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Important Dates

Mobile Phones
Parents/Guardian we need your assistance:
Student mobile phone use in class is becoming a big learning barrier for students and
limiting achievement.
Our Hallam Basics clearly state that mobile phones are to be off and out of sight but
too many students are having trouble complying with this request.
Much learning time is being wasted reminding students to stop using their phone in
class. There is solid research that suggests in schools where mobile phones have
been banned student achievement has improved.
At the moment we are seriously considering the banning of mobile phones in the
class room altogether. If this becomes the case then mobile phones will be taken
from students when they enter the classroom and kept with the teacher during the
lesson. Students and families who do not like this idea would be advised to ensure
that students don’t come to school with phones.
So as parents the school asks that you support us by emphasising the following
points to encourage responsible phone use with your child:
Mobile phones should not be on in class
If students are found using one, accept that it will be confiscated – no
arguments
Mobile phone use in class limits learning and creates a barrier to success
Parents please do not send messages or call during school time – if you need to
speak with your child urgently contact the school’s general office.
Please read the following article here from “The Conversation” if you want more
information about good reasons for banning mobile phone use. Alternatively, please
visit http://theconversation.com/how-smart-is-it-to-allow-students-to-use-mobilephones-at-school-40621
Please expect that your child will receive consequences including the confiscation of
their mobile phone if it is being used inappropriately in class.

Parent Opinion Survey – end date extended
The completion of the parent opinion survey has been extended to Sunday 3rd
September. All parents have now been sent an email invite asking them to respond.
The survey takes approximately 10-15 minutes and provides valuable information for
the College. Please contact David Caughey via email if you have any questions –
caughey.david.d@edumail.vic.gov.au. Many thanks.
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Wednesday 30th August:
Year 10 Mock Interviews
11th—15th September:
Mental Health Week
Wednesday 13th September:
Year 12 English Practice Exam
Friday 22nd September:
End Term 3
16th—27th October:
Year 10 Work Experience week

From the Careers Hub
Mock Interviews
Mock Interviews for Semester 2 will be held on Wednesday 30th August at the Hallam Sports Hall on Frawley Rd. Students
required to attend have been identified on Compass. They will need a cover letter, a resume and attend at their appointed
time in suitable clothing for an interview. We have interviewers organised from a number of agencies and appreciate the
time they give to assist with the program. If your son/daughter does not have this event on Compass, they are required to
attend school on this day.

VTAC
Year 12 students are currently deciding on their choices for 2018. All Year 12 students need to make an appointment to
discuss their pathway and complete a VTAC application if appropriate. SEAS workshops will be held on Friday 15 th
September in the Pathways Hub. Bookings are essential.

Apprenticeship Interviews
We have a number of companies looking for apprentices in 2018. Interviews will be held on Monday 11 th September,
Thursday 14th September and Friday 15th September. Bookings are essential. Students will require a resume.

Important SAC Dates
Please make note of the following SAC dates and times
Art Unit 4 SAC 1—29th August
VET IT SAC 3—31st August
Outdoor Education SAC 2—Starting 4th September
Music Performance SAC 3— 5th September
VET Visual Art Unit 4 Artwork and Visual Diary due—6th September
Studio Arts Folio and Final Presentation Due—6th September
Community Services SAC 3—7th September
VET IT SAC 3—Thursday 7th September
English Unit 4 Practice Exam—13th September
If a student is ill and cannot attend on the day, a medical certificate must be provided and the Sub School contacted for a
school approved absence.
Students must make arrangements with their teacher to complete the SAC at a different time.
STUDY FOR SUCCESS
Supervised study sessions are held in the library Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons until 5.30 p.m. Tutors and
teachers are available to assist students with their studies. Toasted sandwiches and fruit provided.
Quiet Study Area
The Great Space is available as a quiet study area for Year 12 students from Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 3.30 pm. Water
bottles allowed at study desks, food and drink in the kitchen area only.
HOME LEARNING
VCE students should be completing a minimum of 3 - 4 hours homework and or revision for each subject every week. If the
teacher has not set homework or all tasks have been completed in class, students should be revising work from previous
classes or working on their folios. This aspect of VCE studies is very important for students to ensure they achieve the best
results possible.
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Work Experience

Reminder to all Year 10 parents and students about Work Experience. The dates are 16th October to 27th
October and the program is a great opportunity to explore a potential career. Forms are available from the
Pathways Hub and need to be returned by Friday 8th September. Please feel free to pop in if you need some
assistance or have any questions!

VCAL Challenge
This semester the Intermediate VCAL classes took part in a series of challenges designed to test what it means
to contribute to group cohesion. These activities have been valuable in providing students the opportunity to
unpack the importance of team work as they prepare for their community based project later in the term.

The marshmallow challenge is a design collaboration game intended to help teams experience fundamental
dynamics of teamwork as well as break the ice in brainstorming and collaboration sessions.
The task is simple: in eighteen minutes, teams must build the tallest free-standing structure out of 20 sticks of
spaghetti, one yard of tape, one yard of string, and one marshmallow. The marshmallow needs to be on top.
Surprising lessons emerge when you compare teams’ performance. Who tends to do the worst? Why? Who
tends to do the best? Why? What improves performance? What kills it? Type in the link below or click here to
see how corporate executives compare to our students. https://www.tomwujec.com/design-projects/
marshmallow-challenge/
This year’s winners of the VCAL Intermediate PDS group cohesion challenge was Miss Karen Ermacora’s class
who built a spaghetti tower 75cm tall.

Winning Class!
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Mental Health Week

MENTAL
HEALTH
WEEK
R U OK?
DAY
WHEN

Sept 11th –
15th
Lunch
times
R U Ok?
th
Day 14
Sept

LUNCH TIME ACTIVITIES DAILY
MONDAY



Mindfulness: library
Wall of (positive) notes: C1

Tuesday


Wear it green day – wear something green and
donate a gold coin to support youth mental health
at headspace
BBQ - $1 (proceeds go to wellbeing projects within
the school)
Baked good stall
Hairspray
Face paint
Information stalls (from within the community)
Activities
Entertainment
Wall of (positive) notes: C1










Wednesday




Wall of (positive) notes: C1
Meet the Social worker: C1
Art competition submitted by end of day to arts sub
school

Thursday (R U OK? DAY)






Morning tea at recess for R U Ok? day
Wall of (positive) notes: C1
Basketball shoot out comp
Downball comp
Talent comp (heat 1)

Friday




Wall of (positive) notes: C1
Talent comp (heat 2)
Handball comp
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National Child Protection Week
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National Child Protection Week
The stories behind the 2017 National Child Protection Week posters:
The 'Stronger Communities, Safer Children' poster features artwork by Year 8 student Shannon Kassell who
has captured the concept beautifully, stating “My painting represents a play on words being ‘people who build
up our community’. The tower with small houses and work buildings such as a hospital and school, represents
the community ‘up’ therefore the people walking upwards represents the townspeople in the community.
There are many indigenous and non-indigenous people, with couples, students, police and health workers to
be seen, that make up our community.”
Research is telling us that strong social cohesion in a community has a protective effect for children.
Communities where children are seen and heard, where their participation is valued, and where their families
can get the support they need, are stronger communities that help to keep children safe and well. We also
wanted to remind families that it’s ok to ask for help; we all need to support each other if we are to build a
brighter future for children.
The 'Little things you do today... matter to a child's tomorrow' poster reminds us that even the small things we
do (e.g. smile, listen, talk, hear, play, notice) can make a difference to a child's future. As recognised in the
Federal Government’s National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 2009–2020, for children to
reach their full potential it’s important to consider their early development, especially in the first 1000 days.
All positive experiences and relationships - no matter how small - help to positively develop the child's brain
and build strong foundations for better health and development outcomes. For a great explanation, see the
video 'How Brains are Built: The Core Story of Brain Development here or <http://napcan.us2.listmanage.com/track/click?u=77197b1b63eb570d931d3c645&id=c3a577fa77&e=e721fad286>'.
Having even one positive adult in a child's life can help them overcome negative experiences and build healthy
brain foundations. You can, and might already be, that one person!
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