section as well as SMS and direct emails.

Letters to students & families are published throughout the term when required. 
Our Headlines & Highlights photo journal is published at the end of each term.  
These items are made available on the website but also posted out to families.

Plasma screens also deliver daily news / achievements.

Important messages are read out to students when the need arises.

Assemblies are also used as forums for communication to students.

Compass
The Compass system provides numerous opportunities for communication 
between the College and families. Each parent receives log in details to 
Compass at the beginning of the school year. By following the link from the 
College homepage parents can access their account, view student reports, 
email teachers, book parent teacher conferences and view day to day 
attendance data. Parents will also receive attendance alerts twice a day in 
circumstances where students have been marked absent from a class without 
an approved reason.

Transport
If you use public transport to come to school, obtain an application for student 
concession from a MET office or railway station.

Responsible Travel - Please behave responsibly when travelling to and from 
school so that the school has a positive reputation in the community.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
All students are expected to bring a digital device to school everyday. Devices 
need to be fully charged and ready for use in all classes.  Students have the 
option of purchasing a device from the College preferred supplier, Edunet, or are 
able to purchase from a retailer of their choice. The College has a small amount 
of devices that can be borrowed by students on a daily basis. More information 
regarding devise purchasing is available upon enrolment.

Library Services
Librarians are on duty to assist students from 8:15am – 3:45pm. The library is 
open all day.

You are entitled to borrow up to six items for two weeks. Items may be renewed 
if they are not in high demand. If the item is not returned within the required time, 
no further borrowing may be allowed until the overdue item is returned. Generally 
speaking long term loan of textbooks from your booklist is not permitted.

The Library also hosts the Study for Success (S4S) program. See over the page 
for more information.

College Finance Office
The College Finance Office is open on school days between 8:15am and 
3:45pm.  Accepted payment methods include cash, cheque, EFTPOS and Bpay 
for things such as Subject Materials, Essential Education Items, excursions and 
co-curricula activities.

We also offer the opportunity to customise a payment plan to suit your individual 
circumstances.  You may either make an appointment with the Finance Office to 
discuss your situation or attend the College where you will be invited to sit down 
and devise a mutually agreeable plan.

Particularly popular are our late payment evenings where the Finance Office 
remains open until 7.00 p.m.  People who would otherwise be unable to attend 
the College due to work commitments are able to sit down and work their 
situation through.  Generally, we try to hold one late payment event towards the 
end of year and an additional 2 at the beginning the year.  Families are advised 
of the dates via post at the same time subjects are confirmed as well as on the 
College website.

Many families find the flexibility of commencing their payment plan as early as 
October enabled them to be well on the way to finalising their commitments 
early enough to partake in such activities as the Deb Ball, Senior Formal, 
Carnival Day as well as other additional student activities.

Additional Information



11www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au

Reporting
The college reports on your progress and performance at the following times:

Progress Report - Every six weeks 
Semester 1 – Detailed reports for all students 
Semester 2 – Detailed reports for Years 10 & 11 
Semester 2 – References for Year 12

If your teachers are concerned about your progress, attendance etc. at any 
stage throughout the year they will contact home and make references on 
Compass. Parents and guardians are also encouraged to contact the school at 
any time if  they have concerns or queries.

Reports are also accessible via the online Compass System. 

Uniform
The College School Council requires students enrolled at Hallam Senior College 
to follow a dress code.

All students are required to wear the correct College uniform to and from the 
College, at the College and for all College activities unless advised by the 
Principal.

All students are required to dress neatly, modestly and safely whilst undertaking 
any College based activity.

Students should note that failure to comply with the Dress Code is considered 
to be a breach of their responsibilities as a student of Hallam Senior College and 
sanctions may apply.

Please refer to page 7 for more information.

The College uniform shop is located on the College grounds and is open for two 
days per week during Terms 1 & 4 and one day per week during Terms 2 & 3.

SMART Classes
Purpose of Specific, Measurable, Achievable,  Realistic & 
Timely Classes
The SMART Class model is based on research showing that strong and positive 
relationships between teachers and students assist with general engagement 
in learning, academic achievement, psychological and social wellbeing. This 
research indicates that teachers have a strong influence upon students’ positive 
experiences at school. The SMART Class program is supported by the College 
Strategic Plan and Student Engagement Policy Guidelines, and forms the basis 
for implementation of the Managed Individual Pathways Program, e-smart 
initiative, study skills and pastoral care program including building resilience 
through social and emotional learning.

The SMART class teacher/mentor will aim to develop a trusting relationship with 
each student and to listen empathetically and non-judgementally, whilst assisting 
students to achieve success by providing the opportunity for reflection of their 
learning, personal growth and development. Students will be encouraged to take 
responsibility for their own learning, to reflect on their learning, and to develop a 
sense of purpose in their experience of schooling.

Illuminate NextGen
Equip students to be innovative, creative and entrepreneurial in an exciting 
five-day program where students go through the process of starting their own 
business in their community.  

This challenge is open to all Year 10 students at Hallam.  It will run during the 
first week of May in 2019, hosted by Hallam Senior College.  The students miss 
their normal classes for a week to participate and compete with other teams and 
other schools. 

Adam Mostogl is the founder/inspirer and Program Manager of Illuminate 
Education and Consulting. He is the 2015 Tasmanian Young Australian of the 
Year.  He lives by his motto “Believe in Tomorrow Today”. 

Adam inspires young people to realise their potential, unleash their creativity and 
seize the opportunities, because, as he says, “the world is ready”.

 

Study 4 Success
Established in 2012, Study 4 Success aims to assist student learning, build 
upon achievements and increase academic successes.

Study 4 Success is a supervised program that supports young people with a 
quiet space to complete homework or study 3 afternoons a week during school 
terms. 

It involves teachers and community connections dedicating their time to 
assist students with any difficulties they may be having when completing their 
homework or studies. 

Study 4 Success enables students to work in a safe and productive environment 
for as little or as long as they need with the opportunity to seek assistance when 
required.

Study 4 Success allows students to take responsibility for their own learning 
needs and also encourages routines that are replicated in everyday life.

If you have any questions about Study 4 Success, please contact the College.

AVID
What is AVID?
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a VCE and University-
readiness programme designed to increase students’ ability to succeed in 
VCE and to be accepted into University courses. The programme can serve all 
students but is particularly focussed on those students currently achieving in the 
‘middle’ or ‘average’ range of achievement.

AVID was developed in 1980 by Mary Catherine Swanson at Clairemont High 
School in San Diego, California. There are now more than 400,000 students 
enrolled in AVID electives in 16 countries around the world. 

Hallam Senior College is the first school in the South East of Victoria to adopt 
the AVID elective for Year 10 students. 

AVID at Hallam
The AVID elective runs for the whole of Year 10 and is aimed at students who 
want to succeed in VCE and go on to University. Students in AVID are prepared 
to work hard and are capable of good results but are currently not achieving that 
potential. 

During the AVID elective students learn organisational and study skills, develop 
critical thinking and problem solving skills, get academic help from their peers 
and University tutors and participate in collaborative activities and visits to 
Tertiary institutions. 

Tutorials
Once a week students participate in tutorials where they work in small groups to 
systematically work through problems from their academic classes, assisted by 
University tutors supplied through our partnership with Victoria University. 

In preparation for tutorials students must work through a series of critical thinking 
steps and be able to articulate these to their peers. At the completion of the 
tutorial each students reflects on the process and draws direct links to their own 
learning in other classes.

AVID learning strategies that promote improved organisation as well as higher 
order thinking and Literacy skills are commonly used as part of classroom 
instruction at the College. 

Learn, Achieve,
Succeed!
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Senior School FrameworkLearning Pathways

University

TAFE
Certificate II/III/IV, Diploma, Advanced Diploma

Employment/Apprenticeship/Traineeship

Training: TAFE or school,
industry, RTO, ACE)

Structured
Workplace Learning

Completion of VCE Completion of VCAL

VET
(Vocational Education and Training)

VCE VET Program
School Based Apprenticeship & Traineeship

Other VET Certificates

VCE
(Victorian Certificate of Education)

Usually 20-24 Units

VCAL
(Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning)
Literacy and Numeracy Skills, Industry

Specific Skills, Personal Development Skills,
Work Related Skills

Senior School Certificates

F–10 Victorian Curriculum / Year 10

Unscored*Scored
(ATAR)

Can
include

Must
include

*All students enrolled in VCE are expected to complete the certificate with the aim of receiving an ATAR. Any student wishing to complete the VCE as ‘unscored’ must 
complete a written application. Applications are considered towards the end of Term 3 in the final year of the certificate (Year 12). 
See page 16 for further information regarding VCE.
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Choosing A Program or Pathway

In choosing your subjects it is 
important to follow a couple of simple 
pieces of advice: 

Keep Your Options 
Open and Follow Your 
Interests
Note: Keeping options open does not mean you 
should take subjects in which you have no interest 
or little ability! This will restrict rather than enhance 
your options.

There are three golden rules to keep in 
mind when choosing subjects. These 
are:

 • Choose subjects you will most likely succeed in 
(these are usually subjects of INTEREST).

 • Choose subjects that you are most likely to 
enjoy (you will be INTERESTED in these).

 • Check the prerequisites for University or TAFE 
courses of INTEREST to you.

Where a career pathway involves a University or 
TAFE course you should check whether there are 
any subject prerequisites before finalising your 
program choice.

If you discover a need to take subjects in which 
you have little or no INTEREST or with which 
you are likely to struggle, ask yourself  if you are 
prepared and able to put in the work and effort 
necessary to achieve success in these subjects. If 
not, think again!

Career Action Plans 
(CAPs) Services
Students are given extensive careers and pathways 
support throughout their time at Hallam. 
Amongst the services provided are:
 • One full time Careers staff member 
 • Counselling support for students to find their 

career interest & pathway
 • Advice on subject selection and change of 

subjects
 • Individual CAPs & Careers interviews
 • Information to parents
 • VTAC counselling
 • CAPs activities - including goal setting and life 

skills coaching
 • Support for students ‘at risk’ of not completing 

Year 12 (or its equivalent)
 • Career Development Education
 • Help with writing resumes and with finding work 

placements, work experience, School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships

 • Help with finding employment e.g. 
Apprenticeships & traineeships

 • Assistance with applying for scholarships
 • Hallam SC Careers website
 • Range of career information and brochures 

such as TAFE and VTAC Guides, university 
handbooks and faculty booklets

 • Excursions – industry based, university & TAFE
 • Visiting Speakers 
 • Mock Interviews
 • Mentoring and job shadowing
 • World of Work and work experience
 • Programs for students with disabilities careers 

support
 • Individual learning needs program careers 

support 

Secondary School 
(and TAFE) Sector 

TAFE and VET Sector
Higher Education and 
University Sector 

VCE
VCAL
VET in VCE/VET/VCAL 

VET in VCE/VET/VCAL

Certificate I 

Certificate II 

Certificate III 

Senior Extension (VCAL) Certificate IV 

Diploma (ATAR) Diploma (ATAR)

Advanced Diploma (ATAR) Advanced Diploma (ATAR)

Bachelor Degree (ATAR)

Graduate Certificate

Graduate Diploma 

Masters Degree 

Doctoral Degree 

Every time you move from ‘study to study’, ‘study to employment’ and ‘employment 
to employment’ you will need to make choices that will affect your career and 
lifestyle. Your career can be defined by your life, learning and work experiences that 
you have developed from early childhood. In this way your career development is a 
lifelong process

There are at least three basic stages in successful career planning.  The first is to know where you are starting 
from. This is called Finding out about Yourself or ‘Self Development’. You need to have a sound understanding 
of yourself to make intelligent decisions on your future. You can read about this in The Job Guide.  You may 
need to do some self assessment. What are your interests, aptitudes, skills and strengths? 

All Year 10 students at Hallam Senior College complete the Career Match computer program which provides 
a report generated from answers to a number of questions and then provides a ‘Job Suggestions Report’ 
which matches jobs to the student’s interests. This program is available to all students in years 10 to 12.

Students in Year 10 complete work experience in Term 4.

The second stage of successful career planning lies in identifying the destination, preferably not a single 
occupation at this stage but a general occupational area. This is the ‘Career Exploration’ stage where you 
evaluate your current school progress and consider future study and work options. Consider, what type of 
work would suit you? For example, analytic or scientific, creative or artistic, etc. Once again you can read 
about these work types in The Job Guide. Do some research on potential occupations in the area that suits 
you.

The third stage of successful career planning is to identify the pathways that can take you from where you 
are to where you want to go. This is ‘Career Management’ where you have the chance to apply your career 
management skills to your career goals. Throughout your life you will need to constantly make career and 
life decisions as you adjust your career plans to suit your needs and different roles. A great deal of relevant 
information can be found using the internet. In particular students can log onto the  myfuture.edu.au website 
which has been set up to allow individuals to explore career options. Students should also refer to “Where to 
Now” Guide to VCE, VCAL & Apprenticeships and Traineeships. 

Completing a Career Action Plan (CAPs) while at school can assist you to examine where you are and what 
you would be interested in doing as well as how to access this pathway. All Hallam Senior College students 
complete this plan in their SMART Class.

Identifying these pathways has many similarities with the geographic problem of getting from place to place 
in that there are usually many different ways of getting to the one destination. However, some pathways are 
more direct, some are more pleasant and some are more interesting. For the purposes of career planning, 
your own pathway may begin with a Year 10 program which will lead to VCE or VCAL in Years 11 and 12. 
From there it may proceed through a TAFE or University course, or it may lead through employment and 
vocational training such as an apprenticeship or traineeship.

Plan well, for these are the major highways that will take you towards your destination.
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Choosing A Program or Pathway

F–10 Victorian Curriculum
The Victorian Curriculum Foundation–10 (F–10) sets out what every student should learn during their first eleven years of schooling. 

The curriculum is the common set of knowledge and skills required by students for life-long learning, social development and active and informed citizenship.
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 incorporates the Australian Curriculum and reflects Victorian priorities and standards.

Learning Areas
The Arts: 
 • Dance
 • Drama
 • Media Arts
 • Music
 • Visual Arts
 • Visual Communication Design

English

Health and Physical Education

The Humanities: 
 • Civics and Citizenship
 • Economics and Business
 • Geography
 • History

Languages

Mathematics

Science

Technologies: 
 • Design and Technologies

 • Digital Technologies

Hallam Senior College offers two Senior Certificate Courses; 
 • Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
 • Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)

Within these two courses students may undertake;
 • Vocational Education & Training (VET) programs
 • Apprenticeships/ Traineeships known as School Based Apprenticeship and 

Traineeship or SBATs

To help students to select a career pathway a number of themed programs 
have been developed. These programs cater for students with varied interests 
and aspirations including those who wish to combine workplace learning with 
more formal academic study. The school’s relationship with other schools in 
the Eumemmerring Alliance means that our students have access to subjects 
offered in nearby schools as well. This provides further opportunities for our 
students.

A summary of the extensive range of programs and subjects is included within 
this newspaper. Students are able to view in some detail these descriptions to 
check the appropriate course content, and relate this to their area of passion 
and interest.

Students should also read carefully the information regarding VCAL as an 
alternative Certificate course. Students who choose the VCAL are more likely 
to go to TAFE, or complete an apprenticeship, or seek employment after 
completing school.

Students may include Vocational Education and Training (VET) Programs within 
their VCE program. Most courses count for a full VCE sequence, that is, Units 
1-4. 

VET programs offer students practical experience in a specific vocational area, 
as well as gaining a nationally recognised Certificate.  Some VET subjects are 
scored and can be included in the primary four for calculation of the ATAR (for 
tertiary entrance). Unscored VETs can contribute to the ATAR as 10% of the total 
of the primary four.

In the case of VCAL, all students undertake a VET program which provides 
valuable on-the-job training whilst gaining a certificate recognised anywhere 
throughout Australia. 

At Hallam Senior College, we are able to offer an extensive range of VET 
choices. These programs do incur an additional cost, but programs offered 
at Hallam Senior College are at reduced rates compared to TAFE. Costing of 
programs will be finalised during Term 3, and these will be relayed to appropriate 
personnel as soon as practicable.

Programs and Study Choices
Year 10, VCE, VCAL, VET, Apprenticeships, Traineeships 
As a Senior College we are able to offer an extensive range of subject choices for students from Years 10 to 12.  This enables the College to 
manage individual career pathways to suit the interests and needs of each student.

Capabilities
Critical and Creative Thinking

Ethical

Intercultural

Personal and Social

Never give up
Your goals are 

achievable
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Year 10 at Hallam

The Year 10 curriculum options at Hallam Senior College are extensive. They have been designed to cater for a diverse range of 
students with a large variety of interests. 

Program and subject selection is completed at an interview with an Assistant Principal or Leading teacher as part of the enrolment process. The information below is 
designed to assist students and parents in preparation for the subject selection interview. 

Core Subjects
The core subjects in the Year 10 program consist of:

 ✓ One subject each from the English and Mathematics groups  (see table 1)
 ✓ One ‘program’ selection (see table 2)
 ✓ One elective from the Science group (see list of Elective subjects on pages 

31-32)
 ✓ One semester of World of Work

Elective Subjects
The elective subjects in the Year 10 program are designed to provide a broad 
educational experience for Year 10 students while preparing them for Senior 
School certificates. The amount and type of electives available to students will 
depend on the following:

 ✓ The major ‘program’ selected
 ✓ The popularity of the subject selected.

Table 1: English and Mathematics choices
Yr 9 reports and student interviews assist in finding the most appropriate English and Mathematics classes.

Students may select Mathematics and English in different combinations from the categories of General, Excel and Essential.

Subject General Excel Essential

English Mixture of key knowledge and skills 
mapped to the appropriate 
F-10 level (7-10)

Aspirant students looking to work hard and 
excel in their learning.

Essential English – Practical and functional literacy focus. 
Aims to build students English skills, confidence and proficiency

Mathematics Mixture of key knowledge and skills 
mapped to the appropriate 
F-10 level (7-10)

Aspirant students looking to work hard and 
excel in their learning.

Real Life Maths – Practical real life maths based on real world problems. 
The subject aims to build strength, confidence and mathematical 
proficiency.  The Real Life Maths class also incorporates reporting of F-10 
Science.

Table 2: Program choices See page 32 for more detailed descriptions of the specialist sub school programs.    

Program Name Sub School Program Aim Core Subjects Electives Selection Process

General Any

To provide a broad range of 
subjects and challenging learning 
experiences to best equip students 
for  Years 11 and 12.

• English (any)
• Mathematics (any)
• World of Work 

7 Electives with at least one 
from the Science group.

Interviews conducted by 
Assistant Principal and / or Sub 
School leader.
• Interview
• Reports*

Excel Any

Designed for students who are 
motivated to achieve to their 
potential and are looking for a 
challenge. 

• English (General or Excel)
• Mathematics (General or Excel)

6 Electives with at least one 
from the Science group.
1 VCE or VCE/VET subject**

Essential Any

This program is designed to assist 
students work readiness and 
equip them for future vocational and 
learning opportunities.

• English (General or Essential)
• Mathematics (General or Essential)
• Employment Pathways Certificate
• Personal Development Skills 

4 Electives

Sports 
Leadership 
(Sports Academy)

Sports 
Health 

Science

All of these programs have been 
designed to increase student 
knowledge and skills in their 
chosen area of interest through 
intensive skill building, collaborative 
projects, industry exposure, 
work experience(s), excursions, 
competitions.

• English (any)
• Mathematics (any)
• Sports Leadership

6 Electives with at least one 
from the Science group. (no 
additional year 10 sports 
electives permitted)
VCE or VET subject is also 
an option**

Conducted by coaches of each 
sport.
• Application submission 
• Interview and Reports*
Physical trials not conducted in 
all sports.

STEM
(Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering and 
Mathematics)

Science IT 
Commerce

• English (any)
• Mathematics (any)
• STEM

6 Electives with at least one 
from the Science group. 
VCE or VET subject is also 
an option**

Interviews conducted by 
Assistant Principal and / or Sub 
School Leader.
• Application submission
• Interview and Reports*

Building and 
Design

Technology 
and Trades

• English (any)
• Mathematics (any)
• Building and Design

6 Electives with at least one 
from the Science group. 
VCE or VET subject is also 
an option**

Interviews conducted by 
Assistant Principal and / or Sub 
School Leader.
• Application submission
• Interview and Reports*

Visual Arts Arts and 
Humanities

• English (any)
• Mathematics (any)
• Visual Arts

6 Electives with at least one 
from the Science group. 
VCE or VET subject is also 
an option**

Interviews conducted by 
Assistant Principal and / or Sub 
School Leader.
• Application submission
• Interview and Reports*

*Reports are used to assist in determining the suitability of the student for the given program. Major consideration is given to the following areas, level of achievement in 
Mathematics and English, Effort and Behaviour across all subjects.  **VCE and VET subject selections are approved based on student reports. 
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What Is A VCE 
Prerequisite?
A prerequisite is a VCE unit or sequence of units 
that you must successfully complete in order to 
be eligible to apply for a particular course. For 
example, an Engineering course might stipulate 
that Mathematics and Physics Units 3 and 4 are 
prerequisites.  This means that if you haven’t 
successfully completed these units you will not be 
considered for entry to the course.  

Many Art and Design type courses do not have 
prerequisites but require you to have a folio so it 
is advisable to take a subject that will help you to 
develop one. 

In some cases the prerequisite may stipulate not 
only the subject, but also the lowest acceptable 
Study Score. For example, a Medical course 
might stipulate a minimum Study Score of 30 in 
Chemistry as a prerequisite. In this circumstance, 
regardless of how well you go in all other subjects, 
the selection officers will not consider you if your 
Study Score in Chemistry is less than 30. 

Where to Find 
Information on 
VCE Prerequisites
Each year the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(VTAC) publishes a list of prerequisite subjects 
for that year’s group of Year 10 students.  This 
information is usually published as a supplement 
to The Age and Herald Sun in July.  This is an 
invaluable resource, not only for choosing a VCE 
course, but also for checking which courses you 
can apply for at the end of Year 12.  All year 10 
students receive a copy. The information is also 
available in the  VICTER publication  which is 
available on the VTAC web site – www.vtac.edu.au

VCE Overview

The VCE program covers both Years 11 & 12 and involves four semesters or half-years of work. 
Capable Year 10 students should elect to undertake a Unit 1,2 or a VET Unit 1,2.

Over these four semesters students will normally take a total of 20 units. These will include:-

a)  Four units from the English group (one per semester over Years 11 and 12)
b)  Five or six units per semester in VCE Year 1 (Year 11)
c)  Five sequences in VCE Year 2 (Year 12). Units 3 & 4 are taken as a sequence.

To be awarded the Victorian Certificate of Education the student must satisfactorily complete at least sixteen 
units, including:

a)  At least three units of English (two of which must be at 3/4 level).
b)  At least three sequences of semester 3 and 4 level units of studies other than English.

Most students will take 1 and 2 level units at Year 11 and 3 and 4 level units at Year 12. Some Year 10 
students will be able to take a unit 1/2 subject if their Year 9 results are very good. Some year 11 students will 
be able to take a unit 3/4 sequence, if their Year 10 results are very good.

A unit is taken for one semester (half year) and is of approximately 100 hours duration. Regular homestudy 
and revision is an essential part of this.

Choosing a Program
Students and their parents should study the “Where to Now” book and this newspaper carefully. When choosing 
courses and units, students should consider the following questions:

•  Is the subject of interest to me?

•  Do I have a good chance of success in the subject?

•  What kind of unit is it?

•  What type of work is required? Practical? Scientific? Essay Writing?

•  Will the unit chosen keep open a suitable range of later studies and career choices?

•  Do the units fulfil the requirements for admission to relevant tertiary courses?

•  What type of student program am I most interested in?

Obtaining advice and information
It is the responsibility of the student to seek advice and make informed decisions. Students should seek 
advice and information from their subject teachers. 

Students should also seek information on possible careers and further education courses by visiting the 
Careers Hub. Advice is also available at the time of enrolment.

VET as part of the VCE
One or more VET subjects may be included in the VCE.

‘Some VET courses are considered VCE/VET. These VETs include study scores just like normal VCE units and 
can contribute to your Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR).

Planning for the two year course
Students should plan for both Years 11 and 12, realising that changes can and will be made to those plans to 
suit their changing interests and activities. 

Fees and Charges
Several units of study have a charge attached to them. Selecting one of these courses means an obligation to 
accept responsibilty for the charge involved.

It is expected that students will have paid 50% of the charge before the end of this year and the remainder in 
the first week of the new school year. Payment of the unit charge confirms the student’s place in a class.

How do I pass the VCE?
As outlined above, students must complete 16 units in certain combinations in order to pass the VCE. In 
order to pass a unit of work students must complete the coursework provided in class as well as homework 
tasks. This is not to be confused with SAC’s (School Assessed Coursework). A SAC is used in addition to 
coursework in order to determine the ‘level of achievement’. Hallam Senior College administers the VCE as it 
was intended; an inclusive senior school certificate where students ‘pass’ by completing the work assigned in 
class (and homework) and the ‘SAC’ work is not used as a ‘pass / fail’ mechanism. 

Unscored or Non-ATAR VCE
Parents may elect for their son / daughter to complete a VCE without obtaining study scores and an ATAR. 
This option is only available where full parent consent is obtained and will be put into place by the end of term 
3 in the final year of the students VCE year. Until this time all students are expected to complete ‘scored’ 
tasks (SAC’s). Students must complete these scored tasks in case there is a ‘change of mind or pathway’ and 
the student needs the ATAR in order to progress. It is also important to keep in mind that ‘passing’ the VCE is 
dependent on students completing coursework and homework, the ‘SAC’s’ are only used in order to assess 
the level of achievement. 

The VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) is recognised internationally, and provides pathways to further study at university, 
TAFE (Technical and Further Education) and the world of work. 
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VET Overview

VET is optional in the VCE but essential in VCAL
Vocational Education and Training Programs assist students to make the 
transition to further education, training and employment. Many programs are 
based on entry level TAFE courses. These programs are designed so that 
students can develop general work related competencies and the skills and 
knowledge required in a particular industry.

VET Programs
 • A nationally recognised vocational certificate
 • Counts towards the VCAL certificate or VCE Certificate
 • May contribute to the ATAR or study score in the VCE
 • Allow students to gain the VCE or VCAL and a VET qualification
 • Promote an awareness of the world of work through work placement 
 • Develop general work related competencies i.e. skills in communication, 

team work, using technology, problem solving, using mathematical ideas 
and concepts, planning and organising activities, gathering and analysing 
information and occupational health and safety

 • Develop the skills and knowledge required to work in a particular industry
 • Give students a competitive edge in looking for both casual and full time 

employment
Some VET programs incur a materials charge for consumable items (such as 
food, timber, text books). This charge must be paid before a student will be 
accepted into a program.

VET in the VCE
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) has endorsed these 
programs and so the work done in the VET program is equal to completing 
VCE units. This means that students can use the VCE VET units to satisfy the 
minimum requirements for VCE. All VET in the VCE programs have Unit 1/2 and 
/ or 3/4 status and some can provide students with an ATAR contribution. The 
number of VCE units and the ATAR contribution available varies from program to 
program.

As these programs contribute to VCE it is more than likely that students will 
complete some theory work as part of the program.

Some VCE VET subjects require students to complete additional assessment 
tasks and an exam to meet the VCE requirements for a study score. Other VET 
subjects which provide credit for VCE unit 3 and 4 will contribute an increment 
to the overall study score. 

VCE VET programs usually require students to complete one or two weeks 
structured workplace learning.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships
The School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship program for secondary 
school students is open to students 15 years of age or over who are permanent 
residents of Australia. The program involves the students undertaking their VCE 
/ VCAL certificate as well as being employed and trained under the following 
arrangements:

 • VCE / VCAL studies selected by student
 • A training agreement registered with the Australian Apprenticeship Centre.
 • A negotiated training program leading to a nationally recognised qualification
 • Paid work under some form of industrial agreement that endorses Part-time 

Apprenticeships, such as a Federal Industrial Award, Australian Workplace 
Agreement (AWA) or Certified Agreement (CA)

School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship programs generally provide the 
same contribution to the VCE as their related VET in the VCE programs.

For further information http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs

Structured Workplace Learning
Some VET programs have compulsory work placement components and 
others do not. Courses with work placement components require students to 
do structured work experience in their chosen industry. The amount of work 
placement for each program varies as does the timing of the placement. Family 
holidays should be organised around these times.

Students will be expected to assist with the organisation of work placement. 
They are required to get legal forms signed and in some cases attend an 
interview with prospective employers. Students should initially try to find their 
own work placement and select one that suits their own travel requirements.

Transport
Students are expected to organise their own transport to and from VET school 
or TAFE / Registered Training Organisation (RTO).

Student Commitment
There are many advantages for students who choose to do a VET program. 
Hallam Senior College is committed to doing all that it can to ensure that 
students gain entry to and are successful in the VET program of their choice. 
Students need to be committed to their VET program. They will be expected to:

 • Meet application deadlines, prepare for and attend interviews on time, when 
relevant

 • Attend classes on time and on a regular basis.
 • Notify the school, RTO or TAFE of an impending absence.
 • Always act in a responsible manner at school, RTO, TAFE or workplace
 • Abide by the rules of an RTO or TAFE
 • Always be prepared for classes and have the necessary equipment required
 • Organise and complete work placement when required.
 • Promptly notify Hallam Senior College’s VET Coordinator whenever problems 

or queries occur
 • Provide the RTO with emergency contact details at the commencement of 

the program 

Certification
Students receive a Statement of VET Modules or Units of Competence. Only 
VCE VET units with a result of S or C are reported on the VCE Statement of 
Results or are sent to VTAC or VCAA. A result of N or J for a VCE VET unit is not 
calculated.

The Statement of VET Modules or Units of Competence lists each module 
satisfactorily completed as a part of the VCE VET program. The statement is 
cumulative and reports modules undertaken in both the current and previous 
years.

Students who satisfactorily complete a VCE VET program will receive a 
Certificate for the qualification achieved. This Certificate will be provided by their 
RTO.

Registered Training Organisation 
All Victorian VET programs must be run in accordance with the Australian Quality 
Training Framework (AQTF) Essential Conditions and Standards for Continuing 
Registration and the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) 
Guidelines for VET providers.

Hallam Senior College is the authorized Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 
for most VET programs run at the college. This means that the College has 
permission to run the programs and they are part of the College’s “scope of 
registration”.  
There are exceptions where we enter into a partnership with another RTO to 
deliver some programs. This is called an “Auspicing arrangement”. 

VET in School Certificates are undertaken by senior secondary school students as part of their secondary school certificate; 
the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL).
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VCAL Overview

Why is VCAL unique at Hallam?
 ✓ Flexibility: Our aim is to offer as much flexibility as possible to suit individual 

needs, abilities and interests.
 ✓ 5 days at school: Unlike the traditional VCAL model where students attend 

school 3 days a week, Hallam Senior College students attend school for 5 
days unless their selected Vocational Education & Training (VET) Certificate 
is conducted offsite for example Animal Studies. 

 ✓ The school is an RTO (Registered Training Organisation):  enabling students 
to have access to a wide selection of VET certificates, on site, in industry 
standard facilities. 
The majority of VCAL students undertake two VET certificates ensuring that 
the Industry Specific Skills and the Work Related Skills strands of the VCAL 
are complied with.

 ✓ Work Placement: Becoming work ready is a vital element of a VCAL 
program.  At Hallam Senior College students undertake work placement 
when they are ready and wish to negotiate this with the school. 
Students are not expected to find a work placement for one day a week for 
the whole year. Where some VET certificates highly recommend a specific 
number of hours to be undertaken, this is enabled through the Careers and 
Pathways team.

 ✓ The school has developed a number of industry partnerships that assist 
with work placement.

 ✓ Where students demonstrate strong literacy and numeracy skills they 
have the opportunity to undertake equivalent VCE subjects e.g. VCAL 
Intermediate Numeracy and VCE General Mathematics.

 ✓ Specialist Programs: At Hallam Senior College, in addition to the general 
VCAL program, offer five specialist themed VCAL programs

Who is the VCAL suited to?
VCAL could be considered by students who

 ✓ Are interested in apprenticeships or traineeships
 ✓ Do not require an ATAR score
 ✓ Want a Year 11 and/or Year 12 Certificate
 ✓ Want to stay at school to complete their secondary education
 ✓ Are more attuned to applied “hands on” learning
 ✓ May want to go out to work when they finish school
 ✓ Wish to pursue Higher Education at TAFE or ACE 

(Adult Community Education) providers in the future
 ✓ Want to develop more confidence in the workplace
 ✓ Want to gain maturity before they take future steps

 
VCAL Design
The VCAL is accredited at three levels:

 • Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning - Foundation
 • Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning - Intermediate
 • Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning - Senior

The three levels will ensure that there are achievable learning targets for a range 
of students.

 
VCAL Curriculum Strands
VCAL Learning Programs comprise four Curriculum Strands including studies in 
Literacy and Numeracy. The four strands are:

 • Literacy and Numeracy
 • Work Related Skills
 • Industry Specific Skills
 • Personal Development Skills

The units and modules selected in each Curriculum Strand could comprise units 
for VCE, VET and Further Education and VCAL units accredited by VCAA.

Strand 1 - Literacy and Numeracy 
This may include for example, the literacy and numeracy units from the VCAL or 
VCE English and Maths units.

Strand 2 - Industry Specific Skills 
This may include industry specific units from VET programs, VCE VET or VCE 
Technology programs.

 
Strand 3 - Work Related Skills 
This may include part-time work, apprenticeships, traineeships, or structured 
workplace learning - and units such as occupational health and safety, planning 
for employment or further VET Certificates or suitable VCE subjects.

Strand 4 - Personal Development Skills 
This may include local and community based projects, voluntary work and 
structured activities to help develop self-confidence, teamwork and other skills 
important for life, employment and active citizenship.

Structured Workplace Learning
Students MUST undertake a structured work placement during the examination 
period to meet the outcomes. They are also encouraged to complete one day 
in the workplace each week. The work arrangement should be made by the 
student but must be approved by the school. NO STUDENT is permitted to be 
in a placement without the required Structured Workplace Learning Form signed 
by all parties. Where students are having difficulty finding a placement the school 
may be able to assist. 

Once the arrangement is in place it is up to the student to make contact with the 
employer. In the case of an absence or an inability to attend the workplace it is 
essential that the student inform both the employer and the school. Un-notified 
absences from the workplace could be deemed as unapproved absences from 
school and count towards the total absence record.

Students are strongly encouraged to have an in-principle workplace learning 
arrangement with an employer before starting VCAL. This work placement 
should be in an industry related to the chosen VET subjects.

Commitment to the Program
VCAL students need to be committed to their individual program. The school, 
VET or TAFE and the workplace need to work together for the program to be 
successful. Where students are experiencing any difficulties in any area it is very 
important to make contact with their Sub School without delay. Students could 
be jeopardising their VCAL certificate if there is a problem in any area.

 

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a senior secondary certificate based on applied learning. The VCAL has 
been designed to provide additional pathways for Years 11 and 12 students interested in vocationally orientated career options 
or moving straight into employment.

University

TAFE
Certificate II/III/IV, Diploma, Advanced Diploma

Employment/Apprenticeship/Traineeship

Completion of VCAL

VET
Structured

Workplace Learning

VCAL

Year 10
Students select form a broad range of Year 10 subjects that include a number

of “Hands on” options. Able students might elect to undertake a VET Certificate.

(Vocational Education & Training)
VCE VET Program

School based apprenticeship &
traineeship. Other VET Certificates

(Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning)
Literacy and numeracy skills, industry specific skills, personal development skills,

work related skills
VCAL is offered over all 3 certificate levels: Foundation, Intermediate & Senior.
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VCAL & Applied Learning Programs
Standard VCAL program at Hallam Senior College

Level / Strand Audience Literacy Numeracy Personal Development 
Skills Industry Specific Skills (VET)

Work Related Skills/ 
Structured Workplace Learning*
*Negotiated with the VCAL/ Careers Coordinator

Foundation 
VCAL

Usually Year 11 Students with 
additional needs and/ or requiring a 
higher level of learning support

Foundation Literacy Foundation Numeracy Foundation PDS VET Certificates II Certificate I in Employment Pathways

Intermediate 
VCAL

Usually Year 11 Students

Maths selection must be approved 
by a course counsellor

Intermediate Literacy 
OR 
Bridging English 
(EAL students only)

Intermediate Numeracy 
OR 
VCE Mathematics Units

Intermediate PDS VET Certificates II VET Certificates OR 
VCE units Outdoor & Environmental 
Studies; Industry & Enterprise and any 
Technology study OR Intermediate WRS 
OR Structured Workplace Learning 
Linked to VET Certificate

Senior 
VCAL

Usually Year 12 Students

Maths selection must be approved 
by a course counsellor

Senior Literacy Skills 
OR 
VCE EAL Unit 3 
(EAL students only)

Senior Numeracy 
OR 
VCE Mathematics Units

Senior PDS VET Certificates II 
or above

VET Certificates II/III OR VCE units 
Outdoor & Environmental Studies; 
Industry & Enterprise and any 
Technology study OR Structured 
Workplace Learning Linked to VET 
Certificate

Specialist VCAL program at Hallam Senior College: Building & Construction Theme

This themed approach will enable the strands of VCAL to be integrated and provide a more focused VCAL. 
This means that the strands will focus on the building industry with dedicated Literacy, Numeracy and Personal Development themed to compliment the industry. 
This is a select entry program. *Meets VCAA’s Industry Pathways Requirement: http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/Industry_pathways_VCE_VCAL.aspx

Level / Strand Audience Literacy Numeracy Personal Development 
Skills Industry Specific Skills (VET) Work Related Skills/ Structured 

Workplace Learning

Intermediate 
VCAL

Usually Year 11 students with a 
specific interest in the Building and 
Construction Industry

Maths selection must be approved 
by a course counsellor

Intermediate Literacy 
OR 
Bridging English 
(EAL students only)

Intermediate Numeracy 
OR 
VCE Mathematics Units

Intermediate PDS: linked 
to Literacy and /or 
Numeracy Skills

Certificate II Building & 
Construction OR Certificate II 
Furniture Making Pathways

Intermediate WRS in conjunction with 
Structured Workplace Learning Linked to 
VET Certificate

Senior VCAL Usually Year 12 students with a 
specific interest in the Building and 
Construction Industry

Maths selection must be approved 
by a course counsellor

Senior Literacy OR 
VCE EAL Unit 3 
(EAL students only)

Senior Numeracy 
OR 
VCE Mathematics Units

Senior PDS: 
linked to Literacy and /or 
Numeracy Skills

Certificate II Building & 
Construction OR Certificate II 
Furniture Making Pathways

Senior WRS in conjunction with 
Structured Workplace Learning Linked to 
VET Certificate

Part-Time Work 
Students should inform the Careers Coordinator if they are in part-time work 
arrangements. There are occasions when part time work can contribute to credit 
towards the VCAL or VCE. Each case is different and needs to be individually 
assessed.

Certification 
Includes: 
VCAL Certificate/Statement of Results/VET Certificate and or Statement of 
Attainment - where appropriate 
Satisfactory completion of an Individual Learning Program equals
 • 10 credits (1 credit = 100 nominal hours)

 Which contain components from:
 - VCAL units
 - VCE units
 - VET VCE units
 • Must include:

 - A minimum of 2 VCAL units
 - One credit for Literacy and one credit for Numeracy
 - One credit for each of the remaining strands
 - Include 6 credits at the level of the VCAL award, of which one must be for  
   Literacy and one must be for a VCAL Personal Development Skills unit.

How will I get my results?
You will receive a VCAL certificate for the level (Foundation, Intermediate or 
Senior) you choose to complete. 

You will receive a Statement of Results from the VCAA, listing all the VCAL, VCE 
and VCE VET units you were enrolled in and completed.

You will also receive a Statement of Attainment from the RTO for VET or Further 
Education training that you have completed.

Dream more
Learn more

Do more
Become more
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Specialist VCAL program at Hallam Senior College: Pasifika 

This themed approach will enable the strands of VCAL to be integrated and provide a more focused VCAL. 
This means that the Literacy, Numeracy and Personal Development strands will have a strong focus on the cultural identity of Maori and Pasifika students.

Level / Strand Audience Literacy Numeracy Personal Development 
Skills

Industry Specific 
Skills (VET)

Work Related Skills/ Structured 
Workplace Learning

Intermediate 
VCAL

Maori and Pasifika students with a 
specific interest in exploring their 
cultural identity

Intermediate Literacy 
OR 
Bridging English 
(EAL students only)

Intermediate Numeracy 
OR 
VCE Mathematics Units

Intermediate PDS: linked to 
Literacy and/or Numeracy 
Skills

VET Certificates VET Certificates OR 
VCE units Outdoor & Environmental 
Studies; Industry & Enterprise and 
any Technology study OR Structured 
Workplace Learning Linked to VET 
Certificate

Senior VCAL Maori and Pasifika students with a 
specific interest in exploring their 
cultural identity

Senior Literacy 
OR 
VCE EAL Unit 3 
(EAL students only)

Senior Numeracy 
OR 
VCE Mathematics Units

Senior PDS: 
linked to Literacy and /or 
Numeracy Skills

VET Certificates II 
or above

VET Certificates II/III OR 
VCE units Outdoor & Environmental 
Studies; Industry & Enterprise and any 
Technology study OR Structured Workplace 
Learning Linked to VET Certificate

VCAL Strands and Credits
Task: Match your subjects for next year to the strands in the ‘your subjects’ column and then calculate the possible credits you can achieve if 
you successfully complete the year.

Strand Subject / Class Credits Your Subjects Possible Credits

*Literacy
VCAL Intermediate Literacy/ Senior Literacy OR 
VCE  English (any)

2

*Numeracy
VCE Foundation Maths / Senior Numeracy OR 
VCE Maths (any)

2

Industry Specific Skills VET Certificate II or III 2

Work Related Skills
Additional VET Certificate II or III OR Suitable VCE subject
OR Extended Structured Work Place Learning Program

2

Personal Dev. Skills Compulsory) Senior Personal Development Skills 2

Totals (10 minimum across all 4 strands) 10

*Students may elect to enrol in either VCE English or Maths based on a recommendation from their teacher.
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Visual Arts at 
Hallam Senior College

The Hallam Arts Academy 
The Hallam Arts Academy at Hallam Senior College is a 
programme for students who wish to excel in the area of Arts. 
In particular, those who wish to maximise their study score for 
arts-based subject/s are encouraged to apply. 

 
The Arts Academy aims to improve students study scores in their arts based subjects whilst also preparing 
them for tertiary level study in the area of the Visual Arts. Arts Academy in Year 10 will run as a timetabled 
subject for the entire year. At a Year 11 and 12 level it is expected that students will specialise in a VCE, 
VET or VCAL Arts based subject and participate in workshops, incursions and excursions. Students 
enrolled in the Visual Arts stream will be offered the opportunity to undertake a folio development course for 
entry into Design and Fine Arts at University or TAFE. 

Theory, tuition sessions and alternative sessions will consist of practical workshops, excursions and 
competitions that are offered in the broader community. Arts Academy students will have extended access 
to resources and facilities such as the theatre, music studio, MAC labs and art rooms. Arts Academy 
students will receive individualised tuition from their arts subject teachers.

Hallam Senior College

ACADEMY

At Hallam we offer:
 • An environment that fosters creativity and 

innovation and values diversity
 • The opportunity to develop individual skills and 

talents
 • Access to state of the art facilities and 

equipment
 • A flexible timetable and curriculum 
 • Teachers and instructors who have a passion for 

arts and design 
 • Expert knowledge and skills from experienced 

teachers 
 • The development of confidence and skills to 

pursue career pathways in arts and design
 • Access to professionals working in arts and 

design industries
 • A curriculum that enables students to focus on 

their specific area of interest 
 • The opportunity for students to prepare for 

further studies in the arts.
 • Instructors with current and relevant industry 

experience
 • A graduate exhibition at the end of the year 

planned and curated by students

Facilities and Equipment
 • Three digital media labs 
 • State of the art Mac computers and latest 

edition software 
 • Scanners, negative scanners, tablets, CD/DVD 

burners 
 • Digital printers including Epson Photo printers 
 • Recording Studio
 • SLR cameras, digital and analogue
 • Video cameras including industry quality high 

definition video camera 
 • Photography Studio
 • Black and white darkroom and film processing 

lab
 • Theatre suitable for guest speakers and lectures
 • Green Screen Studio
 • On site Gallery 
 • Ceramic kiln
 • Large printing press
 • Sculpture Courtyard
 • Drawing/painting studio including curtained area 

for life drawing

To be considered for the Arts Academy students must submit an application form which will be followed by 
an interview at which they will be required to present a folio of their work.

Art & Design Pathways at Hallam

Completion of VCE Completion of VCAL

Arts Pathways

University

Year 12 - Art Specialisation
VCE: Art, Studio Arts, Media, Visual Communication & Design

VET: Information, Digital Media and Technology, Screen & Media, Visual Arts

Year 11 - Art Specialisation
VCE: Art, Studio Arts, Media, Visual Communication Design

VET: Information, Digital Media and Technology, Screen and Media, Visual Arts

Year 10 - Arts Academy
To be eligible for the Arts Academy you first select either a visual or performing arts Year 10 subject

TAFE
Certificate II/III/IV, Diploma, Advanced Diploma
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HALLAM VALLEY TRADE TRAINING CENTRE
AUTO & CONSTRUCTION BUILDING

Trades and Technology Centre of Excellence
As one of the largest school providers of vocational education and training, our aim is to provide students with real opportunities 
and support to learn and develop the skills and industry knowledge required to make them “in demand” for employers. 

Partnerships & Connections
The Trades & Technology Centre of Excellence has developed a number of professional relationships with a variety of organisations and institutions including 
Apprenticeships Group Australia, VACC, Chisholm Institute, Holmesglen TAFE and South East Local Learning and Employment Network (SELLEN).

SOUTH EAST  
LOCAL LEARNING &  

EMPLOYMENT NETWORK

Strategically located in Hallam, the Centre takes advantage of proximity to 
industry and further education and training institutions to provide options and 
support during and beyond school.

Through Work Experience, Structured Workplace Learning or School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships, students have the opportunity to access on 
the job experience to complement their program.  Engaging with the workplace 
they get a taste for their chosen career before completing school and moving on 
to further education and training or employment.

With our highly qualified and experienced teachers maintaining their industry 
links and contacts, and in conjunction with the staff in our Pathways Hub, 
students are provided with up to date information about their career pathways.
Students may enrol directly into the school to take advantage of the many 
programs on offer or opt for one of the programs at the school offered through 
the South East Local Learning and Employment Network VET in Schools 
programs.

State Of The Art Facilities
The excellent facilities for the programs at Hallam Senior College were developed 
with funding from the Trades Training Centres in Schools program.

Seven schools have partnered to provide a range of programs through the 
TTC across three sites with the major facility being at Hallam. Through its Year 
10 curriculum, Hallam Senior College also offers one semester trades taster 
electives to help students with their subject selections in the senior certificates.

Industry standard training facilities have been purpose built to support the 
programs but are also used for to compliment studies in VCE, VCAL and Year 
10. 

Programs associated with the Trades and Technology Centre of Excellence are 
part of the suite of programs offered though the Hallam Valley Trades Training 
Centre.

Hallam Senior College (TOID 22249)

 ✓ Automotive                ✓  Building and Construction
 ✓ Furniture Making* ✓  Electrotechnology
 ✓ Hospitality               ✓  Hair & Beauty
 ✓ Plumbing

Hampton Park Secondary College

 ✓ Engineering*

St John’s Regional College, Dandenong (TOID 6806)

 ✓ Patisserie and Commercial Cookery

*Delivered in partnership with an external RTO

Pathways Hub
The Pathways Hub is integral to the support provided to students who 
undertake training in the programs offered as part of the Trades and Technology 
Centre of Excellence. 

Students have access to the latest careers and employment information and 
receive professional, expert guidance and assistance to help them make 
considered choices.

The Pathways Hub also invites local employment and training representatives to 
speak to students about current opportunities.

Employability Skills
All programs in the Trades and Technology Centre of Excellence are underpinned 
by nationally recognised employability skills.

These skills recognise that students require more than the technical skills for 
their job but need to develop in areas such as communication, teamwork, 
problem solving, initiative, planning and organising, self-management, learning 
and use of technology.

Industry Pathways in Building and 
Construction
The Trades and Technology Centre of Excellence provides opportunities for 
students with a passion for the Building and Construction industry to participate 
in a specialised program that provides additional recognition for their VCAL 
certificate.

Students are required to complete accredited subjects over two years including 
80 hours of workplace learning. The program is designed to provide students 
opportunities for deeper engagement with the industry as well as the entry level 
skills that employers value. A special application process is required and further 
information is available from the college.

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) 
Opportunities
Structured Workplace Learning is an integral part of all Vocational Education 
and Training programs and specific blocks of time are set aside during the year 
for students to take advantage of SWL opportunities. Any students interested in 
SWL should contact the Pathways Hub for assistance and advice.

1. Communication 5. Planning & Organising 

2. Teamwork 6. Self-management 

3. Problem-solving 7. Learning

4. Initiative & Enterprise 8. Technology
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Trades and Technology Centre of Excellence

University

TAFE
Certificate II/III/IV, Diploma, Advanced Diploma

Employment/Apprenticeship/Traineeship

Training: TAFE or school,
industry, RTO, ACE)

Structured
Workplace Learning

VET
VET Certificates:

Automotive, Building & Construction, Furniture Making Pathways,
Hair & Beauty, Kitchen Operations, Integrated Technologies,

Salon Assistant, Plumbing

VCE
VCE Subjects:

Food & Technology, Product Design & Technology: Wood
Product Design & Technology: Textiles, Systems Engineering.

VCAL
VCAL is offered over all 3 certificate levels:

Foundation, Intermediate and Senior.
SWLs & SBATs, Multiple VETs,

Integration with VCE

Senior School Certificates

Year 10

UnscoredScored
(ATAR)

Sport & Health
Sciences

Sub School

Hallam Senior College: Sub Schools
Arts &

Humanities
Sub School

Science, IT
& Commerce
Sub School

Traditional Trades
& Technologies

Sub School

Alliance Schools
Gleneagles SC, Fountain Gate SC 

HVTTC Schools &
VET Cluster Other local schools

Completion of VCE Completion of VCAL

Year 10 Subjects: Beauty Blitz, Food Glorious Food, Global Food Adventures,
Try A Trade – Automotive & Electrotechnology,

Try A Trade – Building and Product Design, Try A Trade – Landscaping
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The Hallam Senior College Sports Academy is currently built around sports that were identified as an 
integral part of Hallam and its surrounding communities. These sports also reflect the school’s culturally 
diverse population.

� Australian Rules Football (Boys & Girls)

� Basketball (Boys & Girls)

� Football (Soccer, Boys & Girls)

� Rugby League (Boys & Girls)

� Diamond Sports (Baseball/Softball, Boys & Girls)

� Netball (Girls & Boys)

The sports are used as a tool to keep students interested and engaged in school and to provide them 
with opportunities to pursue careers in the sport and recreation industry. These pillar sports form the 
foundation of the program. 

Alongside the pillar sports, students with specialisms in other sports have also accessed the program. 

Sports Academy

Year 12    Sports Coaching

VCAL

AFL Traineeship
Personal Trainer
Camp Instructor
Sports Coach

Sports Instructor

Sports Administration
Development Officer
Events Co-ordinator
Sports Management
Facilities Manager

Tertiary Studies:
Sports Administration
Teaching / Coaching

Physiotherapy
Human Movement

Career Pathways Career Pathways Career Pathways

VCE

Year 11   Sport Specialisation

Year 10   Sports Leadership
Australian Rules, Basketball,
Rugby League, Soccer, Netball,
Diamond Sports

Australian Rules, Basketball,
Rugby League, Soccer, Netball,
Diamond Sports

Australian Rules, Basketball,
Rugby League, Soccer, Netball,
Diamond Sports

Pathways through the Sports Academy

A unique and exciting program
The Hallam Senior College Sports Academy recognises the importance of providing 
students with a fulfilling and challenging education that also allows them to further 
develop and enhance their opportunities to pursue a career in sport; or move on 
into further education and training and/or work.

Partnerships with sporting organisations
The Hallam Senior College Sports Academy has developed professional relationships with a variety of elite sports bodies including the Basketball Victoria, 
Softball Victoria and the NRL Victoria. 

The Hallam Senior College Sports Academy is an exciting and unique program that promotes school connectedness through 
sport in a student athlete friendly environment. We aim to provide clear pathways that link career aspirations with opportunities 
in both school and the wider community. Partnership links with educational organisations, sports industry, clubs and 
organisations are a feature of the program.  
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Hallam Senior College is a very large provider of subjects at years 10,11 and 12 with a range of 
opportunities available to the student athlete to complement their passion for sport.

The majority of Sports Academy students undertake Certificate III Sport and Recreation with a training 
commitment usually on Tuesday mornings and Wednesday afternoons. In addition, the weekly program 
can include pre-habilitation, re-habilitation, strength and conditioning, skills practice and match play and 
community links. 

What else does the course offer me?
Students are provided with high performance coaching. This means students are taught match-play and 
the tactics and skills required to perform at an elite level.

 • Match-play: Students are given the opportunity of regular match-play against some of the best 
schools across the state in both state and national championships.

 • Referees Course: Depending on the sport, students participating in the program obtain 
qualifications to referee and umpire in their chosen field.

 • Coaching Course: Most programs deliver a junior licence coaching course or equivalent.
 • Junior Development Programs: Depending on the sport students are trained as one of the many 

junior development leaders in such programs as Goal Kick, AusKick, Mod League, Batter Up, Aussie 
Hoops and Backyard League.

 • Strength and Conditioning: Students undertake strength and conditioning with Woodford 
Athletic Performance Academy (WAPA), with analysis and development of individual strength and 
conditioning programs specific to their sport. 

 • Fitness testing: Students undertake fitness testing with Global Performance Testing.
 • Pre-habilitation and Re-habilitation: Education and Experience (P3)
 • Level Two First Aid: Students also receive their Level Two First Aid qualification (Through VET Sport 

& Recreation Certificate III).

General aims of the program for each sport are to: 
 • Develop advanced skills, knowledge and understanding of a particular sport
 • Allow students to participate in competency based learning that can contribute to an ATAR score
 • Promote and enhance self discipline, goal setting, time management and leadership through teams 

and individual pursuits
 • Increase the employability skills of students connected to the health sciences and sports and 

recreation industries.

Sports Academy Curriculum
In designing a student’s program careful attention is paid to ensuring that students 
select from a variety of subjects and specialist areas including the particular sport 
they are interested in. While the sport specialist areas are an integral part of a 
student’s program we need to ensure that pathways options are maintained to best 
suit the individual student.

Applications
The Sports Academy is a select 
entry program. The Hallam Senior 
College Sports Academy recognises 
the importance of providing students 
with a fulfilling and challenging 
education that also allows them to 
further develop and enhance their 
opportunities to pursue a career in 
sport.

Students interested in becoming a student 
of the Sports Academy must go through an 
interview and screening process and adhere to 
criteria set by the College and the participating 
sports body. 

Students are required to provide an academic 
history, sporting background and references to 
ensure that this is the right program for them 
before being selected.

Students must enrol as fulltime students at 
Hallam Senior College. The Sports Academy is a 
fee-based program including uniform.

 
Application forms and criteria 
information are available by calling 
Hallam Senior College 
on 9703 1266 or online at: 
www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics at Hallam

Students undertake Mathematics at every year level.
They are encouraged to choose their level of mathematics based on:
 • their reports
 • teacher recommendations,
 • knowledge of vocational requirements eg. Electricians should have at 

least General Mathematics
 • knowledge of  University or TAFE requirements eg. Maths Methods for 

Engineering or Computer Science

 

Current students of Hallam Senior College should talk to their teachers 
to ensure that they are enrolled in the correct Mathematics subject.

Students who are considering enrolling at Hallam Senior College should 
bring evidence of their current Maths level to help guide the course 
selection process

Calculators That Are Required In Maths Subjects At Hallam Senior College

CLASSPAD

Subjects that require a
CLASSPAD are: 
 • Yr 10 Mainstream Maths
 • General Maths: Further
 • Maths Method Units 1 to 4
 • General Maths : Specialist 
 • Further Maths 3 & 4 
 • Specialist Maths 3 & 4
 • Advanced Maths

SCIENTIFIC

Subjects that require a
scientific calculator are – 
 • Yr 10 Real Life Maths
 • Foundation Maths Unit 1 & 2 
 • VCAL Foundation Numeracy
 • VCAL Intermediate Numeracy
 • VCAL Senior Numeracy

Note: any scientific calculator will be
accepted

Year 10 Year 11
Units 1 and 2

Year 12
Units 3 and 4

Mainstream Maths
(Can also include
Advanced Maths*)

General Maths
(Leading to Further Maths)

General Maths
(Leading to Specialist Maths)

Maths Methods

Maths Methods
Specialist Maths

Real Life Maths Numeracy: Intermediate Numeracy: Senior

Foundation Maths

Numeracy: Foundation

Further Maths

Maths Methods

Specialist Maths

Required

Required

Required

Encouraged

*Advanced Maths recommended
if students intend on completing

Maths Methods and/or
Specialist Maths in Yrs 11 and 12



29www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au

Year 10Year 10 Subjects

Specialist Programs:
Sports Leadership (Sports Academy)
The Sports Academy program at the Year 10 level provides students with 
a variety of learning opportunities based around their preferred sport. The 
Sports offered include, AFL boys, AFL girls, Rugby League, Football (Soccer), 
Basketball and Diamond Sports. The program consists of skill building, 
coaching, fitness testing, match play opportunities, nutrition, strategy and 
tactics, recovery methods and also includes a focus on students researching 
and discovering discovery of sports and health science industry career 
pathways.

STEM
The STEM program is designed to challenge students and build their scientific 
literacy, thinking and analytical skills in conjunction with laboratory experiments 
in preparation for any of the VCE sciences. While this subject will involve many 
experimental investigations throughout the year, students will explore an area of 
scientific interest and dedicate several weeks to design, research, carrying out a 
laboratory investigation and communicate their ideas in a variety of ways.

Students will use high impact learning strategies to enhance their studies.

Building & Design
This year 10 program provides a fantastic opportunity for those students 
interested in the building, making and designing. The program is select entry 
only. Interested students will be required to complete an expression of interest 
form and their suitability for the program will be assessed after their subject 
selection interview.  The program focuses on enhancing student building and 
design skills through a range activities and projects. Students will be required 
to work both independently and collaboratively. A range of careers that involve 
the building and design will also be explored. The program provides an excellent 
grounding for all students interested in a trade based pathway as well as VCE 
and VET subjects in the Building and Design areas.

Visual Arts (Arts Academy)
This Year 10 program provides an excellent opportunity for those students 
interested in the visual arts.  Students should select one other Arts subject 
in semester one and two. The program is select entry and students will be 
required to attend a separate interview to show a folio of works. It is suggested 
that the folio contains a range of student work including (but not limited to), 
artwork(s), visual diary pages that show the development of designs and 
artworks, photographs and or evidence of participation in Art based activities. 
The program focuses on enhancing student skills through a range of mediums 
including painting, observational drawing, printmaking, sculpture, digital 
media, photography and technical drawing. Students will also experience both 
independent and collaborative project based work. A range of careers that 
involve the visual arts will be explored.  Students will have the opportunity to 
participate in workshops, visit exhibitions, enter competitions and exhibit their 
work. 

The program provides an excellent grounding for all Art and Design based VCE 
and VET subjects offered at the College in Years 11 and 12.

AVID
AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination) is a program that is designed 
for students who have ambitions of going to university but who also recognise 
that they need to firstly develop their skills in order to achieve their best at VCE. 

The course focuses on understanding and applying the WICOR strategies 
of ‘Writing to learn, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organisational skills, and Reading 
Critically’. Students will have weekly access to university students in the AVID 
classroom and participate on a number of university campus visits throughout 
the year. 

Core Subjects:
English (General or Excel)
Students select English in Year 10 as part of their Year 10 program. The subject 
provides an opportunity to develop and enhance skills gained through previous 
English studies and cements an understanding of the concepts required for 
study in Years 11 and 12. The course allows students to complete a study of a 
text, explore their own writing and look at how language is used to persuade.

English (Essential)
This course is aimed at students who are looking at improving their reading, 
writing and comprehension skills. This subject is an alternative to English and 
provides a focus on developing literacy skills through a range of written, oral and 
practical tasks. 

English as Another Language
The goals for students learning English as Another Language (EAL) are the same 
as students studying regular English, but their pathways to these goals are 
different. They are provided with targeted English language teaching and extra 
time, support and exposure to English before the regular English achievement 
standards are considered appropriate. EAL students are a highly diverse group, 
including those who are:

 • Beginning school with minimal or no exposure to English, born overseas or in 
Australia

 • Entering school with little or no exposure to English, but with schooling 
equivalent to that received by similar age peers in English

 • Entering school with little or no exposure to English, but with little or no 
previous formal schooling

 • Entering school with some exposure to English, spoken and/or written
 • Students will need approval from their course counsellor prior to being placed 

in an EAL class.

Mainstream Maths (General)
Mainstream Maths General gives students an opportunity to build their 
mathematical skills and provide a solid base for General Mathematics Units 1 
& 2.  Some of the topics covered are Measurement, Linear Algebra, Statistics, 
Linear Graphs, Trigonometry and Finance. 

A Casio Classpad Calculator would be required for this subject.

Mainstream Maths (Excel)
Mainstream Maths Excel gives students an opportunity to build their 
mathematical skills and provide a solid base for Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 
2 and or General Mathematics Units 1 & 2.  This subject has a greater emphasis 
on Algebra and other topics covered are, Measurement, Linear Algebra, 
Statistics, Linear Graphs, Trigonometry and Quadratics.

A Casio Classpad Calculator would be required for this subject.

 

Real Life Maths
Real Life Maths gives students an opportunity to enhance their essential 
mathematical skills used in our everyday lives.

Some of the topics are Measurement, money skills, time and location and 
statistics.  This subject would be for students who intend to do a VCAL 
certificate in the following years. 

World of Work
Students explore the World of Work and their own career development. They 
complete activities that allow them to understand more about themselves and their 
interests and then look into jobs that are related and other careers and pathways. 
Employability Skills as they apply to their current stage in life are investigated. Job 
search and application skills are a focus with students preparing a resume, cover 
letter and attending a mock interview. Work Experience is part of this program with 
students obtaining a placement to experience life as an employee. Students are 
provided with the opportunity to visit either a TAFE or University and finally, they 
complete a Career Action Plan. 

The below list shows the full range of subjects offered at Hallam Senior College for this year level. It is important for students and families to 
understand that while the College will do its best to ensure that all subjects will run in the following year it is not always possible for this to occur.  
In cases where the subject will not run the College will initially make appropriate changes based on the overall program selection of the student and 
if required will contact the student and family to assist in finalising subjects before full time classes commence in 2019. 
If you have any questions about this process please discuss at the time of your initial enrolment interview.

info-circle
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Elective Subjects:
Arts
Art
In this elective you will have the opportunity to create artworks using a range of 
traditional and contemporary art-forms and techniques. You will be encouraged 
to express yourself artistically and think creatively. There will be a strong focus on 
developing fundamental skills through experimentation with a wide range media and 
processes. In the theory component of this elective you will learn how to analyse 
artworks by past and present artists. You will discuss the messages and ideas that 
artists convey in their artwork.

Drama
Do you love performing? Showing off your production skills? Or do you just want to 
develop your confidence and communication skills? Then Drama is for you. You will 
have the opportunity to enact real and imagined events through role-play, playmaking 
and performances. This course prepares students for further study in Drama, 
Theatre Studies, Technical Production, Events Management and Leadership while 
building on performance and stagecraft skills. No prior knowledge of playmaking or 
production is expected but all students are required to contribute in some way to 
class presentations.

 

Electronic Music Production
Students will develop skills in the production of various genres of electronic music 
such as Techno, Trance, Hip Hop and Bass Music. This will involve studies of music 
theory, sound design and mixing and mastering. Students will be provided with 
the techniques and opportunity to perform their original compositions in a range of 
settings and will be introduced to industry standard software.

Media Arts
A Year 10 elective subject which enables students to explore computers, iPads 
and other digital and electronic devices, along with more standard, traditional 
processes, to design and make video, audio, art, graphics & animation. The 
emphasis is on developing the student’s creativity and ability to project work. 
The course would provide a general introduction, and an opportunity to develop 
important skills and knowledge leading into the whole range of subject pathways 
in the Arts area.

 

Photography
In year 10 photography students will learn about traditional analogue photography 
and darkroom processes, as well as digital photography and photo editing using 
Photoshop.

We will investigate what makes a good photograph; different photographic materials 
and techniques and the different styles and approaches photographers take in the 
development of their work. 

Students will be encouraged to investigate the elements and principles of 
photography and develop their ideas in a creative and individual approach. 

Visual Communication and Design
Visual Communication Design conveys ideas and information to an audience 
through visual language. In Visual Communication Design students develop 
conceptual and aesthetic understandings about design solutions in the world 
around them. The ideation and visualisation of ideas and observational drawing 
are the basis for researching and developing visual communication designs. 
Design thinking, which involves the application of creative, critical and reflective 
techniques, is fundamental to learning in Visual Communication Design.

Students learn about design, and the role of the visual communication designer 
and their contribution to society.

Humanities
Ancient History
Ancient History allows students to investigate the factors which led to the 
development of civilization, the creation of city-states and empires through a 
study of Mesopotamia, Greco-Roman and ancient central American cultures. 
They examine inventions and technology which were pivotal developments in 
human history.

Students develop an understanding of the political, social, and economic 
systems which are also the basis of the modern world. The unit offers an 
overview of Ancient Societies and a choice of research projects which allow 
students to explore topics of personal interest.

Gladiators of Sport (History)
This course looks at those who have made sport famous - the heroes and 
villains of the Olympic Games. Take a trip throughout the ages and look at how 
sport has developed and how it has impacted on the world around us. Students 
will be introduced to the different world wars and how they impacted our 
sporting gladiators. 

No longer will we sit as a spectator but we will join our heroes on the field of 
battle: our gladiators.

Business/Commerce
Law and Order
Students will be introduced to the idea of Federation and Government in 
Australia. They will discover where our laws come from and look at the Australian 
Constitution.

Students will research Criminal Law and look into Australia’s worst criminals. 
They will discover a general understanding of the types of crimes that exist and 
the sanctions that are applied.  

Students will get an understanding of civil law and will be introduced to the 
Victorian court hierarchy and the High Court of Australia.

Money Matters
Students will develop their knowledge, understanding and skills that will assist 
them to achieve financial independence. Students will research the history 
of money from barter to cryptocurrencies.  This will allow students to make 
informed judgements and effective decisions regarding money management. 
They will be prepared to manage their finances through budgeting. Themes 
could include purchasing a car and planning for a holiday.

My Business Rules
This elective is about the exciting and dynamic world of Business. It is designed 
to give students an understanding of the business world and inspire any budding 
entrepreneurs.

Students will investigate the different types of businesses. They will look at how 
an idea can be turned into a successful business.  Students will be introduced to 
accounting and the skills required for business success.

Sports & The Law
Laws will be explored through the lens of the various sporting codes. Students 
will focus on civil laws through negligence and contract law and learn how these 
impact the sport.  There will be a focus on criminal law in relation to drug use 
and testing as well as the role of courts and tribunals.
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ICT
Code I.T
Have you ever wondered what is inside your computer and how it works?

This elective will help students understand how computers operate while 
learning about how computers are designed, what an operating system is and 
how to use apps to customise your computer. 

Students will learn about algorithms, programing languages like Scratch 2.0, 
C and Visual Basic, .Net,  and how to do simple coding to control toys and 
models. Students will also learn about computer security and networks, creating 
a simple network to play a multi user game.

Any student can choose this subject but previous computer experience such as 
completing ‘Get I.T’ would be a strong advantage. This is an excellent start to 
further courses in VCE Software Development or VET Information Technology. 

Get I.T
Do you have the right IT skills for a life in a technological world?

In every kind of work or study that you will pursue in your future, you will need 
to have the proper IT skills that others will expect you to have. This subject is 
designed to give you these skills. 

Students will learn about the proper use of ‘Microsoft Office 365’ including 
professional word processing, spreadsheets and database design. Students 
will also learn about collecting and presenting information using your newly 
developed skills in capturing the interest and attention of your audience. These 
are essential ICT skills that employers and further training providers are looking 
for in young people. This subject will also provide students with an advantage in 
their VCE and VCAL studies and will give them an opportunity to learn some of 
the latest computing applications and online tools.

Science
Blood & Bones (Biology)
This elective focuses on the fascinating study of Genetics and Evolution. It 
develops student knowledge and understanding of how characteristics are 
passed on from one generation to the next, the diversity of living things and of 
the nature and development of science. 

Students develop their skills in scientific enquiry through practical investigations 
and projects, processing and analysing information and reflecting upon 
the accuracy and validity of their results. They consider scientific trends, 
developments and issues and evaluate evidence that underpins the 
development of scientific theories through exploration of both contemporary and 
emerging technologies. This will provide a solid grounding for students who may 
wish to pursue further VCE studies in Biology, Health and Human Development 
or a sport science. 

 

Body in Balance (Chemistry)
When it comes to being a successful sports person, a talent or predisposition 
towards a certain sport is one part of the equation. This subject investigates the 
aspects of human life that are affected by numerous chemical reactions such as; 

 • The supply of energy needed to make muscles move,
 • How drugs affect sporting performance,
 • The chemistry and action of sports drinks and other foods on sports 

performance,
 • What is in makeup, skincare and analgesic (such as anti inflammatory 

products) that make these products do what they are designed and 
advertised to do?

 • What’s the big idea about Nanotechnology in sport, health and fitness?
 • How is Chemistry used in forensic science?

This subject will give students a much clearer understanding and knowledge 
about chemistry in a sport, health and forensic context, as well as the 
confidence to continue with further Science studies in their senior years. In order 
to achieve their best at VCE, students are provided with the opportunity to apply 
various AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) strategies throughout 
the course.

Fact Or Fiction (Science)
Science – The Myths Have Been Busted.

This Science subject is based on real life research and ‘myth busting’ explored 
through practical and hands-on experiments. Students will use scientific 
equipment to conduct experiments that you would never try at home. This 
subject will allow students to design and create their own investigation in a 
scientific context. So if you like explosions, smoke, fire and excitement, then 
this is the subject that will allow you to explore Science in a fun, hands-on, 
interactive way. Safety glasses provided!

 

Flight of the Drones (Physics)
Did you know Amazon.com now use drones to deliver parcels and there are 
plans for emergency services to use drones to deliver smart cardiac defibrillator 
machine to patients experiencing a cardiac arrest?

How does an Airbus A380 with a take-off weight of 560 tonnes manage to fly 
continuously for 15,400km? Humans have endeavoured to fly higher, faster and 
greater distances for well over a century.

These and many other fascinating aviation technologies are explored in this 
flight science elective. It also examines one of the greatest revolutions in aviation 
during the last few decades; Drones and UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles).

Students will learn about fixed wing aircraft, helicopters, drones, jet engines and 
rockets, just to name a few.

Hands on practical activities include building their own flying model aeroplane, 
learning to fly Quad-copters and drones to do aerial photography and 
cinematography, watch a radio controlled car start its real jet engine and also 
opt to have a piloting experience either in a Boeing 737 flight simulator or a real 
aircraft. A field trip will also be included to give students an opportunity to look at 
real aircraft very closely.

This elective is highly recommended for students who have an interest in aircraft 
and aviation, or those wishing to make aviation and aerospace a focal point in 
their senior learning years and as part of their future careers.

The students will use high impact learning strategies to enhance their studies at 
Year 10.

 

Inside Robots
Have you ever wondered why laser light is so special, how a microwave oven 
cooks our food, or how X rays can take pictures of our bones? Discover the 
magic and mystery behind everyday items in this Physics focussed science 
elective by disassembling and deconstructing a variety of gadgets that have 
changed our lives in so many ways, such as televisions, lasers, mobile phones, 
mp3 players, just to name a few.  The students are challenged to develop 
technical and problem solving skills. The student lead activities include the 
assembling of a robot, displaying an exploded view of a device, and a log book 
of practical activities that cover the scientific concepts behind objects in motion, 
electricity, electronics, mechanics and light.  The students will use hight impact 
learning strategies to enhance their studies at Year 10.

The students have the opportunity of assembling and owning their own robot kit 
which they can keep and take home at the conclusion of this unit. 

Students have a choice of the following robot projects:

 • Line tracker robot
 • All terrain robot
 • Programmable electronic robotic arm
 • Hydraulic robotic arm
 • Air power engine car kit
 • Space rail construction kit.  

Sports Science
The role of sports scientists has increased dramatically in recent times. Sports 
science plays a critical role in improving the chances of success for individuals, 
teams, clubs and sporting codes. Guided by the impact on sports performance 
and improving the human machine this subject provides the opportunity 
for students to strengthen their knowledge and skills in Biology, Chemistry, 
Psychology and Physics. This subject provides a great introduction to all of the 
VCE Sciences, as well as VCE Physical Education.  
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Strange Minds (Psychology)
This unit will explore the different types of psychology, in particular forensic 
psychology, including the criminal mind, criminal profiling and reading body 
language. Stalking, gender diversity and personality are also key areas of focus

Famous case studies and media portrayals of criminal behaviour will be 
explored. It will also cover a variety of mental disorders identifying causes, 
symptoms and treatment. For each disorder students will look at relevant real 
case studies and media portrayals while also identifying ways that some of the 
mental disorders could be prevented.

Mental health is also touched on with a focus on Positive Psychology. This 
subject will benefit any student considering VCE Psychology and will address 
the interaction between cognitive processes of the brain and its structure. 

Technology/Trades
Beauty Blitz
Beauty Blitz is a course run over 1 semester. The course is an introduction into 
the hair, beauty and nail industry, giving the students an insight as to whether the 
hair and beauty industry is for them. Topics include a range of practical activities 
including manicure, hair styles, skin care and aromatherapy. 

Food Glorious Food
Explores an introduction to cooking and designing with a variety of foods. 
Students will look at the influences on food choices and connecting the food we 
eat with health and food for sport.

Students will also focus on building a digital recipe scrapbook, making and 
preparing meals that represent healthy choices. Also developing technical 
production skills and complete a ‘special occasion’ design brief.

Try a Trade:  
The Try a Trade program introduces students to a variety of taster subjects in the 
technology program. Students may choose one Try a Trade elective in Semester 
1 and swap to the other stream in Semester 2. Students at the Year 10 level are 
introduced to a skill set enabling them to readily move into the variety of applied 
learning courses including VET and VCE courses offered at our College. 

Rev Heads (Automotive )
Rev Heads Advanced is an exciting subject that covers the engineering 
principles allied to the automotive industry.  Students get to dismantle and 
assemble a single cylinder four stroke petrol engine, understand the four stroke 
principle of operation, investigate cooling and lubrication systems operation 
and servicing procedures, learn to weld using MMA and MIG and many other 
tasks that will help them look after their car when they own one.  Students also 
manufacture a battery monitor and design a housing for the device.

Building & Product Design
Building and Product Design students will develop a basic understanding, 
knowledge and safe application of skills enabling them to design and produce 
simple artefacts leading to further study in Design and Technology, Furniture and 
Cabinet Making and Building and Construction.

Electrotechnology 
Electrotechnology students will develop a basic understanding and skillset that 
will provide them with an introduction to engineering and electronics. Areas 
covered range from trade level electronics through to sophisticated integrated 
technologies including robotics. On completion of this program, students will 
have the background to pursue further studies in integrated technologies, 
electronics and engineering.

Landscaping
The Try a Trade program introduces students to a variety of taster subjects in the 
technology program. Students may choose one Try a Trade elective in Semester 
1 and swap to the other stream in Semester 2. Students at the Year 10 level are 
introduced to a skill set enabling them to readily move into the variety of applied 
learning courses including VET and VCE courses offered at our College.

Landscaping students will develop a basic understanding, knowledge and safe 
application of skills enabling them to gain skills and confidence in Landscaping.

Health & PE
Sport For All
This is a fun filled elective where students explore a number of sports and 
activities to maintain and improve their health and wellbeing.  

The main aim of this unit is to ensure students are physically active for at least 
100 minutes each week.

A focus will be on maximizing involvement by all means possible, whereby 
students negotiate the sports and activities they learn about.  By understanding 
rules, tactics and developing skills of various sports, it is hoped that students will 
be more able incorporate physical activity into their lives as they grow.  

As a lead into VCE PE, students will also explore the area of physically active 
lifestyles and promoting physical activity.  They will learn about factors that 
increase and prevent peoples’ involvement in regular physical activity and learn 
strategies to overcome barriers.

Critically Sport
This unit is aimed at the keen sports-person who has a love for all sports and 
constantly strives to improve their skills.

As a lead in to VCE PE, students will explore the area of skill acquisition, which is 
the study of how we best learn physical skills.  Topics such as memory, selective 
attention, practice methods and feedback will be explored during this time.  

Majority of the unit is practically based to ensure students are physically active 
for at least 100 minutes each week.  

Students will refine their skills in many sports as a result of critically evaluating 
their performance and applying theories around skill acquisition to their 
performance.  It is aimed that by the end of the semester, students will be well 
on the way to becoming a master of many sports.  

The keen sportsperson wouldn’t be complete if they did not enjoy the art of 
cycling.  Students will also be giving the opportunity to develop their cycling 
skills.  Here they will be using our school’s class set of mountain bikes and learn 
how to be a safe rider.  It is planned that students will make good use of the 
many safe local bike trails which are scattered around our immediate area.

Alive
ALIVE – Attitudes, Life Issues, Values & Ethics.

Students will explore health and human development concepts through a 
student driven course.  This subject supports students to make decisions 
about their own health, safety and wellbeing around topics such as respectful 
relationships, nutrition, gender and sexual identity, teen pregnancy and smoking. 
It also assists them to develop knowledge, skills and an understanding to be 
resilient when confronted by these issues. Students are able to engage with 
others and critically reflect on their own attitudes to the above topics, as well 
as providing a range of information about products and services that promote 
health and wellbeing.

Heroes of Healthcare
Heroes in Healthcare is a subject that allows students an insight into Australia’s 
Healthcare System. The focus will be on the various job roles that currently keep 
Australian’s alive, both Allied and Clinical Health-related i.e. Paramedics, Nurses, 
Doctors, Surgeons, Psychiatrists, Physiotherapists, Exercise Physiologists, 
Dieticians, Occupational Therapists, Speech Pathologists etc.

Students develop an understanding of these job roles, as well as focusing 
intensely on how each of these roles function within our healthcare system and 
assist people with mental health issues and people with disabilities.

Students will complete theory, attend incursions, participate in various clinical 
simulations with actual industry equipment (i.e. hospital bed, patient hoists, 
wheelchair, mobility aids etc), role-play case studies and further investigate 
Australia’s Healthcare System and how they can become influential parts in 
keeping Australian’s alive.



33www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au

VCAL Subjects

Work Related Skills
Students can meet the work-related skills strand in a variety of ways. This may 
include part-time work, apprenticeships, traineeships, or structured workplace 
learning - and units such as occupational health and safety. All VET Certificates 
and the following VCE studies also meet the requirements of the work-related 
strand. Food Studies, Computing-Informatics and IT Software development, 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies, Product Design and Technology Wood and 
Textiles and Systems Engineering. 

Foundation:
Literacy
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop skills and knowledge 
to read and write simple or short texts. Texts will deal with mainly personal and 
familiar topics but may include some unfamiliar aspects. 

At the end of this unit students will be able to use and respond to spoken 
language, around everyday subject matter which may include some unfamiliar 
aspects, for a range of purposes in a number of contexts which may  be 
interrelated.

Numeracy
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop the confidence and skills 
to perform simple and familiar numeracy tasks and to develop the ability to make 
sense of mathematics in their daily personal lives. The mathematics involved 
includes numbers and data, financial literacy, time and location, measurement 
and design and the use of software tools and devices.

On completion of this unit students will be able to perform everyday mathematical 
tasks which involve a single mathematical step or process. Mathematical ideas 
would be communicated using highly familiar contexts and common everyday 
language and mathematical notation.   

Personal Development Skills
Students under the guidance of their teacher participate in a range of simple 
projects and activities centred around current personal, social, health and well-
being, educational and family issues. Students also work on the development 
of self-management, leadership and interpersonal skills that lead to a greater 
development of employability skills. Students also investigate the importance of 
community and how they can positively contribute.

Intermediate:
Literacy
Semester 1: Students develop and improve on their communication skills 
through a range of written and oral skills and techniques that allow them to 
express their emotions, opinions and points of view effectively with the aim 
of presenting their ‘best self’. They will also examine and build on a range of 
persuasive language techniques with the aim of becoming more sophisticated 
writers and presenters. Students will also look at a range of persuasive 
techniques used in the media (specifically advertising and print media) and 
develop an understanding of how they (as individuals) are persuaded.

Semester 2:  Students will undertake a series of tasks addressing ‘practical 
literacy skills’. These are vital, practical skills such as filling in forms, online 
registration, applying for passports etc. 

They will undertake a range of tasks and learning relating to online literacy/safety 
(cyber-bullying, online scams, appropriate behaviours, digital footprint etc.) as 
well as develop an understanding of how to effectively research, evaluate and 
utilise reliable, accurate resources (factual, historical and statistical). Students 
then learn to source and implement these resources into their own work, 
conversation and communications and how to detect and evaluate inaccurate 
information, dealing with it appropriately.

Numeracy
Intermediate numeracy consists of two units. Numeracy Skills intermediate unit 1 
and Numeracy Skills Intermediate unit 2.

Numeracy Skills intermediate unit 1
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop everyday numeracy 
skills to make sense of their daily personal and public lives. The mathematics 
involved includes numbers and data, financial literacy, time and location, 
measurement and design and the use of software tools and devices applied 
to tasks which are part of the students’ normal routine but also extending to 
applications outside their immediate personal environment such as the workplace 
and the community.

At the end of the unit students would be able to attempt a series of both single 
and multi-step operations or tasks with some confidence, be able to select the 
appropriate method or approach required, and would be able to communicate 
their ideas both verbally and in written form. They would be at ease with 
straightforward calculations either manually and/or using software tools and 
devices.

Numeracy Skills Intermediate unit 2.
The purpose of Unit 2 is to enable students to develop, refine, extend and apply 
numeracy knowledge and skills through an investigation in a familiar industry area 
linked to the VET units in your VCAL program or employment. The numeracy 
involved focuses on Number, Measurement, Financial Numeracy, and Probability 
and Statistics.

This Unit seeks to extend students’ understanding of how numerical knowledge 
and skills can be transferred to an industry area. The key processes involve 
identifying mathematics, applying it and communicating the results.

Students develop an understanding of the practical components of planning and 
undertaking an in-depth numeracy based project, linked to a familiar industry 
area. Students will also develop key project management skills in a numeracy 
context, such as stating key aims, setting specific tasks, establishing timelines 
and milestones, identifying and managing risk, and communicating results. 
Students will be encouraged to develop and apply their skills of creative and 
critical thinking in the planning and completion of the numeracy based project 
that will be negotiated with their teacher/trainer.

At this level, students also share their knowledge and work independently and in 
teams.

On completion of this Unit students should be more confident in their ability to 
explore, develop and apply numeracy related to employment in an industry area.

Personal Development Skills
Semester 1: Building effective teams provides the foundation for student 
learning during semester one in order to prepare students for their project based 
work later in the year. This includes investigating the characteristics of effective 
communication, leadership and conflict resolution all vital components for a team 
to work effectively. Students are required to participate in a variety of classroom 
based activities and minor projects as well as participate in the school’s city 
experience in order to successfully pass the unit. Students will be guided through 
the process of how to identify and successfully plan a project to successful 
completion through the use of a variety of tools and skills. 

Semester 2: Students explore the concept of communities and the different 
roles people play to ensure an effective and cohesive society. Students are 
required to interview a volunteer in their local community and analyse the 
contributions they and others have made to bring about positive outcomes for 
the area in which they live. Students are then required to identify a community 
issue for investigation and actively participate in the project with a minimum 5 
hours of active community engagement. Students must also demonstrate their 
ability to develop a strategy and contribute to group cohesion and reflect on 
factors that influence group behaviour. 

The below list shows the full range of subjects offered at Hallam Senior College for this certificate. It is important for students and families 
to understand that while the College will do its best to ensure that all subjects will run in the following year it is not always possible for this to occur.  
In cases where the subject will not run the College will initially make appropriate changes based on the overall program selection of the student and if 
required will contact the student and family to assist in finalising subjects before full time classes commence in 2019. 
If you have any questions about this process please discuss at the time of your initial enrolment interview.

info-circle
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Senior:
Literacy
Semester 1: Students will study conflict across a range of contexts including 
war, relationships, the law and the natural world in the form of a novel/novella. 
This will also include the development of a range of skills in relation to resolving 
conflict in their lives through written and oral tasks and techniques that will allow 
them to express their emotions, opinions and points of view effectively. Students 
study various aspects of working life including the fundamental knowledge of 
work health and safety (WHS), WorkCover, sexual harassment and bullying, rights 
and responsibilities in the workplace, writing cover letters and resumes and how 
to interview effectively. 

Students will develop and implement an understanding of appropriate workplace 
behaviours and utilise a range of online government resources to support their 
learning with the aim to develop the skills required to create a successful career 
in their chosen field.

Semester 2: Students build upon their written and verbal communication skills 
within the context of studying the world around them. This includes becoming 
aware of cultural practices and differences between groups both within Australia 
and elsewhere, Australia’s multicultural history and our place in the modern global 
community. Students also investigate global issues including environmental 
issues, war and politics and the importance of the Australian electoral system for 
a modern society.

Numeracy
Senior Numeracy consists of two units, Numeracy Skills Senior unit 1 and 
Numeracy Skills Senior unit 2.

Numeracy Skills Senior unit 1
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to explore mathematics beyond its 
familiar and everyday use to its application in wider, less personal contexts such 
as newspapers and other media reports, workplace documents and procedures, 
and specific projects at home or in the community.

At the end of the unit students will have the capacity to interpret and analyse 
how mathematics is represented and used. They can recognise and use some 
of the conventions and symbolism of formal mathematics. The mathematics 
involved would include numbers and data, financial numeracy, time and location, 
measurement and design, the use of software tools and devices and an 
introductory understanding of the use of formulae and problem-solving strategies.

Numeracy Skills Senior unit 2
The purpose of Unit 2 is to enable students to develop, refine, extend and apply 
numeracy knowledge and skills through an investigation in an unfamiliar industry 
area but in which you have an interest and may seek future employment. The 
numeracy involved focuses on Number, Measurement, Financial Numeracy, and 
Probability and Statistics.

This Unit seeks to extend students’ understanding of how numerical knowledge 
and skills can be transferred to an industry area. The key processes involve 
identifying mathematics, applying it and communicating the results.

Students develop an understanding of the practical components of planning and 
undertaking an in-depth numeracy based project, linked to an unfamiliar industry 
area.

Students will also develop key project management skills in a numeracy context, 
such as stating key aims, setting specific tasks, establishing timelines and 
milestones, identifying and managing risk, and communicating results. Students 
will be encouraged to develop and apply their skills of creative and critical 
thinking in the planning and completion of the numeracy based project that will 
be negotiated with their teacher/trainer.

At this level, students also share their knowledge and work independently and in 
teams.

On completion of this Unit students should be more confident in their ability to 
explore, develop and apply numeracy related to employment in an industry area.

Personal Development Skills
Semester 1: The focus of the learning program for Semester 1 includes the 
development of skills relevant to a personal, social or educational goal and an 
understanding of cultural values and cultural awareness through Case Studies 
that investigates the benefits and challenges of social diverse society. Throughout 
the semester students develop their organisational skills, leadership skills 
and decision-making skills for group work in a range of activities and settings 
culminating in a 1 week block of structured workplace learning at the end of the 
semester.

Semester 2: The focus for the semester is centred on the development of 
knowledge and skills in an area linked to community engagement, social 
awareness, civic and civil responsibility and/ or active citizenship. Initial tasks 
involve researching a community issue that affects its members and investigate 
the support networks available for those in need. This then provides the 
foundation knowledge and skills to commence the ‘Impact Project’ for the 
semester. The ‘Impact Project’ forms the majority of the work for the remainder 
of the year. It requires students to establish or build on an external partnership 
linked to an area of interest, plan and organize the project utilizing project 
management skills independently. It is expected that students will demonstrate 
along the journey the ability to effectively work as a team, use appropriate 
negotiation and decision making skills as well as describe and implement 
conflict management skills, demonstrated through the use of reflection of 
their involvement in the project. Students will also be assessed throughout 
the semester on their ability to effectively communicate their information to a 
variety of audiences. A major requirement is a minimum of 10 hours community 
engagement to deepen understanding and make a real impact.

Textbooks, stationary 
and other specialised 

equipment are essential 
for the smooth operation 

of all classes.
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English
English
Units 1-4
The English language is central to the way in which 
students understand, critique and appreciate their 
world, and to the ways in which they participate 
socially, economically and culturally in Australian 
society.

The study of English encourages the development 
of literate individuals capable of critical and 
imaginative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and 
creativity. The mastery of the key knowledge and 
skills described in this study design underpins 
effective functioning in the contexts of study 
and work as well as productive participation in a 
democratic society in the twenty-first century.

The study design draws on interstate and 
international models and reflects recent 
developments in the study of English. Students will 
continue the learning established through the Year 
10 English curriculum in the key discipline concepts 
of texts and language, and the dimensions of 
reading, writing, speaking and listening.

This study design provides an English curriculum 
that is interesting and challenging for students with 
a wide range of expectations and aspirations. 

The study of texts focuses on creating and 
analysing texts, understanding and interpreting 
texts, and moving beyond interpretation to reflection 
and critical analysis.

Units 1 and 2
In both units students study three topics:
 • The creative response: 

Students respond to a set text in analytical and 
creative form.

 • Reading and comparing texts: 
Students compare the way the set texts present 
key concepts including ideas, issues and 
themes.

 • Using language to persuade: 
Students analyse persuasive techniques used by 
the media and present their own persuasive oral 
presentation.

Units 3 & 4
In both units students study three topics:

 • Students produce a detailed comparison which 
analyses how two set texts present ideas, issues 
and themes.

 • Students analyse and compare the use of 
argument and persuasive language in texts that 
present a point of view on an issue currently 
debated in the media.

 • Using language to persuade: 
Students analyse persuasive techniques used by 
the media and present their own persuasive oral 
presentation.

English as an Additional 
Language (EAL)
Units 1-4
This area of study includes an analysis of the ways 
in which structures and features are used by the 
authors of narrative texts to construct meaning.

Students identify and discuss, for example, linear 
and non-linear narrative structures, and features 
such as point of view, the use of camera angles, 
symbolism, images and design features. Students 
also examine the ways in which readers construct 
meaning from texts through, for example, an 
awareness of context and purpose, and their 
knowledge of other texts. They will develop the 
ability to prepare and construct a written and oral 
response to a text, using appropriate metalanguage 
to facilitate their discussion.

Units 1 and 2
In both units students study three topics:

 • The creative response: 
Students respond to a set text in analytical and 
creative form.

 • Reading and comparing texts: 
Students compare the way the set texts present 
key concepts including ideas, issues and 
themes.

 • Using language to persuade: 
Students analyse persuasive techniques used by 
the media and present their own persuasive oral 
presentation.

Units 3 & 4
In both units students study three topics:
 • Students listen to various forms of spoken text 

and use comprehension and note-form summary 
skills to show their understanding of key aspects 
of spoken texts.

 • Students analyse and compare the use of 
argument and persuasive language in texts that 
present a point of view on an issue currently 
debated in the media.

 • Using language to persuade: 
Students analyse persuasive techniques used by 
the media and present their own persuasive oral 
presentation.

English Language
Units 1-4
VCE English Language explores the ways in 
which language is used by individuals and groups 
reflecting our thinking and values. Learning about 
language helps us to understand ourselves, the 
groups with which we identify, and the society we 
inhabit.

English Language builds on students’ previous 
learning about the conventions and codes used 
by speakers and writers of English. Informed by 
the discipline of linguistics, it provides students 
with appropriate tools to understand and analyse 
language use, variation and change. Students 
studying English Language understand that uses 
and interpretations of language are nuanced 
and complex, rather than being a series of fixed 
conventions. 

Students come to understand how people use 
spoken and written English to communicate, to 
think and innovate, to construct identities, to build 
and interrogate attitudes and assumptions, and to 
create and disrupt social cohesion. 

Unit 1: Language and Communication
This unit focuses on the basic structure of 
English grammar as well as spoken and written 
communication features. Students will learn why 
we use the language that we do and how it is that 
we learn to communicate. Students will read and 
analyse a wide variety of texts such as newspaper 
articles and spoken transcripts, and develop essay-
writing skills to explore these topics.

Unit 2: Language Change
This unit focuses on how English has changed 
over time and what factors have led to this change. 
Students will compare texts from the past and 
present day in order to identify language change. 
Students will also learn about English as a world 
language and how globalisation has changed how 
we use language. Students will become familiar with 
several different varieties of English; analysing the 
effect language has on identity.

Unit 3: Language variation and social 
purpose
This unit focuses on both formal and informal 
varieties of English in spoken, written and hybrid 
forms. Students will read and analyse a wide 
variety of texts including; newspaper articles, 
spoken transcripts, short videos, blogs, webpages, 
cartoons and other articles. This analysis requires 
students to break down language to identify 
grammatical features that determine its purpose 
and discuss the implications of these for English as 
a whole.

Unit 4: Language variation and identity
This unit focuses on the evolution of identity as 
influenced by the language we use. Students 
will look at how Australian culture and heritage 
has changed the way language is used and how 
language represents Australian identity and values. 
Further to this, students will analyse how different 
social groups adopt specific language identities and 
how these adapt over time and in different contexts.

Literature
Units 1-4
The study of literature focuses on the enjoyment 
and appreciation of reading that arises from 
discussion, debate and the challenge of exploring 
the meanings of literary texts. Students reflect on 
their interpretations and those of others.

The study is based on the premise that meaning 
is derived from the relationship between the text, 
the context in which it was produced and the 
experience of life and literature the reader brings 
to the texts. Accordingly, the study encompasses 
texts that vary in form and range from past to 
contemporary social and cultural contexts. Students 
learn to understand that texts are constructions, 
to consider the complexity of language and to 
recognise the influence of contexts and form. The 
study of literature encourages independent and 
critical thinking in students’ analytical and creative 
responses to texts, which will assist students in the 
workforce and in future academic study.

The below list shows the full range of subjects offered at Hallam Senior College for this certificate. It is important for students and families 
to understand that while the College will do its best to ensure that all subjects will run in the following year it is not always possible for this to occur.  
In cases where the subject will not run the College will initially make appropriate changes based on the overall program selection of the student and if 
required will contact the student and family to assist in finalising subjects before full time classes commence in 2019. 
If you have any questions about this process please discuss at the time of your initial enrolment interview.

info-circle
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Unit 1
Students  learn about  the ways literary texts 
represent human experience and develops 
students’ ability to deepen their understanding 
of a text. Students respond to a range of texts 
personally, critically and creatively.  Students also 
develop their understanding with knowledge of the 
conventions associated with different forms of text, 
for example poetry, prose, drama and/or non-print 
texts.

Unit 2
Students  learn  about critical and creative 
responses to texts. Students deepen their 
understanding of their responses to aspects of 
texts such as the style of narrative, the characters, 
the language and structure of the text. Students 
extend their exploration of the ideas and concerns 
of the text. They understand the ways their own 
culture and the cultures represented in the text can 
influence their interpretations and shape different 
meanings. Students make comparisons between 
texts and identify some of the relationships that 
exist through features such as the language, 
characterisation and ideas.

Unit 3
Students learn about the ways writers construct 
their work and how meaning is created for and 
by the reader. Students consider how the form 
of text (such as poetry, prose, drama, non-print 
or combinations of these) affects meaning and 
generates different expectations in readers, 
the ways texts represent views and values and 
comment on human experience, and the social, 
historical and cultural contexts of literary works.

Unit 4
Students learn how to  think and respond in a 
creative and critical approach to texts. Students 
consider the context of their responses to texts 
as well as the concerns, the style of the language 
and the point of view in their re-created or adapted 
work. In their responses, students develop an 
interpretation of a text and learn to synthesise the 
insights gained by their engagement with various 
aspects of a text into a cogent, substantiated 
response, adaptations and transformations

Bridging English (EAL)
Units 1-2
Bridging English EAL is designed for a range of EAL 
students from diverse language and educational 
backgrounds and experiences. 

Bridging English as an Additional Language 
(EAL) is the intensive and explicit study of English 
language in a range of socio-cultural contexts 
and for a range of purposes, including further 
education and the workplace. Students develop 
their language skills and confidence, assisting them 
to communicate effectively in a range of contexts, 
including academic and everyday, using a range of 
registers of spoken and written Standard Australian 
English. This contributes to students being able to 
participate effectively in Australian life. 

Bridging EAL focuses on language skills needed 
by students for whom English is an additional 
language. Students develop knowledge and skills 
in speaking, listening, reading, viewing, writing 
and thinking, and progress from informal use of 
language to more formal, academic and technical 
language use.

Unit 1
In this unit, students build their understanding of 
how spoken and written Standard Australian English 
(SAE) is used to communicate effectively in a variety 
of contexts and for a range of purposes. Students 
develop the ability to listen, speak, read and write 
for everyday and academic purposes. They explore 
how language features, structures and conventions 
can be used to express ideas and opinions, and to 
create their own spoken and written texts.

Unit 2
In this unit the elective areas of study enable 
students to extend their understanding of how 
English is constructed and used to communicate in 
a variety of contexts and for a range of purposes

Mathematics
General Mathematics 
Units 1-2 
General Mathematics provides for different 
combinations of student interests and preparation 
for study of VCE Mathematics at the Unit 3 and 4 
level. The areas of study for General Mathematics 
Unit 1 and Unit 2 are ‘Algebra and structure’, 
‘Arithmetic and number’, ‘Discrete mathematics’, 
‘Geometry, measurement and trigonometry’, 
‘Graphs of linear and non-linear relations’ and 
‘Statistics’.

For Units 1 and 2, to suit the range of students 
entering the study, content must be selected from 
the six areas of study using the following rules:

 • for each unit, content covers four or more topics 
in their entirety, selected from at least three 
different areas of study

 • courses intended as preparation for study at the 
Units 3 and 4 level should include a selection of 
topics from areas of study that provide a suitable 
background for these studies

 • topics can also be selected from those available 
for Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2

 • content covered from an area of study provides 
a clear progression in knowledge and skills from 
Unit 1 to Unit 2.

Within each area of study, units will be selected to 
best prepare students for their future pathway.

General Maths  will include units that provide 
preparation for Further Maths Unit 3 & 4.

Foundation   
Mathematics 
Units 1-2
Foundation Mathematics provides for the continuing 
mathematical development of students entering 
VCE, who need mathematical skills to support 
their other VCE subjects, including VET studies, 
and who do not intend to undertake Unit 3 and 4 
studies in VCE Mathematics in the following year. In 
Foundation Mathematics there is a strong emphasis 
on using mathematics in practical contexts relating 
to everyday life, recreation, work and study. 

Students are encouraged to use appropriate 
technology in all areas of their study. Students study 
the four areas over both Units 1 and 2 through a 
variety of topics and themes.

The areas of study are:

 • Space, shape and design
 • Patterns and number
 • Data
 • Measurement

Further Mathematics
Units 3-4
Further Mathematics consists of two areas of study, 
a compulsory Core area of study to be completed 
in Unit 3 and an Applications area of study to be 
completed in Unit 4. The Core comprises ‘Data 
analysis’ and ‘Recursion and financial modelling’. 
The Applications comprises two modules to be 
completed in their entirety, from a selection of 
four possible modules: ‘Matrices’, ‘Networks 
and decision mathematics’, ‘Geometry and 
measurement’ and ‘Graphs and relations’.

‘Data analysis’ comprises 40 per cent of the content 
to be covered, ‘Recursion and financial modelling’ 
comprises 20 per cent of the content to be covered, 
and each selected module comprises 20 per cent of 
the content to be covered.

Assumed knowledge and skills for the Core are 
contained in the General Mathematics Units 1 and 
2 topics: ‘Computation and practical arithmetic’, 
‘Investigating and comparing data distributions’, 
‘Investigating relationships between two numerical 
variables’, ‘Linear graphs and modelling’, ‘Linear 
relations and equations’, and ‘Number patterns and 
recursion’. For each module there are related topics 
in General Mathematics Units 1 and 2.

In undertaking these units, students are expected to 
be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and 
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 
algebraic manipulation, equations, and graphs. They 
should have a facility with relevant mental and by-
hand approaches to estimation and computation. 
The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, 
symbolic, financial and statistical functionality of 
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 
for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each 
unit as applicable.

Mathematical Methods
Units 1-4

Units 1 and 2
Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 1 and 2 are 
designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods  
Units 3 and 4. The areas of study for Units 1 and 
2 are ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ 
and ‘Probability and Statistics’. Students are 
expected to be able to apply techniques, routines 
and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, 
algebraic manipulation, equation solving, graph 
sketching, differentiation and integration with 
and without the use of technology, as applicable. 
Students should be familiar with relevant mental 
and by hand approaches in simple cases. The 
appropriate use of computer algebra system (CAS) 
technology to support and develop the teaching 
and learning of mathematics, and in related 
assessments, is to be incorporated throughout the 
unit.

Units 3 and 4

Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 and 4 consists 
of the following areas of study: ‘Functions and 
graphs’, ‘Calculus’, ‘Algebra’ and ‘Probability 
and Statistics’. The appropriate use of computer 
algebra system technology (CAS) to support and 
develop the teaching and learning of mathematics, 
and in related assessments, is to be incorporated 
throughout the course. This will include the use 
of computer algebra technology to assist in the 
development of mathematical ideas and concepts, 
the application of specific techniques and processes 
to produce required results and its use as a tool 
for systematic analysis in investigative, problem-
solving and modelling work. Other technologies 
such as spreadsheets, dynamic geometry systems 
or statistical analysis systems may also be used as 
appropriate for various topics from within the areas 
of study.
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Specialist Mathematics
Units 1-2
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide 
a course of study for students who wish to 
undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with 
an emphasis on concepts, skills and processes 
related to mathematical structure, modelling, 
problem solving and reasoning. This study has a 
focus on interest in the discipline of mathematics 
in its own right and investigation of a broad range 
of applications, as well as development of a sound 
background for further studies in mathematics and 
mathematics related fields. 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2, taken in conjunction, 
provide a comprehensive preparation for Specialist 
Mathematics Units 3 and 4. The areas of study 
for Units 1 and 2 of Specialist Mathematics are 
‘Algebra and structure’, ‘Arithmetic and number’, 
‘Discrete mathematics’, ‘Geometry, measurement 
and trigonometry’, ‘Graphs of linear and non-linear 
relations’ and ‘Statistics’.

In undertaking these units, students are expected 
to be able to apply techniques, routines and 
processes involving rational, real and complex 
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and 
geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, 
equations and graphs with and without the use of 
technology. They should have facility with relevant 
mental and by-hand approaches to estimation 
and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 
geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of 
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 
for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each 
unit as applicable.

Units 3 and 4
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of the 
areas of study: ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, 
‘Calculus’, ‘Vectors’, ‘Mechanics’ and ‘Probability 
and statistics’. The development of course content 
should highlight mathematical structure, reasoning 
and applications across a range of modelling 
contexts with an appropriate selection of content for 
each of Unit 3 and Unit 4. The selection of content 
for Unit 3 and Unit 4 should be constructed so that 
there is a balanced and progressive development 
of knowledge and skills with connections among 
the areas of study being developed as appropriate 
across Unit 3 and Unit 4.

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes 
familiarity with the key knowledge and skills from 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, the key 
knowledge and skills from Specialist Mathematics 
Units 1 and 2 topics ‘Number systems and 
recursion’ and ‘Geometry in the plane and proof’, 
and concurrent or previous study of Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4. 

Together these cover the assumed knowledge and 
skills for Specialist Mathematics, which are drawn 
on as applicable in the development of content from 
the areas of study and key knowledge and skills for 
the outcomes.

In Unit 3 a study of Specialist Mathematics 
would typically include content from ‘Functions 
and graphs’ and a selection of material from the 
‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Vectors’ areas of study. 
In Unit 4 this selection would typically consist of the 
remaining content from the ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, 
and ‘Vectors’ areas of study and the content from 
the ‘Mechanics’ and ‘Probability and statistics’ 
areas of study.

Accounting
Units 1-4 
VCE Accounting explores the financial recording, 
reporting, analysis and decision-making processes 
of a sole proprietor small business. Students 
study both theoretical and practical aspects of 
accounting. They collect, record, report and analyse 
financial data, and report, classify, verify and 
interpret accounting information.

Unit 1: Role of accounting in business
This unit explores the establishment of a business 
and the role of accounting in the determination of 
business success or failure.  Students analyse, 
interpret and evaluate the performance of 
the business using financial and non-financial 
information. They use these evaluations to make 
recommendations regarding the suitability of a 
business as an investment.

Students record financial data and prepare reports 
for service businesses owned by sole proprietors.

Unit 2: Accounting and decision-making for 
a trading business
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the 
accounting process for sole proprietors operating 
a trading business, with a focus on inventory, 
accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-
current assets. Students use manual processes and 
ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical 
and budgeted accounting reports.

Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading 
business
This unit focuses on financial accounting for a 
trading business owned by a sole proprietor, and 
highlights the role of accounting as an information 
system. Students use the double entry system of 
recording financial data and prepare reports using 
the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual 
method of inventory recording.

Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and 
decision-making
Students extend their understanding of the 
recording and reporting process with the inclusion 
of balance day adjustments and alternative 
depreciation methods. They investigate both the 
role and importance of budgeting in decision-
making for a business. They analyse and interpret 
accounting reports and graphical representations to 
evaluate the performance of a business. From this 
evaluation, students suggest strategies to business 
owners to improve business performance.

Art 
Units 1-4
Through the study of artworks and the role of 
artists in society, students develop their own 
artistic practice, expression and communication 
of ideas using a range of processes, materials and 
techniques. In the process of making and examining 
art, students use and develop their imagination, 
creativity, flexibility, adaptability, innovation and risk-
taking. By combining a focused study of artworks 
with practical art making, they are encouraged 
to recognise the interplay between research and 
art making. This study provides students with an 
informed context that supports an awareness of art 
as a tool for cultural and personal communication, 
in addition to providing stimulus and inspiration for 
their own art making. 

Unit 1
Students focus on artworks as objects and examine 
how art elements, art principles, materials and 
techniques and artistic processes communicate 
meaning in different societies and cultures, and 
historical periods. Students apply the Structural 
Framework and the Personal Framework to 
interpret the meanings and messages of artworks 
and to document the reflection of their own ideas 
and art making. In their practical work, students 
explore areas of personal interest developing an 
understanding of the use of visual language to 
document their exploration and development of 
ideas, techniques and processes in a visual diary.

Unit 2
In this unit students use the Cultural Framework 
and the Contemporary Framework to examine the 
different ways that artists interpret and present 
social and personal issues in their artistic practice. In 
students’ own artistic practice, they continue to use 
the art process and visual language to explore and 
experiment with materials and techniques and to 
develop personal and creative responses exploring 
the way cultural contexts and contemporary ideas, 
from different times and cultures, have influenced 
their artwork.

Unit 3
Students use the Analytical Frameworks to analyse 
and interpreting the meaning of artworks. Students 
link their growing theoretical understanding of 
art to their own practice applying imagination 
and creativity to developing their ideas through 
processes and visual language. Students art making 
is supported through investigation, exploration and 
application of a variety of materials, techniques 
and processes. Students use the language and 
content of the Analytical Frameworks to reflect on 
the structural, personal, cultural and contemporary 
aspects of their own developing artworks. Diverse 
ideas and approaches are explored in relation to 
societal changes, including postmodernism, post 
colonialism, globalisation and environmental issues.

Unit 4
In this unit students study artworks and develop 
and expand upon personal points of view 
forming opinions about art ideas and issues with 
evidence. They build their learning and conceptual 
understanding around the role of art in society and 
consider how ideas and issues are communicated 
through artworks. Students continue to build 
upon the ideas and concepts begun in Unit 3 
and further develop their artistic practice. They 
focus on the development of a body of work 
using the art process that demonstrates creativity 
and imagination, the evolution and resolution of 
ideas and the realisation of appropriate concepts, 
knowledge and skills. At the end of this unit, 
students present a body of work and at least one 
finished artwork accompanied by documentation of 
artistic practice.

Australian History
Units 3-4 
Over the last two hundred years the history of 
European settlement in Australia has brought radical 
changes for the descendants of both the original 
Aboriginal inhabitants and the incoming colonists. 
From 1788 onwards people, ideas and events 
created colonial societies and eventually a new 
nation that confronted significant challenges and 
changes in its first century of existence.

Transformations in Australia’s history have occurred 
sometimes chaotically in response to a sudden rush 
for land or gold and at other times in a debated 
and planned fashion, as in the creation of what 
was, in the early twentieth century, an advanced 
democracy. Over this time, crises and movements 
have also led governments and people to modify 
the status quo to confront critical challenges to the 
stability and defence of the nation.
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In VCE Australian History students explore 
four periods of time which span some of the 
transformative events and processes that developed 
and changed the nature of Australian society and 
created modern Australia. The first slice of time 
begins in the 1830s with the expansion of European 
control over much of southern Australia as squatters 
appropriated country inhabited by Aboriginal 
peoples. The remaining three time periods consider 
transformations undergone by the new Australian 
nation in the twentieth century.

Unit 3: Transformations: Colonial society to 
nation
In this unit students explore the transformation 
of the Port Phillip District (later Victoria) from the 
1830s through to the end of the tumultuous gold 
rush decade in 1860. They consider the dramatic 
changes introduced as the British colonisers swiftly 
established themselves, taking possession of the 
land and then its newly discovered mineral riches.

Students examine transformations in the way of life 
of the Aboriginal peoples and to the environment 
as the European society consolidated itself. They 
also consider how new visions for the future created 
by the gold rush and the Eureka rebellion further 
transformed the new colony. Students explore the 
type of society Australians attempted to create 
in the early years of the newly federated nation. 
Much of the legislation debated and passed by the 
Commonwealth Parliament was relatively advanced 
and Australia was seen as a social laboratory 
exploring new forms of rights and benefits for its 
citizens. Students evaluate the effect that Australian 
involvement in World War One had on the country’s 
egalitarian and socially progressive aspirations.

Unit 4: Transformations: Old certainties and 
new visions
In this unit students investigate the continuing 
development of the nation in the early part of the 
twentieth century and the dramatic changes that 
occurred in the latter part of the century. After 
World War One the process of nation building was 
renewed. However, world events soon intruded 
again into the lives of all Australians. The economic 
crisis of the 1930s followed by another world 
war redirected the nation’s priorities for a time 
as it struggled to regain economic stability and 
defeat its military enemies. The experience of both 
the Depression and World War Two gave rise to 
renewed thinking by Australians about how to 
achieve the type of society envisaged at the time 
of Federation. In Area of Study 1 students focus 
on one of the crises faced by the nation: The Great 
Depression 1929 –1939 or World War Two 1939 
–1945.

In Area of Study 2 students explore social, 
economic and political changes in the latter 
part of the twentieth century that collectively 
challenged and/or overturned much of Australia’s 
earlier carefully constructed social and economic 
fabric. Students examine two changes drawn 
from: Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War, 
Aboriginal land rights, equality for women, new 
patterns of immigration and/or a global economy.

Biology
Units 1-4
Biology is a diverse and evolving science discipline 
that explores the dynamic relationships between 
living things and the non-living world around them, 
as well as the nature of life, both past and present. 
Students examine how life came to be as diverse 
and complex as it is today and that biological 
change is an ongoing process.

An understanding of biology leads students to 
appreciate how the different content areas, within 
and across biology and the other sciences, are all 
connected to one another. In undertaking this study, 

Students develop inquiry skills involving practical 
experimentation and research, as well as critical 
and creative thinking and effective communication 
skills. They analyse biology related issues and 
communicate their views from an informed position.

VCE Biology provides for continuing study pathways 
and leads to a range of careers, including in the 
fields of zoology, genetics and pharmacology. The 
discipline of Biology is applied in many other fields 
such as dentistry, food science, health science, 
medicine, biomedical sciences, veterinary science 
and physiotherapy. 

Unit 1:
How do living things stay alive?

Unit 2:
How is continuity of life maintained?

Unit 3:
How do cells maintain life?

Unit 4:
How does life change and respond to challenges 
over time?

Business Management
Units 1-4
VCE Business Management examines the 
ways businesses manage resources to achieve 
objectives. Students learn about the process from 
the first idea for a business concept, to planning 
and establishing a business, through to the day-
to-day management of a business, and consider 
changes that need to be made to ensure continued 
success of a business. Students develop an 
understanding of the complexity of the challenges 
facing decision makers in managing these 
resources. 

A range of management theories is considered and 
compared with management in practice through 
contemporary case studies drawn from the past 
four years. Students learn to propose and evaluate 
alternative strategies to contemporary challenges in 
establishing and maintaining a business. 

In studying VCE Business Management, students 
develop knowledge and skills that enhance their 
confidence and ability to participate effectively as 
socially responsible and ethical members, managers 
and leaders of the business community, and as 
informed citizens, consumers and investors. 

Unit 1: Planning a business
In this unit students explore the factors affecting 
business ideas and the internal and external 
environments within which businesses operate, 
and the effect of these on planning a business. 
Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the 
economic and social wellbeing of a nation. Students 
learn about how businesses are formed and that the 
fostering of conditions under which new business 
ideas can emerge are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. 

Unit 2: Establishing a business

This unit focuses on the establishment phase of 
a business’s life. Establishing a business involves 
complying with legal requirements as well as making 
decisions about how best to establish a system 
of financial record keeping, staff the business and 
establish a customer base. In this unit students 
examine the legal requirements that must be 
satisfied to establish a business. They investigate 
the essential features of effective marketing and 
consider the best way to meet the needs of the 
business in terms of staffing and financial record 
keeping. 

Unit 3: Managing a business 
In this unit students explore the key processes 
and issues concerned with managing a business 
efficiently and effectively to achieve the business 
objectives. Students examine the different types of 
businesses and their respective objectives. They 
consider corporate culture, management styles, 
management skills and the relationship between 
each of these. Students investigate strategies to 
manage both staff and business operations to meet 
objectives. 

Unit 4: Transforming a business 
Businesses are under constant pressure to adapt 
and change to meet their objectives. In this unit 
students consider the importance of reviewing 
key performance indicators to determine current 
performance and the strategic management 
necessary to position a business for the future. 
Students study a theoretical model to undertake 
change, and consider a variety of strategies to 
manage change in the most efficient and effective 
way to improve business performance. They 
investigate the importance of leadership in change 
management. 

Chemistry
Units 1-4
In VCE Chemistry, students examine a range of 
chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena 
through the exploration of the nature of chemicals 
and chemical processes inside human body and in 
nature. 

Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials 
are explained?
In this unit students investigate the chemical 
properties of a range of materials from metals 
and salts to polymers and nanomaterials. Using 
their knowledge of elements and atomic structure 
students explore and explain the relationships 
between properties, structure and bonding forces 
within and between particles that vary in size from 
the visible, through nanoparticles, to molecules and 
atoms.

Unit 2: What makes water such a unique 
chemical?
Water is the most widely used solvent on Earth. In 
this unit students explore the physical and chemical 
properties of water, the reactions that occur in water 
and various methods of water analysis.

Unit 3: How can chemical processes are 
designed to optimise efficiency?
The global demand for energy and materials is 
increasing with world population growth. In this 
unit students explore energy options and the 
chemical production of materials with reference to 
efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of 
their impact on the environment. Students compare 
and evaluate different chemical energy resources, 
including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel 
cells.

Unit 4: How are organic compounds 
categorised, analysed and used?
In this unit students investigate the structural 
features, bonding, typical reactions and uses of 
the major families of organic compounds including 
those found in food. Students learn the nature 
of the reactions involved to predict the products 
of reaction pathways and to design pathways to 
produce particular compounds from given starting 
materials. Students study key food molecules and 
explore the importance of food from a chemical 
perspective. 
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Practical investigations
Students undertake student-designed or adapted 
practical investigations across Units 1 to 4 of this 
study. Scientific investigations may be undertaken 
in groups, but all work for assessment must 
be completed individually. Students maintain a 
logbook of practical activities in each unit of this 
study for recording, authentication and assessment 
purposes. Unit 1 and 2 will be covered in Year 11 
and unit 3 and 4 will be taught in Year 12. VCE 
Chemistry provides for continuing study pathways 
within the discipline and leads to a range of careers. 
Chemistry is applied in many fields including 
agriculture, bushfire research, dentistry, dietetics, 
education, engineering, environmental sciences, 
forensic science, forestry, horticulture, medicine, 
metallurgy, meteorology, pharmacy, sports science, 
toxicology, veterinary science and viticulture.

Computing
Units 1-2
VCE Computing focuses on the application of a 
problem-solving methodology, and strategies and 
techniques for managing information systems in 
a range of contexts, to create digital solutions 
that meet specific needs. The study examines the 
attributes of each component of an information 
system including people, processes, data and 
digital systems (hardware, software, networks), and 
how their interrelationships affect the types and 
quality of digital solutions. 

VCE Computing is underpinned by four key 
concepts: approaches to problem solving, data and 
information, digital systems and interactions and 
impact.  An important component of the study is 
the opportunity for students to develop the shared 
understanding in social networks that enable 
cooperation and a cooperative approach to problem 
solving.

VCE Computing provides students with 
opportunities to acquire and apply knowledge and 
skills to use digital systems efficiently and effectively 
when creating digital solutions both individually and 
as part of a network. 

VCE Computing provides pathways to further 
studies in IT and to careers in ICT-based areas. It 
also prepares students for programs that require 
an IT-related subject or for a range of careers that 
require efficient and effective use of ICT.

Units 1-2
Students focus on how data, information and 
networked digital systems can be used to meet 
a range of users’ current and future needs. 
Students will create digital solution that graphically 
presents the information, examine the technical 
underpinnings of wireless and mobile networks, 
and security controls. They acquire and apply their 
knowledge of information architecture and user 
interfaces, when creating a website. 

Students also focus on application of 
computational, design and systems thinking skills 
to support the creation of solutions that automate 
the processing of data. They will use programming 
and scripting languages, databases and data 
visualization tools to create solutions that are clear, 
usable, attractive, and reduce the complexity of 
data.

Informatics
Unit 3-4
VCE Informatics supports students to participate 
in a globalised society and economy as they learn 
how to exploit the capabilities of digital systems 
and manage data to produce useful information 
on which to make decisions. The study provides 
students with practical opportunities to investigate 
solutions for real-world problems in a range of 
settings and the presentation of ideas formed. 
Developing an essential tool set for current and 
future learning, work and social endeavours is 
important as students move from the school to the 
real world environment.

VCE Informatics provides pathways to further 
studies in IT and to careers in ICT-based areas. It 
also prepares students for programs that require 
an IT-related subject or for a range of careers that 
require efficient and effective use of ICT.

Units 3-4
Students investigate the way organisations acquire 
data using interactive online solutions, such as 
websites and applications (apps), and consider 
how users interact with these solutions when 
conducting online transactions. They will use a 
database to manipulate data typically collected in 
such transactions. Students will use data to prove 
or disprove a hypothesis and communicate their 
findings. Students will also study how to effectively 
manage and secure data.

Software Development
Unit 3-4
Software Development Units 3 and 4 is an 
integrated part of VCE Computing. 

VCE Computing is underpinned by four key 
concepts: approaches to problem solving, data and 
information, digital systems and interactions and 
impact.

In Software Development students will learn one 
of the programming languages, and develop their 
computational, design and systems thinking skills.

Students will develop a deep understanding of the 
entire process of making software solutions: starting 
from the analysis of a need or an opportunity, 
through design and development stages, to the 
final software product. Students will apply systems 
thinking skills to evaluate how the introduction of the 
new software solution affects other applications and 
performance of the entire information system.

In this course, students work on a School Assessed 
Task (SAT) what runs across Unit 3 and Unit 4, and 
lets everyone experience the process of creating 
their own purposeful software application from the 
initial idea to the final product.

Knowledge and skills acquired in VCE Software 
Development would be a great benefit for students 
who are interested in undertaking further study 
of ICT as a part of their university degree or VET 
certificates.

Students develop a detailed understanding of 
the analysis, design, development and evaluation 
stages of the problem-solving methodology. 
Students examine the features and purposes 
of different design tools so they can accurately 
interpret the requirements and create working 
modules using a programming language. 

Students further develop their computational 
thinking skills by transforming their design into a 
software solution, and explaining the relationship 
between information systems.

Drama
Units 1-4 
The study of Drama focuses on the creation and 
performance of characters, narratives and stories. 
Students draw on a range of content and use role 
and expressive skills to create, embody and present 
dramatic works. They analyse the development of 
their performances and explore the actor–audience 
relationship. 

Students develop an understanding of dramatic 
elements, stagecraft and theatrical conventions 
appropriate to performance styles from a range 
of cultural contexts. They view and analyse 
performances by professional and other drama 
practitioners.

Unit 1 

This unit focuses on creating, presenting and 
analysing a devised performance that includes real 
or imagined characters, based on personal, cultural 
and/or community experiences and stories.

This unit also involves analysis of a student’s own 
performance work and analysis of a performance by 
professional and other drama practitioners.

Unit 2
This unit focuses on the use and documentation of 
the processes involved in constructing a devised 
solo or ensemble performance. Students create, 
present and analyse a performance based on a 
person, an event, an issue, a place, an art work, 
a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or 
historical Australian context.

This unit also involves analysis of a student’s own 
performance work as well as the performance of an 
Australian work.

Unit 3
This unit focuses on non-naturalistic drama 
from a diverse range of contemporary and/or 
cultural performance traditions. Non-naturalistic 
performance styles and associated theatrical 
conventions are explored in the creation, 
development and presentation of an ensemble 
performance.

A professional performance that incorporates non-
naturalistic performance style/s and production 
elements will also be analysed.

Unit 4
This unit focuses on the use of stimulus material 
and resources from a variety of sources to create 
and develop character/s within a solo performance. 
Students complete two solo performances. For a 
short solo performance they develop practical skills 
of researching, creating, presenting, documenting 
and analysing a solo performance work. In the 
development of a second solo performance, they 
devise, rehearse and perform an extended solo 
performance in response to a prescribed structure.

Food Studies
Units 1-4 
VCE Food Studies takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to the exploration of food, with an 
emphasis on extending food knowledge and 
skills and building individual pathways to health 
and wellbeing through the application of practical 
food skills. Students learn to make informed and 
confident food selection and food preparation within 
today’s complexity of influences and choices. 

Students study past and present patterns of eating, 
Australian and global food production systems and 
the many physical and social functions and roles of 
food. They research economic, environmental and 
ethical dimensions of food and critically evaluate 
information, marketing messages and new trends. 
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Practical work is integral to Food Studies and 
includes cooking, demonstrations, creating and 
responding to design briefs, dietary analysis, food 
sampling and taste-testing, sensory analysis, 
product analysis and scientific experiments. 

This study complements and supports further 
training and employment opportunities in the fields 
of home economics, food technology, nutrition, food 
manufacturing and hospitality.

Unit 1: Food origins
This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural 
perspectives. Students investigate the origins and 
roles of food through time and across the world. 
In Area of Study 1 students explore how humanity 
has historically sourced its food, examining the 
general progression from hunter-gatherer to rural-
based agriculture, to today’s urban living and global 
trade in food. Students consider the origins and 
significance of food through inquiry into particular 
food-producing regions of the world. 

In Area of Study 2 students focus on Australia. 
They look at Australian indigenous food prior to 
European settlement and how food patterns have 
changed since, particularly through the influence 
of food production, processing and manufacturing 
industries and immigration. Students investigate 
cuisines that are part of Australia’s culinary identity 
today and reflect on the concept of an Australian 
cuisine. 

Unit 2: Food makers
In this unit students investigate food systems in 
contemporary Australia. Area of Study 1 focuses 
on commercial food production industries, while 
Area of Study 2 looks at food production in small-
scale domestic settings, as both a comparison and 
complement to commercial production. Students 
gain insight into the significance of food industries to 
the Australian economy and investigate the capacity 
of industry to provide safe, high-quality food that 
meets the needs of consumers. 

Students use practical skills and knowledge to 
produce foods and consider a range of evaluation 
measures to compare their foods to commercial 
products. They consider the effective provision and 
preparation of food in the home, and analyse the 
benefits and challenges of developing and using 
practical food skills in daily life. 

Unit 3: Food in daily life
This unit investigates the many roles and everyday 
influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the 
science of food: our physical need for it and how 
it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. 
Students investigate the physiology of eating 
and appreciating food, and the microbiology of 
digestion. They also investigate the functional 
properties of food and the changes that occur 
during food preparation and cooking. They analyse 
the scientific rationale behind the Australian Dietary 
Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy 
Eating (see www.eatforhealth.gov.au) and develop 
their understanding of diverse nutrient requirements. 

Area of Study 2 focuses on influences on food 
choice: how communities, families and individuals 
change their eating patterns over time and how 
our food values and behaviours develop within 
social environments. Students inquire into the 
role of food in shaping and expressing identity 
and connectedness and the ways in which food 
information can be filtered and manipulated. They 
investigate behavioural principles that assist in the 
establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns. 

Unit 4: Food issues, challenges and futures 
In this unit students examine debates about global 
and Australian food systems. Area of Study 1 
focuses on issues about the environment, ecology, 
ethics, farming practices, the development and 
application of technologies, and the challenges of 
food security, food safety, food wastage, and the 
use and management of water and land. 

Area of Study 2 focuses on individual responses 
to food information and misinformation and the 
development of food knowledge, skills and habits 
to empower consumers to make discerning 
food choices. Students consider how to assess 
information and draw evidence-based conclusions.

They apply this methodology to navigate 
contemporary food fads, trends and diets. They 
practise and improve their food selection skills by 
interpreting food labels and analysing the marketing 
terms used on food packaging.

Health and Human 
Development
Units 1-4 
VCE Health and Human Development takes a 
broad and multidimensional approach to defining 
and understanding health and wellbeing. Students 
investigate the World Health Organization’s 
definition and other interpretations of health and 
wellbeing. For the purposes of this study, students 
consider wellbeing to be an implicit element of 
health. Wellbeing is a complex combination of 
all dimensions of health, characterised by an 
equilibrium in which the individual feels happy, 
healthy, capable and engaged.

Students examine health and wellbeing, and human 
development as dynamic concepts, subject to 
a complex interplay of biological, sociocultural 
and environmental factors, many of which can be 
modified by health care and other interventions. 
Students consider the interaction of these factors, 
with particular focus on the social factors that 
influence health and wellbeing; that is, on how 
health and wellbeing, and development, may be 
influenced by the conditions into which people are 
born, grow, live, work and age.

Students consider Australian and global contexts as 
they investigate variations in health status between 
populations and nations. They look at the Australian 
healthcare system and research what is being done 
to address inequalities in health and development 
outcomes. They examine and evaluate the work 
of global organisations such as the United Nations 
and the World Health Organization, as well as 
non-government organisations and the Australian 
government’s overseas aid program.

This study presents concepts of health and 
wellbeing, and human development, from a range of 
perspectives: individual and collective; local, national 
and global; and across time and the life span. 
Students develop health literacy as they connect 
their learning to their lives, communities and world. 
They develop a capacity to respond to health 
information, advertising and other media messages, 
enabling them to put strategies into action to 
promote health and wellbeing in both personal and 
community contexts.

Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a 
concept with varied and evolving perspectives 
and definitions. It takes the view that health and 
wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts 
and interpretations, with different meanings 
for different people. As a foundation to the 
understanding of health, students should investigate 
the World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition 
and explore other interpretations. Wellbeing 
is a complex combination of all dimensions of 
health, characterised by an equilibrium in which 
the individual feels happy, healthy, capable and 
engaged. For the purposes of this study, students 
should consider wellbeing to be an implicit element 
of health.

In this unit students identify personal perspectives 
and priorities relating to health and wellbeing, and 
enquire into factors that influence health attitudes, 
beliefs and practices, including among Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders. Students look at multiple 
dimensions of health and wellbeing, the complex 
interplay of influences on health and wellbeing and 
the indicators used to measure and evaluate health 
status. With a focus on youth, students consider 
their own health as individuals and as a cohort. 
They build health literacy through interpreting and 
using data, through investigating the role of food, 
and through extended inquiry into one youth health 
focus area.

Unit 2: Managing health and development
This unit investigates transitions in health and 
wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and 
societal perspectives. Students look at changes 
and expectations that are part of the progression 
from youth to adulthood. This unit promotes the 
application of health literacy skills through an 
examination of adulthood as a time of increasing 
independence and responsibility, involving the 
establishment of long-term relationships, possible 
considerations of parenthood and management of 
health-related milestones and changes.

Students enquire into the Australian healthcare 
system and extend their capacity to access and 
analyse health information. They investigate the 
challenges and opportunities presented by digital 
media and health technologies, and consider issues 
surrounding the use of health data and access to 
quality health care.

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised 
world
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to 
explore health and wellbeing as a global concept 
and to take a broader approach to inquiry. As 
they consider the benefits of optimal health and 
wellbeing and its importance as an individual and a 
collective resource, their thinking extends to health 
as a universal right. 

Students look at the fundamental conditions 
required for health improvement, as stated by 
the World Health Organization (WHO). They use 
this knowledge as background to their analysis 
and evaluation of variations in the health status 
of Australians. Area of Study 2 focuses on health 
promotion and improvements in population health 
over time. Students look at various public health 
approaches and the interdependence of different 
models as they research health improvements and 
evaluate successful programs. While the emphasis 
is on the Australian health system, the progression 
of change in public health approaches should be 
seen within a global context.

Unit 4: Health and human development in a 
global context
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. Students use data 
to investigate health status and burden of disease in 
different countries, exploring factors that contribute 
to health inequalities between and within countries, 
including the physical, social and economic 
conditions in which people live. 

Students build their understanding of health in 
a global context through examining changes in 
burden of disease over time and studying the key 
concepts of sustainability and human development. 
They consider the health implications of increased 
globalisation and worldwide trends relating to 
climate change, digital technologies, world trade 
and the mass movement of people. 

Area of Study 2 looks at global action to improve 
health and wellbeing and human development, 
focusing on the United Nations’ (UN’s) Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the work of the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 
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Students also investigate the role of non-
government organisations and Australia’s overseas 
aid program. Students evaluate the effectiveness of 
health initiatives and programs in a global context 
and reflect on their capacity to take action.

History: Revolutions
Units 3-4
Revolutions are the great disjuncture of modern 
times and mark deliberate attempts at new 
directions. They share the common aim of breaking 
with the past by destroying the regimes and 
societies that engender them and embarking on 
a program of political and social transformation. 
As processes of dramatically accelerated social 
change, revolutions have a profound impact on the 
country in which they occur, as well as important 
international repercussions.

Because revolutions involve destruction and 
construction, dispossession and liberation, they 
polarise society and unleash civil war and counter-
revolution, making the survival and consolidation 
of the revolution the principal concern of the 
revolutionary state. In defence of the revolution, 
under attack from within and without, revolutionary 
governments often deploy armed forces and 
institute policies of terror and repression. 

Revolutions in history have been reconsidered and 
debated by historians. The study of a revolution 
should consider differing perspectives and the 
reasons why different groups have made different 
judgements of the history of the revolution. 

Units 3 & 4
The historical study of Revolutions will study and 
explore two different revolutions; one for unit 3 and 
one for unit 4.  When studying Revolutions students 
will look at two areas of study: revolutionary ideas, 
movements and events, and creating a new society. 
Students will study a revolution and consider the 
factors that led to the uprising and the different 
perspectives historians have of the historical events.  
Students analyse a range of historical evidence and 
evaluate the role that individuals and groups played 
in shaping a new society.

Industry and Enterprise
Units 1-4
VCE Industry and Enterprise investigates work and 
its place in work settings, industries and society. 
The study explores the vocational, economic, 
social and cultural aspects of work and encourages 
students to undertake a theoretical and practical 
investigation of these aspects. Students investigate 
trends and patterns in Australian workplaces and 
industries and significant issues affecting Australian 
industries. A key feature of VCE Industry and 
Enterprise is the structured workplace learning that 
students are required to undertake.

Integral to this study are work‐related skills, which 
cover a range of skills that are seen as being 
important for entry‐level employees to develop and 
for life generally. Students develop work‐related 
skills across a range of personal, community and 
work settings.

Unit 1 Workplace Participation 
This unit prepares students for effective workforce 
participation. Students develop work‐related skills 
by exploring their individual career pathways. 
They observe industry and employment trends 
and analyse current and future work options. After 
completing the occupational health and safety 
(OH&S) induction program, students demonstrate 
the practical application of their work‐related skills 
by completing at least 35 hours of structured 
workplace learning.

Unit 2 Being Enterprising
Students explore the development of enterprising 
behaviour, leadership and innovation within 
industry. They consider the characteristics of a 
selected industry. Students analyse the impact of 
one significant issue, for example globalisation, 
technological change or environmental issues, on 
an Australian industry and consider how the industry 
has responded in an enterprising way. Students 
complete 35 hours of structured workplace learning.

Unit 3 Enterprise Culture
Students examine enterprise culture by investigating 
examples of enterprising Australian industries. 
Students explore the role and impact of four forces 
for change: the management of quality, workplace 
flexibility, technology, and training and workplace 
learning, in developing an enterprise culture within 
an industry. Students apply their learning in a 
practical way by completing at least 35 hours of 
structured workplace learning.

Unit 4 Industry Change and Innovation
Students investigate enterprising responses by 
Australian industries to pressures for change such 
as international competitiveness and environmental 
sustainability. Students examine innovation and 
evaluate its importance for a selected Australian 
industry. They consider the role of government in 
supporting innovation within industry, and examine 
the relationships between technology, training and 
innovation in developing an enterprise culture.

Legal Studies
Unit 1-4 
In contemporary Australian society there is a range 
of complex laws that exist to protect the rights of 
individuals and to achieve social cohesion. These 
laws are made by bodies such as parliament 
and the courts and are upheld by a number of 
institutions and processes within the legal system. 
Members of society interact with the laws and the 
legal system in many aspects of their lives and can 
influence law makers.

The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to 
become active and informed citizens by providing 
them with valuable insights into their relationship 
with the law and the legal system. They develop 
knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence 
and ability to access and participate in the legal 
system. Students come to appreciate how legal 
systems and processes aim to achieve social 
cohesion, and how they themselves can create 
positive changes to laws and the legal system. 
VCE Legal Studies equips students with the 
ability to research and analyse legal information 
and apply legal reasoning and decision-making 
skills, and fosters critical thinking to solve legal 
problems. Further study in the legal field can lead 
to a broad range of career opportunities such as 
lawyer, paralegal, legal secretary and careers in the 
courtroom.

Unit 1: Guilt and liability
Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social 
cohesion and protect the rights of individuals. 
Criminal law is aimed at maintaining social order 
and infringing criminal law can result in charges. 
Civil law deals with the infringement of a person’s 
or group’s rights and breaching civil law can 
result in litigation. In this unit students develop an 
understanding of legal foundations, such as the 
different types and sources of law and the existence 
of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate 
key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply 
these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to 
determine whether an accused may be found guilty 
of a crime, or liable in a civil dispute. In doing so, 
students develop an appreciation of the way in 
which legal principles and information are used in 
making reasoned judgments and conclusions about 
the culpability of an accused, and the liability of a 
party in a civil dispute.

Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights
Criminal law and civil law aim to protect the rights 
of individuals. When rights are infringed, a case or 
dispute may arise which needs to be determined 
or resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be 
imposed. This unit focuses on the enforcement 
of criminal law and civil law, the methods and 
institutions that may be used to determine a 
criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and the 
purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and 
their effectiveness. Students undertake a detailed 
investigation of two criminal cases and two civil 
cases from the past four years to form a judgment 
about the ability of sanctions and remedies to 
achieve the principles of justice. Students develop 
their understanding of the way rights are protected 
in Australia and in another country, and possible 
reforms to the protection of rights. They examine a 
significant case in relation to the protection of rights 
in Australia.

Unit 3: Rights and justice
The Victorian justice system, which includes 
the criminal and civil justice systems, aims to 
protect the rights of individuals and uphold the 
principles of justice: fairness, equality and access. 
In this unit students examine the methods and 
institutions in the justice system and consider their 
appropriateness in determining criminal cases 
and resolving civil disputes. Students consider the 
Magistrates’ Court, County Court and Supreme 
Court within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as 
other Victorian legal institutions and bodies available 
to assist with cases. 

Students explore matters such as the rights 
available to an accused and to victims in the 
criminal justice system, the roles of the judge, jury, 
legal practitioners and the parties, and the ability of 
sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes. 
Students investigate the extent to which the 
principles of justice are upheld in the justice system. 
They discuss recent reforms from the past four 
years and recommended reforms to enhance the 
ability of the justice system to achieve the principles 
of justice. Throughout this unit, students apply 
legal reasoning and information to actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios.

Unit 4: The people and the law
The study of Australia’s laws and legal system 
involves an understanding of institutions that make 
and reform our laws, and the relationship between 
the Australian people, the Australian Constitution 
and law-making bodies. In this unit, students 
explore how the Australian Constitution establishes 
the law-making powers of the Commonwealth 
and state parliaments, and protects the Australian 
people through structures that act as a check 
on parliament in law-making. Students develop 
an understanding of the significance of the High 
Court in protecting and interpreting the Australian 
Constitution. They investigate parliament and the 
courts, and the relationship between the two in 
law-making, and consider the roles of the individual, 
the media and law reform bodies in influencing law 
reform. Throughout this unit, students apply legal 
reasoning and information to actual scenarios.
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Media
Units 1-4 
This study provides students with the opportunity 
to examine the media in both historical and 
contemporary contexts while developing skills in 
media design and production in a range of media 
forms. VCE Media provides students with the 
opportunity to analyse media concepts, forms and 
products in an informed and critical way. Students 
consider narratives, technologies and processes 
from various perspectives including an analysis of 
structure and features. They examine debates about 
the media’s role in contributing to and influencing 
society. Students integrate these aspects of the 
study through the individual design and production 
of their media representations, narratives and 
products. 

VCE Media supports students to develop and 
refine their planning and analytical skills, critical and 
creative thinking and expression, and to strengthen 
their communication skills and technical knowledge. 
Students gain knowledge and skills in planning 
and expression valuable for participation in and 
contribution to contemporary society. 

This study leads to pathways for further theoretical 
and/or practical study at tertiary level or in 
vocational education and training settings; including 
screen and media, marketing and advertising, 
games and interactive media, communication 
and writing, graphic and communication design, 
photography and animation. 

Aims 
This study enables students to: 

 • investigate and analyse their and others’ 
experience of the media 

 • examine the relationship between audiences and 
the media 

 • understand the codes and conventions that are 
used to construct media narratives and products 

 • develop an understanding of traditional and 
contemporary media forms, products, institutions 
and industries through theoretical study and 
practical application 

 • develop an understanding of the nature, 
roles, structure and contexts of creation and 
distribution of media forms and products 

 • analyse media stories and narratives to 
understand how meaning is constructed and 
how audiences are engaged

 • develop an understanding of the relationship 
between the media and audiences that produce 
and engage with it 

 • develop the capacity to investigate, examine 
and evaluate debates around the role of 
contemporary media and its implications for 
society develop skills in critically understanding 
the significance and aesthetics of the media 

 • develop and refine skills in the design, 
production, evaluation and critical analysis of 
media products in a range of contexts and forms 
for different audiences. 

Structure 
The study is made up of four units. 

Unit 1: Media forms, representations and Australian 
stories 

Unit 2: Narrative across media forms 

Unit 3: Media narratives and pre-production 

Unit 4: Media production and issues in the media

Each unit deals with specific content contained in 
areas of study and is designed to enable students 
to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit. Each 
outcome is described in terms of key knowledge 
and key skills. 

Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies
Units 1-4 
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies is 
concerned with the ways humans interact with 
and relate to outdoor environments. ‘Outdoor 
environments’ covers environments that have 
minimum influence from humans, as well as those 
environments that have been subject to different 
levels of human intervention. The study enables 
students to make critically informed comment on 
questions of environmental sustainability and to 
understand the importance of environmental health, 
particularly in local contexts.

In this study both passive and active outdoor 
activities provide the means for students to develop 
experiential knowledge of outdoor environments. 
Such knowledge is then enhanced through the 
theoretical study of outdoor environments from 
perspectives of environmental history, ecology 
and the social studies of human relationships with 
nature. The study also examines the complex 
interplay between outdoor environments and 
humans.

Outdoor experiences suited to this study are: a 
range of guided activities in areas such as farms, 
mining/ logging sites, interpretation centres, 
coastal areas, rivers, mountains, bushland, 
forests, urban parks, and state or national parks. 
Activities undertaken could include bushwalking, 
cross-country skiing, canoe touring, cycle touring, 
conservation and restoration activities, marine 
exploration, and participation in community 
projects. Outdoor experiences that use weapons or 
motorised devices to replace human effort are not 
suitable for this study.

Unit 1: Exploring outdoor experiences
This unit examines some of the ways in which 
humans understand and relate to nature through 
experiences of outdoor environments. The focus is 
on individuals and their personal responses to, and 
experiences of, outdoor environments.

Students are provided with the opportunity 
to explore the many ways in which nature is 
understood and perceived.

Students develop a clear understanding of the 
range of motivations for interacting with outdoor 
environments and the factors that affect an 
individual’s access to outdoor experiences and 
relationships with outdoor environments.

Through outdoor experiences, students develop 
practical skills and knowledge to help them live 
sustainably in outdoor environments. Students 
understand the links between practical experiences 
and theoretical investigations, gaining insight into 
a variety of responses to, and relationships with, 
nature.

Unit 2: Discovering outdoor environments
This unit focuses on the characteristics of outdoor 
environments and different ways of understanding 
them, as well as the impact of humans on outdoor 
environments.

In this unit students study the impact of nature 
on humans, and the ecological, social and 
economic implications of the impact of humans on 
outdoor environments. Students develop a clear 
understanding of the impact of technologies and 
changing human lifestyles on outdoor environments.

Students examine a number of case studies of 
specific outdoor environments, including areas 
where there is evidence of human intervention.

They develop the practical skills required to 
minimise the impact of humans on outdoor 
environments. Through practical experiences 
students are able to make comparisons between 
and to reflect upon outdoor environments, as well 
as to develop theoretical knowledge about natural 
environments.

Unit 3
Students are involved in one or more experiences 
in outdoor environments, including in areas where 
there is evidence of human interaction. Through 
these practical experiences students are provided 
with the basis for comparison and reflection, and 
opportunities to develop theoretical knowledge and 
skills about specific natural environments.

Unit 4
Students engage in one or more related experiences 
in outdoor environments. Students will explore 
the sustainable use and management of outdoor 
environments, including the importance of healthy 
outdoor environments, issues and supporting the 
future needs of the Australian people. Through 
these practical experiences students are provided 
with the basis for comparison and reflection, and 
opportunities to develop and apply theoretical 
knowledge about outdoor environments.

Philosophy
Units 1-4 
Philosophy provides students with the opportunity 
to read and understand some of the powerful 
ideas that have shaped our culture. This course 
introduces students to methods of philosophical 
argument and analysis, and their application to 
contemporary issues. The study also focuses on 
philosophers and philosophical ideas at different 
stages in history. 

Philosophy grapples with some of the most 
profound questions, such as: What is the nature 
of reality? Is it possible to attain absolute certainty 
about anything? Are right and wrong simply matters 
of culture? Is it rational to have religious beliefs? 

Doing philosophy is about developing the ability to 
clarify concepts, analyse problems and construct 
reasonable, coherent arguments. Philosophy is 
intellectually challenging. Importantly, philosophy 
demands independent thinking, and develops 
independent reasoning skills which are highly 
transferable. Studies in philosophy complement 
courses across the VCE, interrogating underlying 
premises and connections between related 
fields. The key knowledge and skills fostered by 
philosophy also provide excellent preparation 
for any future career, whether in science or law, 
business or the arts. Experts in any field will 
inevitably confront philosophical questions. 

VCE Philosophy is a challenging and stimulating 
study which nurtures curiosity, problem-solving 
skills, open-mindedness and intellectual rigour, and 
equips students with the rational discernment to 
analyse and contribute to a range of twenty-first 
century debates.

Unit 1 & 2:
Philosophy uses logic and reasoning to investigate 
some of the biggest questions in life. For example: 
Is the mind the same as the body? How do things 
keep their identity despite physically changing? Is 
science a reliable source of knowledge? What is 
ethical? What should be the role of governments 
and leaders? In Philosophy, you will learn how to 
make rational arguments and use logic to support 
your views on these topics. You will also use these 
skills to evaluate the views of famous philosophers 
like Plato, Aristotle, Rene, Descartes and John 
Stuart Mill.
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Unit 3 & 4:
Students will build on the logic and reasoning skills 
which they developed during Units 1 & 2, and apply 
them to a range of new and familiar topics. The 
focus of these units is on the analysis and evaluation 
of philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Nietzsche 
and Descartes. During Unit 3, students will examine 
the relationship between the mind and body, and 
whether it is possible for something to maintain its 
identity over time. In Unit 4, students will examine 
ideas about ‘The Good Life’ and how these can be 
applied to modern life.

Physical Education
Units 1-4 
VCE Physical Education explores the complex 
interrelationships between anatomical, 
biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition 
principles to understand their role in producing 
and refining movement, and examines behavioural, 
psychological, environmental and sociocultural 
influences on performance and participation in 
physical activity.

The assimilation of theoretical understanding and 
practice is central to the study of VCE Physical 
Education. Students participate in practical activities 
to examine the core concepts that underpin 
movement and that influence performance and 
participation in physical activity, sport and exercise.

Through integrated physical, written, oral and digital 
learning experiences, students apply theoretical 
concepts and reflect critically on factors that affect 
all levels of performance and participation in sport, 
exercise and physical activity.

The study of VCE Physical Education enables 
students to integrate a contemporary understanding 
of the theoretical underpinnings of performance 
and participation in physical activity with practical 
application. Through engagement in physical 
activities, VCE Physical Education enables students 
to develop the knowledge and skills required to 
critically evaluate influences that affect their own and 
others’ performance and participation in physical 
activity. 

This study equips students with the appropriate 
knowledge and skills to plan, develop and maintain 
their involvement in physical activity, sport and 
exercise across their lifespan and to understand 
the physical, social, emotional and cognitive health 
benefits associated with being active. The study 
also prepares students for employment and/or 
further study at the tertiary level or in vocational 
education and training settings in fields such 
as exercise and sport science, health science, 
education, recreation, sport development and 
coaching, health promotion and related careers.

Unit 1: Bodies in motion
In this unit students explore how the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work 
together to produce movement. Through practical 
activities students explore the relationships between 
the body systems and physical activity, sport and 
exercise, and how the systems adapt and adjust 
to the demands of the activity. Students investigate 
the role and function of the main structures in each 
system and how they respond to physical activity, 
sport and exercise. They explore how the capacity 
and functioning of each system acts as an enabler 
or barrier to movement and participation in physical 
activity.

Using a contemporary approach, students evaluate 
the social, cultural and environmental influences 
on movement. They consider the implications of 
the use of legal and illegal practices to improve 
the performance of the musculoskeletal and 
cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating perceived 
benefits and describing potential harms. They also 
recommend and implement strategies to minimise 
the risk of illness or injury to each system.

Unit 2: Sports coaching and physically 
active lifestyles
This unit develops students’ understanding 
of physical activity, sport and society from a 
participatory perspective. Students are introduced 
to types of physical activity and the role participation 
in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays 
in their own health and wellbeing as well as in other 
people’s lives in different population groups. 

Through a series of practical activities, students 
experience and explore different types of physical 
activity promoted in their own and different 
population groups. They gain an appreciation of the 
level of physical activity required for health benefits. 
Students investigate how participation in physical 
activity varies across the lifespan. They explore 
a range of factors that influence and facilitate 
participation in regular physical activity. They collect 
data to determine perceived enablers of and 
barriers to physical activity and the ways in which 
opportunities for participation in physical activity can 
be extended in various communities, social, cultural 
and environmental contexts. 

Students investigate individual and population-
based consequences of physical inactivity and 
sedentary behaviour. They then create and 
participate in an activity plan that meets the physical 
activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines relevant 
to the particular population group being studied. 

Students apply various methods to assess physical 
activity and sedentary behaviour levels at the 
individual and population level, and analyse the 
data in relation to physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines. Students study and apply the 
social-ecological model and/or the Youth Physical 
Activity Promotion Model to critique a range of 
individual- and settings-based strategies that are 
effective in promoting participation in some form of 
regular physical activity.

Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for 
physical activity
This unit introduces students to the biomechanical 
and skill acquisition principles used to analyse 
human movement skills and energy production from 
a physiological perspective. Students use a variety 
of tools and techniques to analyse movement 
skills and apply biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles to improve and refine movement in 
physical activity, sport and exercise. They use 
practical activities to demonstrate how correct 
application of these principles can lead to improved 
performance in physical activity and sport. Students 
investigate the relative contribution and interplay of 
the three energy systems to performance in physical 
activity, sport and exercise. In particular, they 
investigate the characteristics of each system and 
the interplay of the systems during physical activity.

Students explore the causes of fatigue and consider 
different strategies used to postpone fatigue and 
promote recovery.

Unit 4: Training to improve performance
In this unit students analyse movement skills from 
a physiological, psychological and sociocultural 
perspective, and apply relevant training principles 
and methods to improve performance within 
physical activity at an individual, club and elite 
level. Improvements in performance, in particular 
fitness, depend on the ability of the individual and/
or coach to gain, apply and evaluate knowledge 
and understanding of training. Students analyse skill 
frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates and 
work to rest ratios to determine the requirements of 
an activity.

Students consider the physiological, psychological 
and sociological requirements of training to design 
and evaluate an effective training program.

Students participate in a variety of training 
sessions designed to improve or maintain fitness 
and evaluate the effectiveness of different training 
methods. Students critique the effectiveness of the 
implementation of training principles and methods 
to meet the needs of the individual, and evaluate 
the chronic adaptations to training from a theoretical 
perspective.

Physics
Units 1-4 
Did you know that Physics affects every moment 
of every aspect of our lives? So, doesn’t it make 
sense to have an understanding of how it affects 
our lives so profoundly? Physics is a science that 
investigates the laws of nature to do with the 
physical world around us, and the universe. This 
subject is designed to enhance the scientific literacy 
of students who would like to pursue careers that 
involve Physics such as; Engineering, Aviation, 
Medical Imaging, Nuclear Science, Physiotherapy, 
Sport Science, and many others.

Units 1 & 2 
The knowledge gained through Physics will enhance 
students’ ability to be innovative and gain a strong 
technical and scientific understanding in areas such 
as;

Unit 1 – What ideas explain the physical world?

Unit 2 – What do experiments reveal about the 
physical world?

Topics include: Electricity, nuclear radiation, atomic 
energy, thermodynamics, light and lasers, motion, 
flight and aerospace.

Units 3 & 4
Unit 3 – How do fields explain motion and 
electricity?

Unit 4 – How can two contradictory models explain 
both light and matter?

Topics include: Motion, electronics, photonics, 
electric power, interactions between light and 
matter, Einstein’s Theory of Special Relativity. 

Students will be involved in a variety of practical 
laboratory experiments and demonstrations to 
explore and investigate the fascinating concepts 
covered in these topics. 

To support the learning that happens in the Physics 
laboratory, field trips are organised to places such 
as Scienceworks High Voltage Theatre, Jetstar and 
BAE Systems Aviation Maintenance, the Australian 
Synchrotron, Monash and other universities where 
students can see and experience first-hand some of 
the exciting things that are happening in the world 
of science, technology and engineering.

Physics is an important basis for most modern 
technology, and for the tools and instruments 
used in scientific, engineering, medical research 
and development, and even sport science.  The 
manufacturing and design industries are dominated 
by physics-based technology.
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Product Design and 
Technology:
Wood or Textiles
Units 1-4 
In VCE Product Design and Technology students 
assume the role of a designer/maker. In adopting 
this role, they acquire and apply knowledge of 
factors that influence design. Students address the 
design factors relevant to their design situation.

The knowledge and use of resources is integral 
to product design. These resources include a 
range of materials, and the tools, equipment and 
machines needed to transform these materials in a 
safe manner into useful products. Increasingly, the 
importance of environmental sustainability is having 
an impact on product design and development. 
More sustainable approaches are therefore at the 
fore front throughout the product lifecycle.

Textiles
Unit 1: Sustainable product redevelopment 
Students consider how a product could be 
sustainably redeveloped. They write follow the 
design process starting with a design brief to 
redevelopment a product, with the aim of improving 
the function and sustainability of the original 
product. Students learn how to develop their ideas 
using research and different sources of inspiration. 
They gain an understanding of materials that make 
them suitable and safe for specific products. They 
will learn how to develop innovative ideas, create 
concept sketches and presentation drawings 
suitable for illustrating their ideas. Students develop 
practical skills in the safe use of tools, equipment, 
machines, and materials. Students learn to evaluate 
their design options and the finished product.

Assessment is based on a design folio and finished 
product. 

Unit 2: Collaborative design 
In this unit students work in teams to design and 
develop an item in a product range or contribute 
to the design and production of a group product. 
They focus on the needs and wants of the end user; 
aesthetics; materials and sustainability. As a design 
team they collaboratively generate one design 
brief from a scenario, based on a theme. They 
contribute to the design, planning and production of 
a group product or product range. Individual roles 
and responsibilities are allocated. They research 
materials and share their findings within the team.

Students develop evaluation criteria for the finished 
product to determine if each criterion has been met 
through testing and feedback. Students investigate 
an historical or a contemporary design movement 
or style for inspiration. They record their individual 
contribution to the team and develop skills in both 
project management and presentation of their work.

Assessment is based on a design folio and finished 
product.

Unit 3: Applying the product design process 
In this unit students are engaged in the design 
and development of a product that addresses 
a personal, local, or global problem (such as 
humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and 
wants of a potential end-user. Students examine 
how a design brief addresses particular product 
design factors and how evaluation criteria are 
developed from the constraints and considerations 
in the brief. They use the design brief as a 
springboard to direct research and design activities. 

Students examine how a range of factors, including 
new and emerging digital technologies, influence 
the design and development of products within 
industrial manufacturing settings. They consider 
issues associated with obsolescence and 
sustainability models. Students commence the 
product design process for a product design for an 
end-user, including writing an individual design brief 
and criteria that will be used to evaluate the product 
in Unit 4.

Assessment is based on a design folio including the 
initial stages of the product design process (SAT / 
Outcome 3). 

An understanding of the role of the designer (SAC 
1/Outcome 1) and the role of product development 
in Industry (SAC 2 /Outcome 2).

Unit 4: Product development and evaluation
In this unit students engage with an end-user 
to gain feedback throughout the process of 
production. Students make comparisons between 
similar products to help evaluate the success of 
a product in relation to a range of product design 
factors. The environmental, economic and social 
impact of products throughout their life cycle can 
be analysed and evaluated with reference to the 
product design factors. Students use comparative 
analysis and evaluation methods to make 
judgments about commercial product design and 
development. They continue to develop and safely 
manufacture the product designed in Unit 3 and 
record production processes. Students evaluate 
the quality of their product with reference to criteria 
and end-user feedback; they identify possible 
improvements. User instructions or care labels that 
highlight the product’s features are produced.

Assessment is based on a design folio including 
the all stages of the product design process 
commenced in Unit 3 and continued in Unit 4 
and finished product (SAT/Outcomes 2 and 3). 
Compare, analyse and evaluate similar commercial 
products (SAC 3/Outcome 1).

Wood 
Unit 1
This area of study introduces students to the 
product design process, lifecycle analysis / 
assessment (LCA), IP and the product design 
factors, with the emphasis on sustainability. 
Students consider contemporary practices of 
designers who claim to incorporate sustainable 
practices.

Students are to write a design brief for the 
redevelopment of a product, improving the 
purpose and / or function and sustainability of the 
original product. The redeveloped product must 
be significantly different from the original product. 
Prior to construction of the redeveloped product, 
students develop visualisations (concept sketches, 
drawings and / or mock-ups), presentation 
drawings of the design options and working 
drawings of their preferred option.

Unit 2
In this unit students work in teams to design and 
develop an item in a product range or contribute 
to the design, planning and production of a group 
product. In this unit students gain inspiration from 
an historical or a contemporary design movement or 
style and its defining factors such as ideological or 
technological change, philosophy or aesthetics.

Unit 3
In this unit students are engaged in the design 
and development of a product that addresses 
a personal, local, or global problem (such as 
humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and 
wants of a potential end-user/s.

On completion of this unit, the student should be 
able to investigate and define a design problem, 
discuss how the design process leads to product 
design development and explain and analyse 
influences on the design, development and 
manufacture of products within industrial settings. 
Additionally they are required to document the 
product design process used to meet the needs 
of an end-user/s and commence production of the 
designed product.

Unit 4
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to compare, analyse and evaluate similar 
commercial products, taking into account a range of 
factors and using appropriate techniques.

Students should also be able to apply a range of 
production skills and processes safely to make 
the product designed in Unit 3, manage time and 
resources effectively and efficiently and be able 
to evaluate the finished product through testing 
and feedback against criteria, create end-user/s’ 
instructions or care labels and recommend 
improvements to future products.

Psychology
Units 1-4 
Psychology is a broad discipline that incorporates 
both the scientific study of human behaviour 
through biological, psychological and social 
perspectives and the systematic application of this 
knowledge to personal and social circumstances in 
everyday life.

VCE Psychology enables students to explore how 
people think, feel and  behave  through  the  use  of  
a  biopsychosocial  approach.  The study explores 
the connection between the brain and behaviour 
by focusing on several key interrelated aspects 
of the discipline: the interplay between genetics 
and environment, individual differences and group 
dynamics, sensory perception and awareness, 
memory and learning, and mental health. Students 
examine classical and contemporary research 
and the use of imaging technologies, models 
and theories to understand how knowledge in 
psychology has evolved and continues to evolve in 
response to new evidence and discoveries.  

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental 
processes shaped? 
Students investigate the structure and functioning 
of the human brain and the  role  it  plays  in  
the  overall  functioning  of  the  human  nervous 
system. Students explore brain plasticity and 
the influence that brain damage may have on a 
person’s psychological functioning. They consider 
the complex nature of psychological development, 
including situations where psychological 
development may not occur as expected. 
Students examine the contribution that classical 
and contemporary studies have made to an 
understanding of the human brain and its functions, 
and to the development of different psychological 
models and theories used to predict and explain the 
development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours

Unit 2: How do external factors influence 
behaviour and mental processes?
Students investigate how perception of stimuli 
enables a person to interact with the world 
around them and how their perception of stimuli 
can be distorted. They evaluate the role social 
cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, perception 
of themselves and relationships with others. 
Students explore a variety of factors and contexts 
that can influence the behaviour of an individual 
and groups.  They examine the contribution that 
classical and contemporary research has made to 
the understanding of human perception and why 
individuals and groups behave in specific ways.
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Unit 3: How does experience affect 
behaviour and mental processes?
Students explore the nervous system influences 
behaviour and the way people experience the world. 
In this unit students examine both macro-level and 
micro-level functioning of the nervous system to 
explain how the human nervous system  enables 
a person to interact with the world around them. 
They explore how stress may affect a person’s 
psychological functioning and consider the causes 
and management of stress. 

Students investigate how mechanisms of memory 
and learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, 
the development of new capacities and changed 
behaviours. They consider the limitations and 
fallibility of memory and how memory can be 
improved. Students examine the contribution that 
classical and contemporary research has made 
to the understanding of the structure and function 
of the nervous system, and to the understanding 
of biological, psychological and social factors that 
influence learning and memory. 

Unit 4: How is wellbeing developed and 
maintained?
Consciousness and mental health are two of many 
psychological constructs that can be explored by 
studying the relationship between the mind, brain 
and behaviour. In this unit students examine the 
nature of consciousness and how changes in levels 
of consciousness can affect mental processes 
and behaviour. They consider the role of sleep and 
the impact that sleep disturbances may have on a 
person’s functioning. 
Students explore the concept of a mental health 
continuum and apply a biopsychosocial approach, 
as a scientific model, to analyse mental health and 
disorder. 
They use specific phobia to illustrate how the 
development and management of a mental disorder 
can be considered as an interaction between 
biological, psychological and social factors. 
Students examine the contribution that classical 
and contemporary research has made to the 
understanding of consciousness, including sleep, 
and the development of an individual’s mental 
functioning and wellbeing.
 

Sociology
Units 1-4 
Sociology focuses on the study of human behaviour 
and social interaction to understand how societies 
are organised, develop and change. There is 
no single sociological perspective; rather, there 
are several theories that offer different ways of 
understanding human society. Sociologists use 
these theories and frameworks in a complementary 
way to attempt to objectively examine social issues 
and explain concepts. In VCE Sociology students 
examine key theories regarding family, deviance, 
ethnicity, community and social movements.

Students are encouraged to question their 
assumptions and to reflect on their understandings 
and ideas about social relations. 

Sociology draws on scientific method in the 
exploration of social relationships and the outcomes 
of social activities. Sociologists work to develop 
a reliable and valid body of knowledge based on 
research. In doing so, they adhere to various ethical 
codes of conduct. The primary goal of research 
ethics is to protect the wellbeing of the groups and 
individuals with whom sociologists work. 

Unit 1: Youth and Family
This unit focuses on different theories and 
perspectives used in the study of Sociology. 
Students explore the concepts of youth and 
adolescence and how they have changed over 
time and across cultures. Different family types 
will be studied such as same sex, single parent 
and blended families. The influence of technology, 
culture and the economy on the Australian family will 
also be investigated. 

Unit 2: Social Norms – Breaking the Code
This Unit focuses on the concepts of anti-social 
and criminal behaviour. It explores why individuals 
break rules in society and how society maintains 
order. It looks at different theories to explain criminal 
behaviour and the different types of punishment 
used in various countries. This unit looks at the 
role of the media and how they influence people’s 
perceptions. 

Unit 3: Culture and ethnicity
This unit focuses on the meaning of culture. It looks 
at a range of historical and modern media articles, 
cartoons, songs and documentaries related to 
Australian Indigenous culture. Different government 
policies are examined and national and international 
factors that have raised awareness about 
Indigenous culture are explored. Students look at 
the concepts of race and ethnicity, sociological 
theory and complete a detailed study on a particular 
ethnic group such as the Mongolian Australian 
ethnic community.

Unit 4: Community, Social movements and 
Social Change
This Unit focuses on the meaning and experience 
of being part of a community such as a football 
club or a religious group. It looks at different factors 
that strengthen and weaken a sense of community. 
Students also investigate social movements such 
as Greenpeace and Animals Australia. Students 
complete a detailed research study on each looking 
at both theory and data.

Studio Arts 
Units 1-4 
VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students 
to recognise their individual potential as art makers 
and presents a guided process to assist their 
understanding and development of artmaking. The 
study establishes effective art practices through the 
application of an individual design process to assist 
the student’s production of a folio of artworks.

Studio Arts gives you the opportunity to develop 
your skills in painting, drawing, printmaking, 
sculpture and digital artforms.

Unit 1
Students focus on developing an understanding of 
studio practice and learn how to explore, develop, 
refine, resolve and present artworks using a wide 
range of materials and techniques. Students also 
research and analyse the ways in which artists 
from different times and cultures have developed 
artworks. Students exhibit their own work and may 
visit a variety of exhibition spaces to examine how 
artworks are presented to an audience. 

Unit 2
Students focus on establishing their own studio 
practice to produce artworks exploring a variety 
of ideas using selected materials and techniques. 
Students also learn to analyse and study art 
movements and styles, other artists from different 
times and cultures, and locate sources of inspiration 
to develop their own folio of finished artworks. 
Students exhibit their own works and may visit a 
variety of exhibition spaces to view the work of 
other artists. 

Unit 3
Students develop and use an exploration proposal 
to define an area of creative exploration leading to 
the production of a range of potential directions to 
support the making of finished artworks in Unit 4. 

Students will also investigate and analyse the 
response of artists to a wide range of source 
material and examine their use of materials and 
techniques. Students will also reflect on the 
different environments where artworks are exhibited 
and examine how artworks are presented to an 
audience. Students are expected to visit at least 
two different exhibitions to study specific artworks 
during the course. 

Unit 4
Students focus on the planning, production and 
evaluation required to develop, refine and present 
artworks that link ideas resolved in Unit 3. To 
support the creation of artworks, students present 
visual and written evaluation that explains why they 
selected a range of potential directions from Unit 3 
and produce at least two finished artworks in Unit 4. 
Students also investigate aspects of the art industry, 
including the presentation and conservation 
of artworks in various types of gallery spaces, 
appropriation and copyright issues. 

Studio Arts: Photography 
Units 1-4
VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students 
to recognise their individual potential as artists and 
develop their understanding and development of art 
making. The study establishes effective art practices 
through the application of an individual design 
process to assist the student’s production of a folio 
of artworks.  Studio Arts gives you the opportunity 
to develop your skills in photography including 
digital and darkroom methods. 

Unit 1
Students focus on developing an understanding 
of studio practice and learn how to explore, 
develop, refine, resolve and present artworks using 
photographic materials and techniques. Students 
also research and analyse the ways in which artists 
from different times and cultures have developed 
artworks. Students exhibit their own work and may 
visit a variety of exhibition spaces to examine how 
artworks are presented to an audience. 

Unit 2
Students focus on establishing their own 
photographic practice to produce artworks 
exploring a variety of ideas using selected materials 
and techniques. Students also learn to analyse and 
study art movements and styles, other artists from 
different times and cultures, and locate sources 
of inspiration to develop their own folio of finished 
artworks. Students exhibit their own works and may 
visit a variety of exhibition spaces to view the work 
of other artists. 

Unit 3
Students develop and use an exploration proposal 
to define an area of creative exploration leading to 
the production of a range of potential directions 
to support the making of finished artworks in 
Unit 4. Students will also investigate and analyse 
the response of artists to a wide range of source 
material and examine their use of materials and 
techniques. Students will also reflect on the 
different environments where artworks are exhibited 
and examine how artworks are presented to an 
audience. Students are expected to visit at least 
two different exhibitions to study specific artworks 
during the course. 
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Unit 4
Students focus on the planning, production and 
evaluation required to develop, refine and present 
artworks that link ideas resolved in Unit 3. To 
support the creation of artworks, students present 
visual and written evaluation that explains why they 
selected a range of potential directions from Unit 3 
and produce at least two finished artworks in Unit 4. 
Students also investigate aspects of the art industry, 
including the presentation and conservation of 
photographic artworks in various types of gallery 
spaces, appropriation and copyright issues. 

Systems Engineering
Units 1-4 
VCE Systems Engineering involves the design, 
creation, operation and evaluation of integrated 
systems, which mediate and control many aspects 
of human experience. This study can be applied 
to a diverse range of engineering fields such 
as manufacturing, land, water, air and space 
transportation, automation, control technologies, 
mechanisms and mechatronics, electrotechnology, 
robotics, pneumatics, hydraulics, and energy 
management.

Unit 1
This unit focuses on engineering fundamentals as 
the basis of understanding underlying principles and 
the building blocks that operate in simple to more 
complex mechanical devices. Students apply their 
knowledge to design, construct, test and evaluate 
operational systems. The focus of the system 
should be mechanical; however, it may include 
some electronic components. The constructed 
operational systems demonstrate selected 
theoretical principles studied in this unit.

Unit 2
In this unit students study fundamental 
electrotechnology engineering principles. Through 
the application of their knowledge and the Systems 
Engineering Process, students produce operational 
systems that may also include mechanical 
components. Students study fundamental 
electrotechnology principles including applied 
electrical theory, representation of electronic 
components and devices. In addition, students 
conduct research and produce technical reports.

Unit 3
In this unit students study the engineering principles 
that are used to explain the physical properties of 
integrated systems and how they work. Through the 
application of their knowledge, students design and 
plan an operational, mechanical electrotechnology 
integrated and controlled system. They learn about 
the technologies used to harness energy sources to 
provide power for engineered systems. 

Unit 4
In this unit students complete the production work 
and test and evaluate the integrated controlled 
system they designed in Unit 3. Students investigate 
new and emerging technologies, consider 
reasons for their development and analyse their 
impacts. Students use their investigations, design 
and planning to continue the fabrication of their 
mechanical electrotechnology integrated and 
controlled system using the Systems Engineering 
Process.

Theatre Studies
Units 1-4 
Theatre Studies focuses on the interpretation 
of play-scripts and the production of plays from 
the pre-modern era to the present day. Students 
apply stagecraft including acting, to study the 
nature, diversity and characteristics of theatre as 
an art form. Throughout the study students work 
with play-scripts in both their written form and in 
performance. They learn about the times, places 
and cultures of key theatrical developments and 
develop awareness of the traditions and histories of 
theatre.

Through contribution to the production of plays 
and performance of a monologue, students also 
develop knowledge and understanding of theatrical 
styles. This knowledge and understanding is further 
developed by analysis and evaluation of their own 
productions and productions by professional theatre 
practitioners.

Unit 1
This unit focuses on the application of acting and 
other stagecraft in relation to theatrical styles of 
the pre-modern era. Students also study theatrical 
and performance analysis and apply these skills to 
the analysis of a play from the pre-modern era in 
performance.

Unit 2
This unit focuses on studying theatrical styles and 
stagecraft through working with playscripts in 
both their written form and in performance with an 
emphasis on the application of stagecraft. Students 
work with playscripts from the modern era.

Unit 3 
This unit focuses on an interpretation of a play-script 
through the four designated stages of production: 
planning, production development, production 
season, and production evaluation. Students 
specialise in two areas of stagecraft, working 
collaboratively in order to realise the production of a 
play-script. Students also attend a performance and 
analyse and evaluate the interpretation of the play-
script in the performance.

Unit 4 
In this unit students study a scene and associated 
monologue and develop a theatrical brief that 
includes the creation of a character by an actor, 
stagecraft possibilities, and appropriate research. 
Students interpret a monologue from within 
a specified scene through acting and other 
appropriate areas of stagecraft. 

Visual Communication 
and Design
Units 1-4 
The Visual Communication Design study examines 
the way visual language can be used to convey 
ideas, information and messages in the fields 
of communication, environmental and industrial 
design. Designers create and communicate through 
visual means to shape the everyday quality of 
life for individuals, communities and societies. 
Visual communication design relies on drawing 
as the primary component of visual language 
to support the conception and visualisation of 
ideas. Consequently, the study emphasises the 
importance of developing a variety of drawing skills.

Students employ a design process to generate and 
develop visual communications. The design process 
provides a structure to organise design thinking 
and is shaped by considerations of aesthetics and 
functionality, as well as social, environmental and 
economic factors. Students develop the skills to 
manipulate and organise design elements, design 
principles, selected media, materials and production 
methods when creating visual communications. 

Creative, critical and reflective thinking (design 
thinking) supports students to progress through and 
focus on the design process. Throughout the study 
students explore manual and digital methods to 
develop and refine presentations.

Unit 1
This unit focuses on using visual language to 
communicate messages, ideas and concepts. This 
involves acquiring and applying design thinking 
skills as well as drawing skills to make messages, 
ideas and concepts visible and tangible. Students 
practise their ability to draw what they observe and 
they use visualisation drawing methods to explore 
their own ideas and concepts. Students develop 
an understanding of the importance of presentation 
drawings to clearly communicate their final visual 
communications.

Unit 2
In this unit students use presentation drawing 
methods that incorporate the use of technical 
drawing conventions to communicate information 
and ideas associated with the environmental 
or industrial fields of design. They investigate 
how typography and imagery are used in visual 
communication design. They apply design thinking 
skills when exploring ways in which images and 
type can be manipulated to communicate ideas and 
concepts in different ways in the communication 
design field. Students develop an understanding 
of the design process as a means of organising 
their thinking about approaches to solving design 
problems and presenting ideas. In response to a 
brief, students engage in the stages of research, 
generation of ideas and development of concepts to 
create visual communications.

Unit 3
In this unit students gain an understanding of 
the process designers employ to structure their 
thinking and communicate ideas with clients, target 
audiences, other designers and specialists. Through 
practical investigation and analysis of existing visual 
communications, students gain insight into how 
the selection of methods, media, materials and the 
application of design elements and design principles 
can create effective visual communications for 
specific audiences and purposes. They investigate 
and experiment with the use of manual and digital 
methods, media and materials to make informed 
decisions when selecting suitable approaches for 
the development of their own design ideas and 
concepts. Students use their research and analysis 
of visual communication designers to support the 
development of their own work.

Unit 4
The focus of this unit is the development of design 
concepts and two final presentations of visual 
communications to meet the requirements of the 
brief. This involves applying the design process 
twice to meet each of the stated needs. Having 
completed their brief and generated ideas in Unit 3, 
students continue the design process by developing 
and refining concepts for each need stated in the 
brief. Students utilise a range of digital and manual 
two and three-dimensional methods, media and 
materials. They investigate how the application 
of design elements and design principles creates 
different communication messages with their target 
audience.
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Automotive Studies
AUR20716 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation

Description: VCE VET Automotive provides students with the knowledge and 
skills to enhance their employment prospects in the automotive or automotive 
related industries. Depending on the electives chosen, the program includes, 
Applying safe working practices in an automotive work place, Use and maintaining 
workplace tools and equipment, operating electrical testing equipment, Vehicle 
engine reconditioning and maintenance, Vehicle servicing, battery maintenance 
and Brake servicing.

Career opportunities: Completion of the VCE VET Automotive program 
provides a pathway for students into the automotive industry through a traineeship 
or apprenticeship. With additional training and experience, future employment 
opportunities may include trimmer, detailer, panel preparer, painter, light vehicle 
mechanic, heavy vehicle mechanic, motorcycle mechanic.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College 

VCE credit: Up to 4 units over two years.  This is not a scored VET but on 
completion an increment towards the ATAR is available (10% of the average of the 
primary four scaled studies).

VCAL Credit: 2 units in Year 1 and 2 units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificate.

Outline of course structure: To be eligible to receive the qualification, 
participants must successfully complete:

 • Seven core units and,
 • Elective units/modules equivalent to a minimum of 400 hours of training effort.

Nominal hours of the course: 400  hours (over 2 years)

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are required to undertake at least 160 
hours of SWL across the two-year program in a suitable aligned workplace.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Completion of any units of competency from the Automotive Retail, Service and 
Repair Training Package (AUR20716) will attract a Credit Transfer into any of the 
listed qualifications from the Training Package.

Building and Construction 
22338 VIC Certificate II in Building and Construction 

Description: Certificate II in Building and Construction provides students with 
the knowledge and skills to enhance their employment prospects in the building 
and construction industry. The certificate provides partial completion of the 
pre-apprenticeship program in one of the following chosen streams: bricklaying, 
carpentry, painting and decorating. Units include safe handling of hand and power 
tools, quality principles for the building industry, calculations and workplace 
documents and plans.

Career opportunities: Further training in this qualification is required for 
completion of the pre-apprenticeship. Full or partial completion can lead to an 
apprenticeship in the building and construction industry in areas such as general 
construction, painting and decorating, bricklaying/block laying or carpentry – 
framework/ formwork/finishing. As a qualified tradesperson, potential occupations 
may include:  carpenter, joiner, painter or bricklayer.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College 

VCE credit: up to 5 units over two years.  This is not a scored VET but on 
completion, an increment towards the ATAR is available (10% of the average of the 
primary four scaled studies).

VCAL credit: 2 units in Year 1 and up to 3 units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course: 479 hours (over 2 years)

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are required to undertake at least 80 hours 
of SWL across the two year program in a suitable aligned workplace.

Business 
BSB20115 Certificate II in Business 
(and selected units from BSB30115 Certificate III in Business)
Description: VCE VET Business provides students with the knowledge and skills 
to work effectively in a business or office environment. Depending on the electives 
chosen, Units 1 and 2 include occupational health and safety, communicating in 
the workplace, organising work activities, producing word processed documents, 
using business technology and creating and using spreadsheets. Units 3 and 
4 from Program 2 support scored assessment and incorporate units such as 
maintaining financial and business records, organising work priorities, organising 
workplace information, promoting innovation and design and producing business 
documents.

Career opportunities: Certificate II in Business provides a pathway into training 
and employment in business and related industries. Potential occupations may 
include administration or clerical assistant, data entry operator, office junior or 
receptionist. Roles for experienced professionals in this industry may include 
personal assistant, medical secretary, legal clerk or information desk manager.

RTO:  22249 Hallam Senior College Year 1 & 40548 iVET Year 2)

VCE credit: Up to six units:  Four units at Units 1 and 2 depending on UOC 
completion, and a Unit 3 and 4 sequence.

This is a scored VET.

VCAL Credit: Two units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course: 555 hours over 2 years

Outline of structure: To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must 
successfully complete:

 • One core unit and,
 • Eleven elective units/modules in Year 1
 • Five core units in Year 2

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are required to undertake at least 80 
hours of SWL across the two-year program in a suitable aligned workplace. 
Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment.

The below list shows the full range of subjects offered at Hallam Senior College for this certificate. It is important for students and families 
to understand that while the College will do its best to ensure that all subjects will run in the following year it is not always possible for this to occur.  
In cases where the subject will not run the College will initially make appropriate changes based on the overall program selection of the student and if 
required will contact the student and family to assist in finalising subjects before full time classes commence in 2019. 
If you have any questions about this process please discuss at the time of your initial enrolment interview.

info-circle

Students are responsible 
and ensure they get to 

class on time.
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Community Services 
CHC32015 Certificate III in Community Services (Incorporating CHC22015 
Certificate II in Community Services & HLT23215 Certificate II in Health 
Support Services) 
Description: VCE VET Community Services provides students with the 
knowledge and skills to enhance their employment prospects in the community 
services sector. Students will learn about this sector and explore specific contexts 
of work such as interacting and communicating with young children, people with 
disabilities and those in aged care. The course is designed to include projects 
that prepare students for a range of tasks they could perform if they enter into this 
industry, including a better understanding of our diverse cultures, conducting basic 
health checks/promotion/administration, solving workplace problems and first aid 
skills. Essentially, students will learn the skills necessary to follow a pathway where 
they provide the first point of contact and assist individuals in meeting their needs.

Career opportunities:  Training in Community Services and Health is linked to 
the largest growth industries in Australia. The dual qualification completed in Year 
1 reflects the role of workers who provide support for the effective functioning of 
community services and health. The dual certificate IIs can provide pathways into 
further study in Year 2 completing either the Certificate III in Community Services 
or the Certificate III in Health Services Assistance. With additional training and 
experience post school, future Community Services employment opportunities 
may include child care, social work, mental health work, teaching and disability 
work etc.

RTO:  40518 Connect ‘n’ Grow 

VCAL Credit:  Program 1: recognition of up to three units at Units 1 and 2 level, 
and a Units 3 and 4 sequence.

Program 2: recognition of up to two units at Units 1 and 2 level, and two Units 3 
and 4 sequences.

Nominal hours of the course: 363 hours (year 1) & 360 hours (year 2)

Structured workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.

Outline of course structure: To be eligible to receive the dual Certificate II 
qualifications, participants must successfully complete:

 • 14 units of competency in year 1

To be eligible to receive the full Certificate III qualification in Community Services, 
participants must successfully complete an additional:

 • 9 units of competency in year 2

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with a 
Statement of Attainment for any units successfully completed. 

Employment Pathways 
22280VIC Certificate I in Employment Pathways

Please note: this course is only available as part of the Foundation 
VCAL Certificate

Description: The purpose of this course is to enable learners to develop 
skills and knowledge that improves their employability and work readiness. It 
is suitable for those students who may lack skills in literacy and numeracy but 
are also looking to find out more about the world of work and prepare for future 
employment or training.

The Certificate I in Employment Pathways assists the development of basic skills 
and knowledge in contexts that can include:

 • preparing for initial work and/or further learning by exploring work preparation 
options and pathways

 • developing and documenting a career action plan
 • identifying strategies to enhance personal effectiveness in preparation for 

employment or further learning, and learning about selected industries.

Career Pathway: Possible further study outcomes from the Certificate I in 
Employment Pathways may include Certificate II industry qualifications (pre-
apprenticeships), Certificate III industry qualifications and VCAL programs.

RTO: 40548 IVET

VCE Credit: This course does not provide credit towards VCE

VCAL Credit: 2 units in the Work Related Skills strand 

Nominal hours of the course: 185 hours

Outline of course structure: To successfully complete the 22280VIC 
Certificate I in Employment Pathways students need to complete 7 units and be 
deemed competent by their teacher/trainer in each unit.

Upon completion, students will be awarded a Certificate I in Employment 
Pathways as well as statement of attainment for Certificate II in Business units.

Furniture Making Pathways 
MSF20516 Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways

Description: VCE VET Furnishing covers a wide range of work areas within 
the furnishing industry. Students completing this program will have knowledge 
of timbers and other furnishing materials, plus the ability to read plans while 
working on a range of projects. Units 1 and 2 include constructing a basic timber-
furnishing product, prepare surfaces for finishing, and communication in the 
workplace. Elective units include selecting and applying hardware, constructing 
flat pack cabinets, applying sheet laminates by hand and applying manufactured 
board conversion techniques. Units 3 and 4 cover areas such as assembling 
furnishing components, using furniture making hand and power tools and 
constructing furniture using leg and rail method.

Career opportunities: Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways provides 
students with a pathway into an apprenticeship in the furniture industry in 
areas including cabinet making, upholstery, polishing, soft furnishing, picture 
framing, floor finishing and covering. Qualified tradespeople can be employed in 
occupations such as furniture/cabinet maker, picture framer, wood machinist and 
kitchen fitter.

RTO: AIET (Australian Institute of Education and Training RTO 121314)

VCE credit: a minimum of four VCE VET units: Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 
4 sequence. This is a scored VET which provides a contribution to the ATAR.

VCAL Credit: 2 units in Year 1 and 2 units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificate.

Nominal hours of the course: 
410 hours (over 2 years)

To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete:

 • Five core units 
 • Eight elective 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are required to undertake at least 80 hours 
of SWL across the two-year program in a suitable aligned workplace.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment.

All students are 
expected to come to 
class equipped and 

ready to learn.
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Health Services Assistance 
HLT33115 Certificate III in Health Services Assistance 
(Incorporating HLT23215 Certificate II in Health Support Services & 
CHC22015 Certificate II in Community Services)
Description: The Certificate III in Health Services Assistance provides you with 
the knowledge and skills to assist allied health professionals (under supervision). 
Students will be taught how to manage client movement and transport patients, 
recognise healthy body systems in a health care context and be able to 
understand basic medical terminology, as well as health specific communication 
skills, responding to difficult clients and first aid skills. By completing this 
qualification, you will gain the skills and knowledge to assist in providing a range 
of services to clients. These may include assisting clients to develop their abilities 
for improved daily living, undertake rehabilitation, speech therapy, podiatry or 
nutritional programs. You could work under the direction of other professional 
medical staff in organisations such as hospitals, aged care facilities, clinics or day 
centres.

Career opportunities:  Training in Health and Community Services is linked to 
the largest growth industries in Australia. The dual qualification completed in Year 
1 reflects the role of workers who provide support for the effective functioning 
of health and community services. The dual certificate IIs can provide pathways 
into further study in Year 2 completing either the Certificate III in Health Services 
Assistance or the Certificate III in Community Services. Completion of the 
Certificate III in Health Services Assistance may lead to employment opportunities 
in positions such as a Health Services Assistant in a nursing environment or an 
Allied Health Assistant in the areas of physiotherapy, speech pathology, exercise 
physiology, occupational therapy and/or podiatry. Through a higher education 
pathway (Diploma and/or Degree), future employment outcomes may include 
nursing, paramedics, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech pathology, 
pharmacy, dietetics or medicine.

RTO: Connect n Grow (40518)

VCE credit: Program 1: recognition of up to three units at Units 1 and 2 level.

Program 2: recognition of one unit at Units 1 and 2 level, and a minimum of three 
units at Units 3 and 4 level.

VCAL credit: You will be eligible for a minimum of four credits towards your 
VCAL – at the Foundation, Intermediate or Senior levels.

Nominal hours of the course: 363 hours (year 1) & 259 hours (year 2) 

Structured workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students partaking in the Certificate III in Health 
Services Assistance are mandated (compulsory) to undertake 80 hours of SWL 
across the two year program (40 hours per year) in a suitable health-industry 
aligned workplace. Hallam Senior College can facilitate this.

Outline of course structure: To be eligible to receive the dual Certificate II 
qualifications, participants must successfully complete:

 • 14 units of competency in year 1

To be eligible to receive the full Certificate III qualification in Health Services 
Assistance, participants must successfully complete an additional:

 • 8 units of competency in year 2

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with a 
Statement of Attainment for any units successfully completed. 

Information, Digital Media & 
Technology 
ICT20115 Certificate II in Information, Digital Media & Technology and 
ICT30115 Certificate III in Information, Digital Media & Technology 
(partial completion) 

Description: Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology provides 
students with the fundamentals to operate computer equipment and computing 
software packages. This qualification provides basic practical digital skills and 
knowledge to support a wide range of varying ICT industry occupations.  Some 
activities include connecting computer hardware, computer building, using a 
range of software packages to produce organisational documents, detecting and 
protecting systems from spam and destructive software and installing software 
applications. 

Certificate III, which counts towards Units 3 & 4, offers scored assessment, 
incorporates units such as creating user documentation, setting up small 
computer networks, providing IT advice to clients, and maintain basic IT 
equipment.

Career opportunities: Areas of employment may include working in personal 
computer support or network systems administration. With additional training 
and experience, future employment opportunities may include software/hardware 
developer, systems analyst, and helpdesk officer.

RTO: Hallam Senior College (TOID No:22249)

VCE credit: Students undertaking Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and 
Technology are eligible for up to three units of credit towards their VCE at Units 1 
and 2 level in Year 1.

Students undertaking Certificate III in Information, Digital Media and Technology 
(partial completion) are eligible for a Units 3 and 4 sequence in Year 2.

This is a Scored VET and successful completion of units 3 and 4 will contribute 
towards an ATAR.

VCAL Credit: VCAL students who complete the above qualification are eligible 
for three units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, Intermediate 
or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course:  
550 hours (approximate) over 2 years of study. Students should complete Year 1 
prior to enrolling in Year 2.

Outline of course structure:

For the award of ICT20115 Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and  
Technology (full), students must achieve fourteen units of competency 
(Year 1 and 2):

 • Seven core units of competency (Year 1)
 • Four elective units of competency (Year 1)
 • Three units from ICT30115 (Year 2)

Students will receive a statement of attainment for units from ICT30115 Certificate 
II in Information, Digital Media and Technology (partial completion) completed in 
Year 2:

 • Five core units 
 • One elective unit

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are encouraged to undertake SWL in a 
suitably aligned workplace.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment.
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Integrated Technologies 
22289VIC Certificate II in Integrated Technologies

Description: Certificate II in Integrated Technologies provides students with 
the skills and knowledge to enhance their entry-level employment prospects in 
apprenticeships and traineeships in a range of industries including automotive, 
building and construction, electrical, electronics, engineering, information 
technology and telecommunications. Compulsory units in the program include 
carry out a shared technology project and apply technologies and concepts to 
electrotechnology work activities. Elective units focus on computer systems, 
wireless communications, energy generation, robotics and embedded controllers 
and fibre optics.  New electives in the revised program include telecommunications 
and security systems.

Career opportunities: Certificate II in Integrated Technologies provides a 
springboard into a diverse range of related industries sharing technologies with 
the electrotechnology industry. Skill areas within the industry include the use and 
management of computer networks, manipulation of wireless communications, 
ability to analyse the amounts of data collected by smart devices and closer 
involvement in electricity generation. With additional training and experience, 
future employment opportunities may include electronics technician, computer 
assembler, data communications technician.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College 

VCE credit: Up to four units: two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 
sequence. This is a scored VET and completion of the units 3 & 4 sequence can 
contribute to the ATAR.

VCAL Credit: Two units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course:  
400 hours (over 2 years)

Outline of course structure:

To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete:

 • Five core units and,
 • Six Elective units.

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are required to undertake at least 80 hours 
of SWL across the two year program in a suitable aligned workplace.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment.

Kitchen Operations 
SIT20416 Certificate II in Kitchen Operations 

Description:  VCE/VET Kitchen Operations stream provides specific cookery 
skills and knowledge and include training in using food preparation equipment, 
basic methods of cookery and cleaning kitchen premises and equipment.

Career opportunities: With additional training and experience, future 
employment opportunities may include chef, pastry chef, caterer, breakfast cook, 
short order cook and a fast food cook.

RTO:  22249 Hallam Senior College 

VCE credit: Up to four units: two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 
sequence. This is a scored VET and completion of a units 3 and 4 sequence can 
contribute to the ATAR.

VCAL credit: Two units at Intermediate for Year 1 and two units at Senior for 
Year 2.

Nominal hours of the Course: 375 hours (over 2 years)

Outline of course structure:

To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete:

 • 12 core units
 • 2 elective units
 • Plus Responsible Serving of Alcohol over the 2 year period

Students undertaking the unit SITHCCC011 Use cookery skills effectively in 
the 2nd Year of the VET program are required to complete 12 complete service 
period (shifts) as part of the assessment for these units of competency. It is highly 
recommended that SWL placements are used to meet some of this requirement.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment for SIT20416 Certificate II in Kitchen 
Operations.

Music Industry 
CUA30915 Certificate III in Music Industry 
(With electives in either Performance or Sound Production Streams)

Description: Certificate III in Music Industry provides students with music 
industry knowledge in areas such as performance, copyright, occupational health 
& safety, song writing skills sound engineering, mixing and mastering. Units of 
competence for the Certificate III in Music cover preparing for performances, 
developing improvisation skills, extending technical skills in performance, operating 
a sound mixing console, writing song lyrics and expanding critical listening skills.

Students can choose to specialise in either Performance or Sound Production 
streams of the Certificate III in Music Industry.

Career opportunities: Completion of the Certificate III in Music prepares 
students for work in the music industry in areas such as performance, event 
management, music promotions, music production, recording and mixing. With 
additional training and experience, potential employment opportunities may 
include professional musician, songwriter, composer, arranger, producer or sound 
engineer, teacher and instrumentalist.

RTO: 41549 College of Sound and Music Production COSAMP 

To be delivered at Hallam Senior College

VCE credit: Up to four units: two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 
sequence. This is a scored VET.

VCAL Credit: Two units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Outline of course structure:

To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete:

 • Four Core units in Year 1
 • Two Elective units in Year 1 
 • Five Core units in Year 2 

This applies to both Performance and Technical Production streams.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed. Upon successful completion of 
all units’ participants will be issued with a Certificate and Statement of Attainment.

Plumbing 
22304VIC Certificate II in Plumbing 
(Pre-apprenticeship)

Description: to be awarded the 22304VIC Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre-
apprenticeship) all 19 units of competency must be achieved. All units are core 
to provide a consistent outcome for graduates with basic skills that allows for a 
further training and employment in the plumbing industry.

Where the full course is not completed a Statement of Attainment will be issued 
for any completed unit.

Career opportunities: Further training in this qualification is required for 
completion of the pre-apprenticeship which can lead to an apprenticeship in the 
building and construction industry in areas such as general construction, painting 
and decorating, bricklaying/block laying or carpentry – framework/ formwork/
finishing. As a qualified trades person, potential occupations may include: 
carpenter, joiner, painter or bricklayer.

RTO: 3829 Apprenticeships Groups Australia (AGA)

VCE credit: This program is not recommended for VCE as it only provides credit 
at for Units 1 and 2. There is no Units 3 and 4 sequence.  

VCAL credit: 2 units in Year 1 and 2 units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course:  
424 hours (over 2 years)

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are required to undertake at least 80 hours 
of SWL across the two-year program in a suitable aligned workplace.
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Screen and Media 
CUA31015 Certificate III in Screen and Media 

Description: Screen and Media provides students with a pathway to a variety 
of creative industries. Students work with 2D digital animations and produce and 
prepare photo images while developing skills as critical and creative thinking and 
drawing to communicate ideas. Students successfully completing Units 1-4 gain a 
TAFE accredited Certificate III in Screen and Media and may also complete a VCE 
Creative and Digital Media Units 1-4 sequence with ATAR score. 

Units 1 and 2 include developing and applying creative arts industry knowledge, 
working with animation, digital graphics, digital photography, sound, and applying 
critical thinking techniques. 

Units 3 and 4 offer scored assessment and incorporate units such as 2D digital 
animations, writing content for a range of media, web-site creation, and creating 
visual design components.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College 

VCE credit: Up to four units: two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 
sequence. This is a scored VET. 

VCAL Credit: Two units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates. 

Nominal hours of the course: 425 hours (over 2 years) 

Outline of course structure:  
To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete: 

 • Three core units in Year 1 and, 
 • Three additional units in Year 1 to a minimum of 120 hours 
 • Five core units in Year 2. 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs. Students are required to undertake at least 80 hours 
of SWL across the two-year program in a suitable aligned workplace. 

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment

Sport and Recreation 
SIS30115 Certificate III in Sport and Recreation

Description: This qualification reflects the multi-skilled role of individuals in 
operational and customer support positions in the sport or community recreation 
industry. These individuals are competent in a range of activities and functions 
requiring autonomous work within a defined range of situations and environments.

Career opportunities: Pathways may include employment into various 
workplaces such as fitness centres, sporting grounds or complexes, leisure and 
aquatic centres and community recreation centres. Typical roles include recreation 
officer, activity operation officer, sport and recreation attendant, community 
activities officer or leisure services officer.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College

VCE credit: On successful completion of the Certificate III in Sport and 
Recreation option, students will be eligible for:  

 • the award of SIS30115 Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
 • a minimum of four VCE VET units: Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 

sequence.

This is a scored VET.

VCAL Credit: Two units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course: 452-469 hours depending on sport stream 
(over 2 years)

Outline of course structure: This program option comprises a minimum of 15 
units of competency: seven compulsory units and a minimum of two elective units 
at the Units 1 and 2 level and six compulsory units at the Units 3 and 4 level.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Successful completion of all units’ participants will be issued with a Certificate and 
Statement of Attainment.

Visual Arts 
CUA31115 Certificate III in Visual Arts

Description:  This is an entry level qualification which aims to provide students 
with the skills and knowledge required to enhance their employment prospects in 
a visual arts environment or related industry. The focus is on painting, sculpture, 
digital photography, design and drawing.  Visits to artist’s studios, designers and 
to various galleries enhance the development of student’s artwork. In second 
year students will research tertiary courses and career pathways. Participation 
in life drawing classes will enable students to produce a folio suitable for tertiary 
interviews. The students will organise an exhibition of work in the College Gallery.

Career opportunities:  Students can continue with a Certificate IV in Visual Arts

RTO: 0260 Chisholm Institute of TAFE

VCE Credit: Up to Four Units:  Two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Unit 3 and 4 
sequence. Successful completion of the Units 3 and 4 sequence may provide an 
increment towards the ATAR. Please contact the college for more information.

VCAL Credit: Two units in Year 1 and two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior Certificates.

Nominal hours of the course: 500 hours over 2 years

Outline of course structure: To be eligible to receive the qualification, 
participants must successfully complete:

 • Year 1 – 3 Core units and 3 Elective units
 • Year 2 – 1 Core unit and 5 Elective units

A journal documenting extra curricula visits to art industry environments is a 
component of this VET program.  Students are required to undertake at least 20 
hours across the two-year program in suitable art focused activities. E.g. gallery 
visits, workshops.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment.



Hallam Senior College52

VET CertificatesVET Certificates

Hair & Beauty 
VCE VET Hair & Beauty Program 
SHB20216 Certificate II in Salon Assistant 
(With selected units in SHB30115 Certificate III in Beauty Services)
Description: Completion of Certificate II Salon Assistant and selected units from 
Certificate III in Beauty Services has been designed to provide participants with the 
knowledge, skills and competency that will enhance their employment prospects 
in the hairdressing and beauty services industry.

Career opportunities: The completion of this qualification can lead to entry 
level positions as a salon assistant, beauty technician or retail cosmetic consultant. 
Students may also wish to complete further study in the field by completing an 
apprenticeship in Hairdressing or a Diploma in Beauty Therapy.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College

VCE credit: VCE students who successfully complete the above qualification are 
eligible for up to three VCE credits at Units 1 and 2 and a Units 3 and 4 sequence.

This is Not a scored VET but on completion Units 3 and 4 sequence (year 2 of 
the program) provides eligibility for an increment towards the ATAR (10% of the 
average of the primary 4 scaled studies).

VCAL credit: VCAL students who complete the above qualification are eligible 
for up to three units of credit in Year 1 and up to three units of credit in Year 2  
towards Foundation, Intermediate or Senior certificates.

Nominal hours of the course: 
598 hours (over 2 years)

Outline of course structure: 
To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete: 
Thirteen core units and Six elective units.

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs.  Students are encouraged to undertake at least 80 
hours of SWL across the two year program in a suitable aligned workplace.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion for all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate of Attainment for SHB20216 Certificate II in Salon Assistant with 
selected units in SHV30115 Certificate III in Beauty Services.

Beauty Services 
SHB30115 Certificate III in Beauty Services

Description: Certificate III in Beauty Services has been designed to build 
the knowledge and skills necessary to work with customers in a salon or 
retail environment. Students learn the necessary practical skills in areas such 
as makeup, waxing,  lash and brow treatments, nail technology, makeup 
demonstrations; effective customer communication and working within a customer 
service and/or retail environment.

Career opportunities: The completion of this qualification can lead to entry 
level positions as a Beauty Technician or Retail Cosmetic consultant. Students 
may also wish to complete further study in the field by completing a Diploma in 
Beauty Therapy.

RTO:  22249 Hallam Senior College 

Prerequisite: No unit prerequisites although students should only enrol in this 
program offering if they have complete the first year of study within this VET 
program.

VCE credit: VCE students who complete the above qualification are eligible for 
up to four units of credit towards their VCE: up to two units at Units 1 and 2 level 
and a Units 3 and 4 sequence.

This is Not a scored VET but on completion an increment towards the ATAR is 
available (10% of the average of the primary four scaled studies).

VCAL credit: VCAL students who complete the above qualification are eligible 
for two units in Year 2 towards Foundation, Intermediate or Senior certificates.

Nominal hours of the course: 
516 hours (over 2 years)

Outline of course structure: To be eligible to receive the qualification, 
participants must successfully complete 15 units of competency: 
• Eleven core units and, 
• Four elective units

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is a highly recommended component 
of VET in Schools programs. Students are encouraged to undertake at least 80 
hours of SWL across the two year program in a suitable aligned workplace.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed. Upon successful completion of 
all units, participants will be issued with a Certificate and Statement of Attainment 
for SHB30115 Certificate III in Beauty Services. 

Salon Assistant 
SHB20216 Certificate II Salon Assistant

Description: Certificate II Salon Assistant provides a pathway for students to a 
career in Hairdressing. Recognition for Prior Learning is granted for those students 
wanting to continue with Certificate III in Hairdressing as well as an apprenticeship.

During this course, students will learn the theory of industry specific Occupational 
Health and Safety, Communication in the Workplace, Retail Sales and Customer 
service skills. They will also learn the practical skills of shampooing, blow waving, 
temporary straightening and curling of hair, removal of chemicals from hair, 
application of treatments and colour, head, neck and shoulder massage and 
retailing products.

Career opportunities:  Certificate II can lead to employment as an apprentice 
in a Hairdressing Salon, entry into Certificate III with a Registered Training 
Organisation or part-time employment in a Salon.

RTO: 22249 Hallam Senior College

Nominal hours of the course: 
365 hours (over 2 years)

Outline of the course structure:

To be eligible to receive the qualification, participants must successfully complete:
 • Eight core units and,
 • Six elective units

VCE Credit: Contribution to ATAR not Applicable. 
VCAL Credit: 2VCAL credits in Year 1.  2 VCAL credits in Year 2.

Participants who partially complete the qualification will be issued with Statements 
of Attainment for any units successfully completed.

Upon successful completion of all units, participants will be issued with a 
Certificate and Statement of Attainment.
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Available Programs by Location  

Fountain Gate Secondary College
Biomedical Science Program

Commerce Program

Art, Design & Technology Program

Creative Arts Program

Gleneagles Secondary College
Investigative Sciences Program

International Relations and Languages Program

Visual Media Program

Performing Arts

Hallam Senior College
Humanities Program

Business Program

Computing Program

Science and Engineering Program

Traditional Trades & Technology Program: 
• Building & Construction 
• Automotive 
• Hospitality Program 
• Hairdressing & Beauty Program

Sports Academy Program 
Australian Rules Football / Basketball / Netball 
Rugby League / Football (Soccer) / 
Diamond Sports (Baseball-Softball) 

Health & Community Service Program

The Arts Program: 
Performing Arts / Visual Arts / Design

3
HALLAM SENIOR COLLEGE

Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL

 
Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Numeracy VCAL

Business Management

Accounting

Industry & Enterprise

Informatics

Personal Development VCAL

Legal Studies

VET Business

VET Information, Digital Media 
& Technology

Complementary Studies

Economics 
(Off site at Fountain Gate

Skills for Further Study VCAL

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 
• Numeracy VCAL

Business Management

Accounting

Industry & Enterprise

Computing

Personal Development VCAL

Legal Studies

VET Business

VET Information, Digital Media 
& Technology

Complementary Studies

Economics 
(Off site at Fountain Gate)

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Office Management

Retail Management

Business Studies

Marketing

Accounting

Employment

Secretarial/Clerical work

Sales/ Retail Industry

Marketing

Management

Personal Assistant

Advertising

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The program is designed 
primarily for those 
students who seek 
employment in the 
business, clerical or 
secretarial	field,	however	
it also caters for those 
who wish to continue 
TAFE or university 
studies.

The program aims to 
provide students with 
knowledge of the 
business industry and to 
develop skills that are 
relevant.

Opportunities are 
provided for you to 
achieve competencies 
that enhance your 
employment 
opportunities within 
the industry.

Business Program

3
Year 12
English Group

English 
English Language 
Literature 
EAL

Recommended Studies

Classical Societies & Cultures

Philosophy

Australian History

Sociology

 
Complementary Studies

Global Politics 
(Off site at Gleneagles)

Art

Mathematics/Science based 
subjects

Year 11
English Group

English 
English Language 
Literature 
EAL

Recommended Studies

Philosophy

Australian History

Sociology

 
Complementary Studies

Australian & Global Politics 
(Off site at Gleneagles)

Art

Mathematics/Science based 
subjects

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Arts

Humanities/Social Science

Education

Journalism

Public Relations

Communications

Law

Employment

Historian

Education

Researcher/Librarian

Government/Public Service

Journalist

Law

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

HALLAM SENIOR COLLEGE
Humanities Program

Program overview

This is a highly academic 
program focusing upon 
the humanities, with 
particular emphasis upon 
studying Literature, 
Philosophy and Classics.

The program emphasises 
inquiry based learning 
and will be aimed to 
prepare students for 
University studies.

3
HALLAM SENIOR COLLEGE

Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Methods 
• Further 
• Numeracy VCAL

IT Software Development

Informatics

VET Information, Digital Media 
& Technology

Personal Development VCAL 
 

Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Screen and Media or 
Studio Arts: Multi Media

VET Integrated Technologies 

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Methods 
• General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Numeracy VCAL

Computing

VET Information, Digital Media 
& Technology

Personal Development VCAL 
 
 
Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Screen and Media or 
Studio Arts: Multi Media

VET Integrated Technologies 

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

IT Software Development

Programming

Business Analysis

Network Administration

Computer Science

Employment

Computer Technician

Programmer

Network Manager

Computer Engineer

Games Designer

IT Sales Consultant

Systems Designer

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The program is aligned 
with the International 
Society of Technology 
Education Standards 
(ISTE) and prepares 
you to sit for the A+ 
certification.	

This training which 
includes VCE and VET 
units provides a solid 
basis for a complete 
range of basic and 
advanced computer 
construction, maintenance 
theory and techniques. 

The program combines 
theory with practical and 
work experience.

In Year 11 students can 
select from:

VCE Computing 1&2 
and/or 
VET Information, Digital 
Media & Technology II

In Year 12 student then 
move on to:

VCE Informatics 3&4 
and/or 
IT Software Development 
3&4 
and/or 
VET Information, Digital 
Media & Technology III

Information Technology Program
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HALLAM SENIOR COLLEGE

Program overview

The Science and 
Engineering program 
focuses on fundamental 
scientific	principles	and	
practical skills that cater 
for students’ individual 
interests and career 
choices.

This program is designed 
to prepare students 
for university and TAFE 
science and engineering 
courses and related 
training. There are a 
range of degrees and 
pathways so students 
should investigate the 
various options available 
before determining their 
subject selections.

Science and Engineering Program

Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
 

Recommended Studies

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Mathematics: 
•  Further 
•  Methods 
•  Specialist 

Complementary Studies

Systems Engineering 

VET Integrated Technologies

Food Studies

Psychology

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Bridging EAL

Recommended Studies

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Mathematics: 
•  Methods 
•  General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
•  Specialist 

Complementary Studies

Systems Engineering 

VET Integrated Technologies

Food Studies

Psychology

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Engineering: 
•  Electrical 
•  Civil 
•  Aeronautical 
•  Bio-Chemical 
•  Mechatronics

Medicine

Science

Physiotherapist

Veterinary Science

Pharmacy

Environmental Science

Aerospace

Employment

Engineer

Scientist

Allied Health: 
• Physiotherapist 
• Occupational Therapist 
• Psychology

Doctor / Dentist

Environmental Management

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

3
HALLAM SENIOR COLLEGE

Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• Further Mathematics

VET Automotive Studies

VET Integrated Technologies 

Personal Development VCAL 

Complementary Studies

Systems Engineering

VET Business

Informatics

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
• Foundation

VET Automotive Studies

VET Integrated Technologies

Personal Development VCAL

Complementary Studies

Computing

VET Business

Systems Engineering

This course aims to:
Provide students with the 
knowledge, skills attitudes & 
values which will enhance their 
employment prospects within 
the mechanical & automotive 
field.

Expose students to work in the 
industry.

Enable students to gain 
nationally recognised 
credentials.

Credits are available into
apprenticeships & TAFE
courses

Program overview

This program provides a 
student the opportunity 
to incorporate a VET 
qualification	within	their	
VCE studies.

The program offers 
training in a range of skills 
from the Recommended 
Studies leading to further 
study and/or employment 
in associated industries.

Traditional Trades & Technology Program: 
Automotive

3
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
 

 
Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Numeracy VCAL

VET Building & Construction 

Product Design and 
Technology: Wood

Visual Communication & 
Design

Personal Development VCAL 

 
Complementary Studies

VET Business

VET Integrated Technologies

VET Furniture Making

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• Foundation

VET Building & Construction 

Product Design and 
Technology: Wood

Personal Development VCAL

Visual Communication & 
Design

Complementary Studies

VET Business

VET Integrated Technologies

VET Furniture Making

This course aims to:
Provide students with the 
knowledge, skills attitudes & 
values which will enhance their 
employment prospects within 
the building & construction 
field.

Expose students to work in the 
industry.

Enable students to gain 
nationally recognised 
credentials.

Credits are available into
apprenticeships & TAFE
courses

Program overview

This 2 year program 
provides training 
in design and skills 
development in a range 
of hand, power tools 
and basic machinery 
processes.

The course provides 
pathways into further 
study and careers within 
associated industries.

Traditional Trades & Technology Program: 
Building & Construction

3
HALLAM SENIOR COLLEGE

Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
  

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• Further 
• Methods

Food Studies

VET Kitchen Operations

Personal Development VCAL 

 

Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Business

Science based subject

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
• Methods 
• Foundation

Food Studies

VET Kitchen Operations

Personal Development VCAL

Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Business

Science based subject

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Apprenticeships in Hospitality 
or Retail

Event Management & Tourism

Hotel Management

Employment

Hospitality & Tourism

Chef

Pastry Cook

Baker

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview
Hospitality (Kitchen 
Operations) and Food 
Studies are excellent 
choices for students who 
are passionate about 
food.

Hospitality (Kitchen 
Operations) provides 
access to a range of 
potential career pathways 
within the Hospitality and 
Tourism Industry. Students 
have the opportunity to 
learn on-the-job within 
the industry gaining a 
Nationally accredited 
certificate	in	the	process.

Traditional Trades & Technology Program: 
Hospitality
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• Further 
• Methods

VET Hair & Beauty Program

VET Salon Assistant

VET Retail Cosmetics

Health & Human Development

Personal Development VCAL

 
 
Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Business 

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary Studies 
i ncluding traineeships and 
apprenticehips in:

Beauty Services

Make-up

Nail Technology

Hairdressing or Barbering

Employment 
(with additional training and 
experience):

Beautician

Make-up artist

Hairdresser 

Salon Manager

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Numeracy VCAL 
• General 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Methods 
• Foundation

VET Hair & Beauty Program

VET Salon Assistant

VET Retail Cosmetics

Health & Human Development

Personal Development VCAL

Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Business 

Program overview & 
Pathways

Hairdressing & Beauty 
provides a pathway for 
students to a career in 
hair and beauty industry. 

All electives chosen will 
comply with industry 
standards, and will 
include subjects such 
as, colouring hair, 
Merchandising products 
and working as a team 
member.

Successful completion of 
this course will prepare 
students to work in a 
Hairdressing or Beauty 
Salon.

Traditional Trades & Technology Program: 
Hairdressing/Beauty
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 

Recommended Studies

Health & Human Development

VET Community Services 

VET Health Services Assistance

Psychology

Sociology

Personal Development VCAL

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods 
• Numeracy VCAL

Food Studies

Biology

Legal Studies

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL

Recommended Studies

Health & Human Development

VET Community Services 

VET Health Services Assistance

Psychology

Sociology

Personal Development VCAL

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Methods 
• Foundation 
• Numeracy VCAL

Food Studies

Biology

Legal Studies

This course aims to:
Provide students with the 
knowledge, skills attitudes & 
values which will enhance their 
employment prospects within 
the Community Services & 
Health Field

Expose students to work in the 
industry

Enable students to gain 
nationally recognised 
credentials

Career Opportunities in:

Aged Care

Child Care

Allied Health Assistant

Youth worker/ Social worker

Nursing

PCA – Personal Care 
Attendants

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The Health and 
Community Services 
Program covers a wide 
range of focus areas for 
students to select from. In 
areas of Health Sciences, 
Community Services and 
Personal Services.

The Health industry is 
a large industry in the 
community.

VET Community Services 
has 3 streams: 
• Children’s Services 
• Aged Care 
• Disability

To do any stream you 
must complete the 
full	Certificate	ll	in	
Community Services over 
2 years. The student 
elects the stream.

The	Certificate	III	in	Allied	
Health Assistance is a is a 
partial completion taken 
over 2 years.

Both	Certificates	require	
students to undertake a 
work placement.

 

Health & Community Service Program
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 

Recommended Studies

Health & Human Development

Outdoor & Environmental 
Studies

Physical Education

Personal Development VCAL

VET Sport & Recreation

VET Health Services Assistance 

Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Business

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods 
• Numeracy VCAL

Biology

Physics

Chemistry

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL

Recommended Studies

Health & Human Development

Outdoor & Environmental 
Studies

Physical Education

Personal Development VCAL

VET Sport & Recreation

VET Health Services Assistance 

Complementary Studies

Business Management

VET Business

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods 
Strand 
• Methods 
• Foundation 
• Numeracy VCAL

Biology

Physics

Chemistry

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Sports management & 
administration

Exercise Physiology

Human Movement

Coaching

Teaching (Phys Ed)

Physiotherapy

Employment

AFL Traineeship

Personal Trainer

Strength & Conditioning Coach

Sports Trainer

Camp Instructor

Sports Development Officer

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Note: VET Sport & Recreation 
(General Subject) can be 
accessed as part of other 
programs.

Program overview

The aim is to offer 
students a unique 
Sports Development 
program that provides 
specialisation in 
conditioning, training 
& playing whilst 
simultaneously providing 
career pathways 
connected to the Sports 
Industry.

Sports Include:
• AFL

• Rugby League

• Football (Soccer)

• Basketball

• Netball

• Diamond Sports 
   (Baseball & Softball)

Sport Academy Program
(Australian Rules Football, Basketball, Netball, Football (Soccer), Rugby League, Diamond Sports (Baseball/Softball), General
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Literature 

Recommended Studies

Drama

Theatre Studies

VET Dance

VET Music Industry 
• Performance 
• Sound Production

Studio Arts: Digital Art 

Personal Development VCAL

 
Complementary Studies

Mathematics 
• Further 
• Methods 
• Numeracy VCAL

Dance 
(Off site at Fountain Gate)

Media

Music Performance 
(Off site at Gleneagles)

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Literature 
Bridging EAL 

Recommended Studies

Drama

Theatre Studies

VET Dance

VET Music Industry 
• Performance 
• Sound Production

Studio Arts: Digital Art

Personal Development VCAL

 

Complementary Studies

Mathematics 
• General Maths 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Methods 
• Numeracy VCAL

Dance 
(Off site at Fountain Gate)

Media 

Music Performance 
(Off site at Gleneagles)

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Dance

Theatre / Drama

Arts Media

Human Movement

Arts Management

Music

Employment

Acting

Television & Radio

Dancer, Dance Instructor

Theatre Work

Teacher

Arts Management

Song Writer

Arts Journalist

Audio Engineer

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

In the Performing Arts 
program students are 
able to select from 
a broad range of 
performance based 
subjects in order to cater 
for	their	specific	passions,	
interests and needs.

Each	subject	or	certificate	
area will provide a focus 
for the development of 
knowledge and skills 
specific	to	the	particular	
performance study.

The Arts Program: Performing Arts
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 

Recommended Studies

Studio Arts: 
• Mixed Media 
• Photography 
• Digital Art

Visual Communication & 
Design

Art

VET Screen and Media

VET Visual Arts

Personal Development VCAL

Media

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods 
• Numeracy VCAL

Product Design & Technology

Theatre Studies

Drama

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL 

Recommended Studies

Studio Arts: 
• Mixed Media 
• Photography 
• Digital Art

Visual Communication & 
Design

Art

VET Screen and Media

VET Visual Arts

Personal Development VCAL

Media

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Methods 
• Foundation 
• Numeracy VCAL

Product Design & Technology

Theatre Studies

Drama

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Visual Arts

Design/Illustration/Printing

Fine Arts

Photography

Media & Production

Cinema Studies

Film & Television

Teaching

Employment

Artist

Arts Administration

Graphic Artist /Designer

Education

Visual Display

Web Design

Advertising/Marketing

Games Design & Development

Interactive Arts

Theatre & The Arts

Photo Journalism

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

Through studies in the 
Visual Arts Program, 
students are able to 
undertake specialist 
studies in Photography, 
Media and General Art. 

Students are encouraged 
to develop their own 
abilities and styles. 

Links to professional 
practitioners are 
incorporated into the 
Visual Arts Program.

A solid foundation for 
further study or career 
paths within the Arts 
is established through 
the development of 
folios that are suitable 
for presentation at 
interviews.

The Arts Program: Visual Arts
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Subject Unit

English Group 
• English 1 - 4                                               
• English as Another Language  1 - 4                                               
• Literature   1 - 4                                               
  
Mathematics 
• General Maths 1 - 2 
• Foundation Maths    1 - 2  
• Further Maths    3 - 4  
• Maths Methods    1 - 4 
• Specialist Maths     1 - 4

Accounting 1 - 4                                              

Biology 1 - 4                                                   

Business Management 1 - 4                                              

Chemistry 1 - 4                                              

Computing    1 - 2

Dance 1 - 4                                              

Economics 1 - 4                                              

Food Studies 1 - 4                                              

Health & Human Development 1 - 4                                              

History: Ancient 1 - 4

History: Twentieth Century    1 - 2 

History: Revolutions 3 - 4                 

Subject Unit

Informatics 3 - 4

Legal Studies 1 - 4

Philosophy 1 - 4

Physical Education 1 - 4

Physics 1 - 4

Psychology 1 - 4                                              

Product Design & Technology 
•  Textiles 1 - 4 
•  Mixed Materials 1 - 4 
•  Electronics 1 - 4

Studio Arts: 
•  General 1 - 4 
•  Photography 1 - 4

Theatre Studies 1 - 4

Visual Communication & Design 1 - 4

Certificate	 Units

VET Sport & Recreation - Rugby Union 1-4

Senior Studies at Fountain Gate Secondary College  
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 

Recommended Studies

Visual Communication & 
Design

Product Design & Technology

Art

Studio Arts: 
• Mixed Media 
• Photography 
• Digital Art

Media

VET Screen and Media

VET Visual Arts

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• Methods 
• Further 
• Numeracy VCAL

Physics

Systems Engineering

VET Furniture Making Pathways 

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literacy VCAL 
Bridging EAL

Recommended Studies

Visual Communication & 
Design

Product Design & Technology

Art

Studio Arts: 
• Mixed Media 
• Photography 
• Digital Art

Media

VET Screen and Media

VET Visual Arts

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Methods 
• Numeracy VCAL

Physics

Systems Engineering

VET Furniture Making Pathways 

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Architecture

Furniture Construction

Drafting

Industrial Design

Fashion & Textile Design

Interactive Arts & Graphics

Employment

Fashion Industry

Graphic & Web Design

Teacher

Photographer

Games Development

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The Arts Program: Design 
offers studies in Textile 
and Fashion, Architecture 
and Industrial, Multi 
Media, Web and Graphic 
Design. 

The studies are accessed 
through VCE subjects and 
VET	certificates.	

Each study combines a 
range of traditional and 
modern technologies 
where students learn 
the design process and 
develop creative skills 
and techniques that meet 
the requirements of each 
of the studies. 

The Arts Program: Design
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature

Recommended Studies

Mathematics:  
• Further 
• Methods 
• Specialist

Chemistry

Biology

Physics

Health & Human Development

Complementary Studies

Psychology

Philosophy

Food Studies

Physical Education

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Methods 
• General Maths 
• Specialist

Chemistry

Biology

Physics

Health & Human Development

Complementary Studies

Psychology

Philosophy

Food Studies

Physical Education

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Biomedical Science

Engineering

Medicine

Pharmacy

Veterinary Science

Animal Technology

Laboratory Technology

Veterinary Nursing

Employment

Engineering

Medical Practitioner

Clinical Research

Pathology

Pharmaceuticals

Veterinarian

Allied Health: Physiotherapy,

Occupational Therapy

Nursing

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

This program is aimed 
at stimulating the desire 
for	scientific	discovery	
in future health science 
leaders.

Biomedical Sciences are 
for those students who 
are interested in and 
have	a	thirst	for	scientific	
knowledge and discovery.

They seek to develop 
knowledge and skills 
that can be applied to 
medicine, biomedical 
research and health care 
services.

Biomedical Science Program
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods

Accounting

Legal Studies

Economics

Business Management

Complementary Studies

Informatics

VET Business 
(Off site at Hallam)

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
• Methods

Accounting

Legal Studies

Economics

Business Management

Complementary Studies

Computing

VET Business 
(Off site at Hallam)

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Economics

Accounting

Banking & Finance

Commerce/Law

Business/ Arts

Marketing Management

Business

Computing

Employment

Banking

Marketing

Insurance

Finance/Accountant

International Trade

Hotel Management

Economist

Personnel

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The area of commerce 
encompasses managing 
and evaluating business 
functions. The Program 
will cover human 
resources, marketing, 
banking	and	finance.

This Program leads 
to a variety of career 
opportunities in the 
global economy.

Commerce Program
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Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature 

Recommended Studies

Studio Arts

Visual Communication & 
Design

Dance

Theatre Studies 

Mathematics: 
• Further 

 
Complementary Studies

Psychology

Business Management

Physical Education

Health & Human Development

Drama (Off site at Hallam) 

VET Dance 
(Off site at Hallam)

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature 

Recommended Studies

Studio Arts

Visual Communication & 
Design

Dance

Theatre Studies

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 

 
Complementary Studies

Psychology

Business Management

Physical Education

Health & Human Development

Drama (Off site at Hallam) 

VET Dance 
(Off site at Hallam)

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Performing Arts Industry

Performance Studies

Arts/Media

Dance

Human Movement

Social Sciences

Performing Arts

Theatre

Social & Community Studies

Employment

Dancer, Dance Instructor

Choreographer

Theatre work

Education

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The program provides 
the student with the 
opportunity to examine 
and explore the way 
in which creative arts 
contributes to, and 
influences,	the	world	
around them.

In the Creative Arts 
program students are 
able to select from a 
range of performance and 
artistic based subjects in 
order to cater for their 
specific	interests,	skills	
and needs

Creative Arts Program

3
Year 12
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature 

Recommended Studies

Visual Communication & 
Design

Studio Arts: 
•  General 
•  Photography

Mathematics: 
• Further

Product Design & Technology: 
•  Textiles 
•  Mixed Materials 
•  Electronics

Food Studies

Complementary Studies

Informatics

Business Management 

Year 11
English Group

English 
EAL 
Literature 

Recommended Studies

Visual Communication & 
Design

Studio Arts: 
•  General 
•  Photography

Mathematics: 
• General Maths

Product Design & Technology: 
•  Textiles 
•  Mixed Materials 
•  Electronics

Food Studies

Complementary Studies

Computing

Business Management

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Furniture Technology

Silversmithing 

Ceramics

Textile Design

Fashion Design

Hospitality/Catering

Employment

Apprenticeships in cabinet 
making, carpentry and furniture 
making

Sculptor

Artist

Jeweller 

Silversmith

Textile Artist

Ceramicist

Fashion Designer

Textiles Designer

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

This program will 
provide students with 
the opportunity to use 
their material of choice 
I.e. metal & plastics, food 
or textiles to research, 
design and transform 
ideas	into	finished	
products.

Students will assume 
the role of the designer-
maker  and develop the 
knowledge and skills to 
produce effective and 
creative responses to 
design challenges. 

Students will be 
encouraged to explore 
a variety of tools, 
processes,	and	finishes	to	
create quality products in 
their chosen materials.

Design folios will be a 
key component of this 
program.

Art, Design & Technology Program
FOUNTAIN GATE SECONDARY COLLEGE

3
Senior Studies at Gleneagles Secondary College  

Subject Unit

English Group 
• English 1 - 4                                           
• English as Another Language 1 - 4                                           
• Literature   1 - 4 
• English Language   1 - 4
                               

Mathematics 
• General Maths 1 - 2 
 › Further Maths Strand 
 › Maths Methods Strand 
• Further Maths    3 - 4 
• Maths Methods    1 - 4 
• Specialist Maths    1 - 4

Languages 
• German 1 - 4                                           
• Indonesian 1 - 4                     
• Chinese 1 - 4                                          

Biology 1 - 4                                          

Business Management 1 - 4                                          

Chemistry  1 - 4                                          

Environmental Science 1 - 4                                          

Food Studies 1 - 4                                          

Geography 1 - 4                                          

Subject Unit

Health & Human Development  1 - 4                                          

History Twentieth Century    1 - 2 

History Revolutions     3 - 4

Computing    1 - 2

Informatics   3 - 4

Australian & Global Politics   1 - 2

Global Politics  3 - 4

Legal Studies 1 - 4                                          

Media  1 - 4                                          

Music Performance 1 - 4                                          

Physical Education 1 - 4                                         

Physics  1 - 4                                          

Psychology  1 - 4                                          

Sociology  1 - 4                                          

Studio Arts  1 - 4

Theatre Studies (maybe off site) 1 - 2

Visual Communication & Design 1 - 4                                           
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Program overview

The Investigative Science 
Program will provide a 
depth	of	scientific 
knowledge that will 
prepare students for 
tertiary studies in a 
variety 
of	fields.	

Science is changing 
rapidly in response to 
the challenges of the 
future: in physics your 
study would include 
the	developing	fields	of	
robotics, bio-mechanics 
and aerospace; chemistry, 
nano-technology and 
climate change; biology 
genetic engineering & 
ecology. 

Study	of	scientific 
theory will be enhanced 
by experiments, 
excursions & 
links with universities.

Students will develop an 
understanding of how 
science operates in real 
contexts from research to 
industry, from medical to 
education	fields	and	
beyond.

Year 12
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods 
• Specialist

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Health & Human Development

Complementary Studies

Environmental Science

Food Studies

Psychology

Physical Education.

Year 11
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 

Recommended Studies

Mathematics: 
• General 
• Methods 
• Specialist

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Health & Human Development

Complementary Studies

Environmental Science

Food Studies

Psychology

Physical Education

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Science

Medicine

Pharmacy

Veterinary Science

Engineering

Animal Technology

Veterinary Nursing

Employment

Engineer

Medical Practitioner

Clinical Research

Scientist

Nursing

Pathology

Pharmacy

Allied Health: Physiotherapy, 
Occupational Therapy

Vet

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Investigative Sciences Program
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Year 12
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language

 
Recommended Studies

Studio Arts

Media

Visual Communication & 
Design

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods

Informatics

VET Screen and Media 
(Off site at Hallam)

Year 11
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 

Recommended Studies

Studio Arts

Media

Visual Communication & 
Design

Complementary Studies

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
• Methods

Computing

VET Screen and Media 
(Off site at Hallam)

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Corporate Video Film & TV 
Production

Media Production

Media

Cinema Studies

Film & Television

Education

Employment

Film & TV Industry

Interactive Arts

Game Design

Theatre & The Arts

Advertising

Marketing

Journalism

Public Relations

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

Visual Media explores the 
creative world of design 
& digital communication.

Students will have the 
opportunity to explore 
a variety of media 
applications. This may 
include	film,	video,	TV,	
photography, animation 
and web design. 
An emphasis will be 
placed on developing 
students’ knowledge of 
professional practices and 
theories.

Workshops delivered by 
people in the industry, 
field	trips	to	studios	&	
locations will enable 
students to experience 
the creative & technical 
aspects of the industry. 
Students will complete 
a broad portfolio to 
support the requirements 
for tertiary and industry 
interviews.

Visual Media Program
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Year 12
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 

Recommended Studies

Global Politics

History – Revolutions

German

Indonesian

Chinese

Legal Studies

Complementary Studies

Geography

Psychology

Sociology

Mathematics: 
• Further 
• Methods 
• Specialist

Year 11
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 

Recommended Studies

Australian & Global Politics

History – Twentieth Century

German

Indonesian

Chinese

Legal Studies

Complementary Studies

Geography

Psychology 

Sociology

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
• Methods 
• Specialist

Program overview

This program is for 
students with a desire to 
explore issues at a local, 
national and global level.

Students develop an 
understanding of other 
cultures, languages and 
societies and examine 
how Australia responds 
to global and regional 
activities.

Excursions to Deakin 
University and Monash 
will expose them to 
university lectures 
and give an insight 
into the International 
Relations and Global Arts 
programs.

Lively debates, a focus 
on enhancing writing and 
further development of 
research and analytical 
skills will ensure students 
are ready for University 
and a career in the Global 
community!

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Global Arts

International Relations

Humanities/Social Science

Education

Journalism

Employment

Diplomat

Historian

Interpreter

Teacher

Researcher

Government/Public service

Non Government Organisations

Journalist

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

International Relations and Language Program
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Year 12
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 
 

Recommended Studies

Music Performance

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
• Methods

Studio Arts

Theatre Studies (maybe off site)

Complementary Studies

History: Revolutions

VET Music Industry 
(Off site at Hallam) 
• Performance 
• Sound Production

Informatics

Year 11
English Group

English 
Literature 
EAL 
English Language 

Recommended Studies

Music Performance

Mathematics: 
• General Maths 
• Methods

Studio Arts

Theatre Studies (maybe off site)

Complementary Studies

History: Twentieth Century

VET Music Industry 
(Off site at Hallam) 
• Performance 
• Sound Production

Computing

Possible Future 
Pathways:
Tertiary studies with a focus in:

Music

Theatre and Performing Arts 
Industry

Bachelor of Music major in 
instrumental study/composition

Arranging/Orchestration

Music Therapy

Bachelor of Performing Arts

Initial Certificate course 
Melbourne Conservatorium

Employment

Musician/Composer

Film Score Writer

Record Producer

Music Journalist

Education

Theatre work

Consult with your course 
counsellor & refer to the 
VICTER guide for prerequisites 
on specific courses.

Program overview

The Music Performance 
program is for those 
students who hold a 
passion for performing, 
either in a solo or group 
context.

Students choosing this 
program will develop 
their instrument skills 
to a high level and may 
opt to pursue a career in 
performing, composing, 
arranging, conducting or 
teaching.

This program also focuses 
on developing listening 
awareness in composition 
and performance.

Performing Arts Program
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3 Year Pathway Plan
Use the table below to help you plan your study pathway at Hallam Senior College

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Semester 1 / Unit 1 Semester 1 / Unit 1 /Unit 3 Unit 3/4

English English English

Maths 2 2

WOW 3 3

4 4 4

5 5 5

6 6

Semester 2 / Unit 2 Semester 2 / Unit 2 / Unit 4

English English

Maths 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

Acronyms
ACE Adult Community Education

AQF Australian Qualifications Framework

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank

DES  Derived Examination Score

DEST  Department of Education, Science and Training

DET  Department of Education and Training

EAL  English as a Another Language

FE  Further Education

GA  Graded Assessment

GAT  General Achievement Test

ISS  Industry Specific Skills

LLEN  Local Learning and Employment Network

LOTE  Language/s Other Than English

MIPs  Managed Individual Pathways

MOU  Memorandum of Understanding

NA  Not Assessed

NAP  Code on VASS denoting VCAA approved School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships

NAPLAN  National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy

OH&S Occupational Health and Safety

OTTE  Office of Training and Tertiary Education

PDS  Personal Development Skills

QA  Quality Assurance

RTO  Registered Training Organisation

SAC  School-assessed Coursework

SAS  Score Amendment Sheet

SAT  School-assessed Task

SSR  School Status Report

SWL  Structured Workplace Learning

TAFE  Technical and Further Education

TIS  Tertiary Information Services

TOP  Tertiary Orientation Program

UG  Ungraded

UN  Unavailable

UoC  Unit of Competence

VASS  Victorian Assessment Software System

VCAA  Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority

VCAL  Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

VCE  Victorian Certificate of Education

VET  Vocational Education and Training

WRS  Work Related Skills

Hallam Senior College 
Frawley Road, Hallam, Victoria 3803 
P: 9703 1266   F: 9796 4727    E: hallam.senior.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 www.hallamssc.vic.edu.au    facebook.com/hallamsc


